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Welcome to Issue 207 Xtra

Here in the UK in the last few months, we have seen an
increase in the banning of Electric Scooters and similar
devices on the rail network, but in India it would seem
that their rail operator has enforced tough new measures
on things that we wouldn’t ever normally see.

In a proactive move to ensure the safety of passengers
during the ongoing festive season, Indian Southern Railway
has launched an intensive awareness campaign against
the carriage of flammable items on trains and at stations.
The initiative aims to create a safer travel environment
for all the passengers on board and promote a collective
commitment to safety. Passengers are urged to exercise
caution and refrain from carrying, as well as preventing
their co-passengers from carrying, flammable objects
such as firecrackers, gas cylinders, acid, petrol, kerosene,
and other potentially hazardous materials during train
journeys. As per Sections 67, 164, and 165 of the Railway Act
1989, carrying flammable and explosive articlesonrailways
constitutes a punishable offence, with penalties of up to
21,000 or imprisonment for up to three years, or both, in
additionto being responsible forany loss, injury, ordamage
caused. To reinforce this message, reqular announcements
arebeingmadeatrailwaystations,appealingtopassengers
to avoid bringing inflammable and explosive items on
board trains. The goal is to enhance awareness and field
officials have been instructed to maintain a vigilant watch
on passenger movement during train travel. The Railway
Protection Force (RPF) and Government Railway Police
(GRP) personnel have been alerted and additional staff
have been deployed to ensure safe travel.

Further, stringent measures are in place to ensure the
thorough scanning of luggage and parcel items before
loading onto trains. If a passenger onboard or at a railway
station comes across any co-passenger in possession
of inflammables like crackers. Indian Southern Railway
has started a public awareness campaign to encourage
rail passengers to take preventative measures to avert
fire incidents during the period. Indian Southern Railway
reinforces its dedication to the safety of rail users. All rail
passengers are requested not to use any inflammable
materials and adhere to the safety guidelines for travel.

Also in the news this month, if you want a good quality
rail network that won’t cost a fortune - go to Spain.

Spain’s feat in creating the most extensive high-speed rail
network in the European Union while keeping construction
costs remarkably low takes centre stage in a recent report.
Titled Efficiency of the Spanish Sector in High-Speed Rail
Development, this study, compiled by engineering and
consultancy firm Ineco, unveils the complex dynamics of
the Spanish high-speed rail model’s efficiency. A thorough
examination of the Transit Costs Project database, coupled
with an array of existing studies, affirms the claim: Spain
now hastheworld’ssecond-largesthigh-speedrailnetwork,
all the while maintaining one of the most economical
construction costs per kilometre when juxtaposed with its
global counterparts. Furthermore, Spain emerges as the
European Union’s paragon of cost efficiency in the realm of
high-speed rail development. Engineering and consultancy
of reference in the field of sustainable mobility and digital
transformation, Ineco has been designing comprehensive,
innovative, and technological solutions for more than 50
years that contribute directly to improving the quality of
life of millions of people. With a multidisciplinary team of
more than 5,500 professionals, the company is present on
all continents where it deploys its experience and capacity
to tackle technically complex projects.

With a price tag of just €17.7 million per kilometre, Spain’s
constructionexpensesforhigh-speedrailremainwellbelow
the €45.5 million incurred by other high-speed rail nations.
This achievement underscores Spain’s commitment to
upholding impeccable design and quality standards,
swift project execution, and unwavering adherence to
budgetary parameters. The production costs in Spain have
not compromised the quality of their product. In fact, the
study reveals that Spain boasts a superior quality-to-cost
ratio when compared to other countries. Those nations
achieving higher quality scores often do so at the expense
of disproportionately higher cost-per-kilometre ratios.

Seasons greetings to all our readers and contributors.

Until next month... David
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BDZ Class 75.005 is seen at Avramovo on November 22nd with train No. 16104 the 10:25 Dobrinishte - Septemuvri.

At 1267m above sea level, Avramovo is the highest station in the Balkans.
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The OBB Rail Cargo Group (RCG) offers door
to door services for containers, swap bodies
and and craneable trailers between the
two large freight terminals in Turkey and
throughout Europe.

The RCG offers direct connections from
Bratislava and Budapest to and from the
Istanbul (Halkali) and Kosekdy freight
terminals with antenna connections
throughout Europe and the CIS countries.
RCG’s multimodal Turkey connections allow
industry customers to transport their goods
to the CIS countries and vice versa by land.
In doing so, RCG offers regular departures on
a fixed scheduled timetable with attractive
transit times and optional handling
possibilities, independent of whether the
company location has its own siding or not.

Varied and flexible equipment
The multimodal transport solutions include

Multimodal Turkey-Connections: A bridge between the continents

swap bodies with loading options from both
above and from the side, containers, bulk
and trailers. In this way, RCG can transport
everything that is normally transported
by road, by rail without any loss of loading
space. The services cover the whole logistics
chain: from the preparation of the empty
containers to the collection and delivery by
truck.

Beverage sector example

For consumer goods, RCG has developed
an international door-to-door service for
customersfromthebeverage sector. Andthis
is how the multimodal transport between
the continents is carried out: The provision
of the empty equipment and the loading of
the containerstake placeinthe Netherlands,
from where they are transported by truck to
the Neuss departure terminal in Germany.
RCG then takes over the main leg of the
journey by rail with a combination of the

TransFER Neuss-Budapest and TransFER
Budapest-Istanbul  connections.  After
arriving in Istanbul, the goods are reloaded
attheHalkalifreightterminal-dependingon
customerdemandsincoveredorrefrigerated
trucks (alsoknownasFrigo-Trucks). Customs
processing for further transport also takes
place here. The goods are then transferred
from Turkey through Georgia and Azerbaijan
by truck to Almaty in Kazakhstan. As well
as by road and rail, ships are also used, as
the goods are transported by roll-on-roll-off
ferry over the Caspian Sea.

Exclusive use of the Marmaray Tunnel

The 43 kilometer track on the Asian side of
Turkey and 19 kilometres on the European
side are connected by the 14 kilometre
long Marmaray Tunnel under the Bosporus.
In addition to the public, national and
international transport, the 76 kilometre
route also serves freight transport in the

EVN - Waste on rails for 20 years

EVN has been pursuing a sustainable
approach to the transport of municipal
waste for two decades - and the
environment benefits. EVN is a leading
international energy and environmental
services company based in Lower Austria.
TogetherwithOBBRailCargoGroup (RCG),
EVN has been transporting municipal
waste to Durnrohr for thermal utilisation
on behalf of its partner BAWU, the Lower
Austrian Waste Association, for 20 years -
making it a pioneer in sustainability and
climate protection.

An impressive record

In 2022 alone, 19,040 containers were
filled at the eleven transfer stations and
transported to the plant in Durnrohr
in 6,347 wagons. Since 2004, 3.26
million tonnes of residual and bulky
waste have been transported by rail
for environmentally friendly thermal
recycling-animpressivesaving of around

30.99 million truck kilometres and 31.6
million kilograms of CO2. The energy
generated is used to supply electricity
to hundreds of thousands of households
every year.

New transports with new equipment

In order to build on the success of the past
20 years, the foundations are being laid
with a new, innovative version of the ACTS
truck. The first prototype was delivered
earlier this year and is currently being
tested by EVN. The prospects are certainly
promising - and many customers in the
waste management industry stand to
benefit.

greater Istanbul area at night
when the local transport is
not in operation. This allows
interruption-free freight
transport  between  the
continents. Rail Cargo Group
isthe only currentend-to-end
rail logistics specialist with a
permit for the transit of semi-
trailers as well as 45ft HC
containers and swap bodies
through the tunnel.

RCG is currently transporting
intermodal  trains  with
craneable trailers for an
automotive customer from
Europe to Asia through the
Marmaray Tunnel.

Support for Ukraine is a priority for OBB

On November 3rd, the Ukrainian Railway
Workers Day, OBB Rail Cargo Group (RCG)
board memberImre Kovacs, paidtributetothe
heroic achievements of the Ukrainian system
maintainers. Thanks to their tireless efforts,
transport routes can be maintained even
under wartime conditions. At the ceremony
in Kyiv, Kovacs emphasised on behalf of OBB
that cooperation with the Ukrainian partner
will continue to be a priority in the future.

As a leading railway logistics provider in
Europe,RCGhasbeensupportingtheUkrainian
population and economy with transport and
logistics services since the outbreak of the
war. For example, RCG reacted quickly and
consistently to the blockade of the Black
Sea ports and created a reliable alternative
for transporting grain by sea. To date, a total
of over two million tonnes of agricultural
products have been transported by rail - that
is more than 100 trains a month, loaded with
maize, sunflower seeds, wheat, soya, barley

and vegetable oil. RCG thus transports more
agriculturalproductsthananyotherEuropean
freight transport company. As part of the
priority cooperation with Ukraine, significant
quantitiesofironore,coalandrawmaterialsfor
the construction and food industries are also
increasingly being delivered from Ukraine to
European markets. RCG thus makes a decisive
contribution to global supply security.

New TransFER Vienna-Kyiv

In cooperation with Ukrainian
Railways (UZ), RCG has also
launched the new Vienna-
Kyiv TransFER connection to
permanently connect Ukraine
to its intermodal network
(TransNET). This will provide
the first regular, high-frequency
intermodal connection between
Ukraine and numerous hubs in
Central Europe. The first test
train travelled from Kyiv to the

RailCargoTerminalBILKinHungaryinHungary
at the end of September, transporting non-
craneable semi-trailers loaded with building
materials by rail. Previously, non-craneable
semi-trailers were transported exclusively by
truck,aswascommon practiceintheindustry.
The premiere of the new rail technology not
only relieves the environment, but also the
currenttensesituation regarding the shortage
of truck drivers in Ukraine.
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Heading a short mixed freight with a wooden
bodied van in the consist, CD Cargo’s Class
122.028-4 navigates the curves east of Brandys
nad Orlici.

Czech

Republic

SKODA GROUP AND SPENO INTERNATIONAL PARTNER TO INTEGRATE ETCS IN RAIL VEHICLES

Skoda Group has formed a strategic
partnership with Speno International,
experts in railway track and turnout
reprofiling solutions. This collaboration
is centred around system integration
engineering and authorization services
to introduce the European Train Control
System (ETCS) to 15 of Speno’s yellow fleet
vehicles. With this new contract Skoda is
expanding to Switzerland as a new country
for the group.

Jan Christoph Harder, President Region
West and North Skoda Group, expressed
the significance of this partnership: “Our
collaboration with Speno International

marks a milestone in the European market.
ETCSplaysacrucialroleinthemodernisation
of railway networks and the enhancement
of overall safety. This technology optimizes
rail operations by reducing accident risks,
increasing network capacity, and promoting
cross-border compatibility. With the recent
acquisition of The Signalling Company
earlier this year, we have expanded our
portfoliotoinclude ETCS technology and the
expertise required for seamless integration
into the vehicles. As Europe transitions to a
unified system, we stand ready to leverage
our knowledge and experience to contribute
to this important evolution.”

ETCS, a technology designed to enhance
railway safety, reliability, and efficiency, will
be integrated into four vehicles within the
next two years, with plans for an additional
11 vehicles in the pipeline. The goal is to
incorporate this system into five different
types of customerfleet vehicles. The primary
challenge lies in securing authorization
across 16 different countries, each with
its unique set of National Technical Rules
(NNTR). Consequently, the project will
start with a comprehensive requirements
assessment and analysis of NNTR for each
country.

Increased competitiveness through ETCS
integration and expertise

Skoda Group’s acquisition of The Signalling
Company has significantly elevated its
competitiveness within the European train
manufacturing industry. This strategic
move has empowered the group to offer
a comprehensive portfolio of products
and services to railway operators across
Europe. Currently, The Signalling Company
is equipping 110 locomotives with ETCS
for Lineas, Europe’s largest private freight
rail operator. Furthermore, Skoda Group
possesses experience in retrofitting vehicles
with ETCS within the Czech market, having
successfully retrofitted nearly 250 rolling

stock vehicles to date.

“The European Train Control System stands
as a common European signalling system
designedtoensureunifiedrailwayoperations
and enhance safety across the continent. It
replaces a multitude of previously disparate
and often outdated national systems. ETCS
comprises two fundamental components:
the on-board unit, directly installed on
vehicles, and the trackside equipment,
placed along railway tracks. While essential
for high-speed rail networks, ETCS is also
crucial for enhancing safety on standard rail
lines,” said Stanislas Pinte, Vice President
Signalling at Skoda Group.
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rake of tanks through Decin hl.n. on October
29th.
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The fleet of Brno trams is about to undergo
another significant step in modernisation.
The obsolete KT8 types from the turn of the
80s and 90s will be replaced by 15 ForCity
Smart 45T trams. These will be purchased
by the Brno City Transport Company (DPMB)
from the manufacturer, Skoda Group, by
partially using the option under the existing
contract. The price of one tram is CZK 75
million, and the value of the entire order is
CZK 1.125 billion. The first five trams out of
fifteen will arrivein Brno nextyear, therestin
2025. DPMB can order another twenty trams
of the same type under the option.

BRNO CITY TRANSPORT COMPANY HAS APPLIED AN
OPTION, SKODA GROUP WILL DELIVER 15 MORE TRAMS

“We are glad that our trams have proved
their worth in Brno traffic, and the Brno City
Transport Company has decided to use the
option and purchase more modern vehicles.
Passengers can look forward to an increase
in the quality of travel and safety. More and
more cities are choosing rail vehicles as the
backbone of the public transport network
due to their higher transport capacity,
speed, and efficiency.” says Tomas Ignacak,
President Region CZ/SK and Central East
Skoda Group.

“The ForCity Smart 45T trams are a welcome
addition to our fleet. They meet all our

requirements for modern 21st-century
vehicles, and our passengers are satisfied.
Thefirstfivetramsin Brno almost exclusively
serve line number 8 from Lisné to the
University Campus. Both of these stops are
terminated by a dead centre, so we make
daily use of the bidirectionality of these
vehicles. Other trams ordered will also be
used on this line,” explains Milos Havranek,
Managing Director ofthe Brno City Transport
Company.

Modern vehicles for modern cities
The ForCity Smart 45T tram is a two-way,
low-floor, three-part vehicle with a swivel

chassis. Reliable driving characteristics,
even in adverse weather conditions, are
ensured by full vehicle adhesion. This
31-metre tram comfortably accommodates
up to 233 passengers, of which 64 are seated.
The maximum operating speed is 70 km/h.
There is air conditioning and two large
multifunctional spaces for wheelchairs,
prams, or bicycles. The new tram also
offers a modern, clear information system
with screens and panels. To ensure safety,
the vehicle is equipped with a camera
system. The new tram has a spacious, air-
conditioned interiorequipped with stainless
steel handrails, widescreen LCD information

monitors, and USB chargers. The RIS2
control and information system, or EOC2
validatorsarealsoincluded. Fortransporting
multiple wheelchair users, the tram has a
total of four tilting platforms. The vehicle
is also equipped with an external and
internal camera system and partially tinted
side windows. The driver’s cabin has been
newly redesigned. In addition to the clear
panel, where the emphasis is on simplicity
and good visibility, the controls are partly
implementeddirectlyinthedriver’sseat. The
windscreens are equipped with heating, and
the front windscreen has daytime running
lights.
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“The CD Cargo jury has finally selected
nine photos, and their authors will receive
interesting prizes from CD Cargo. We believe
that the prizes will bring joy, as well as the
inclusion of photos in a desk or wall calendar
for the year 2024. CD Cargo are really pleased
with the interest in the photo contest.”

The CD Cargo 2023 photo contest has a winner
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On November 13th, Ile-de-France Mobilités,
SNCF Voyageurs and Alstom inaugurated
the RER NG, the “New Generation RER”, at
Haussmann Saint-Lazare station in Paris, in
the presence of elected representatives and
passengers.

“It is with immense pride that we are today
celebratingthecommissioningofthe RERNG
commuter trainon LineE. Itis a very special
moment in the life of a project when a train
meets its first passengers. It is also a source
of pride for all Alstom employees, as this is
the pinpointofagreatdeal ofhard workfrom
each and every one of them, serving a major
project for the lle-de-France region and its
inhabitants,” said Henri Poupart-Lafarge,
Chairman and CEO of Alstom.

RER NG, providing more comfortable and
efficient mobility

The arrival of the RER NG commuter train is
animportantmilestoneinthepolicypursued
by Ile-de-France Mobilités to upgrade all the
rolling stock on the lle-de-France railway
network.

lle-de-France Mobilités, SNCF Voyageurs and Alstom inaugurate the RER NG, the

New Generation train for the RER D and RER E lines in lle-de-France

Thisnew RER commuter train will contribute
toalastingimprovementintravel conditions
forthe hundreds of thousands of commuters
who use RER lines E and D every day:

A specific train: A train designed at the
requestofile-de-FranceMobilitésspecifically
for the Tle-de-France region and its 9 million
daily commuters.

« A capacity train: This train has been
designed, both in terms of its overall
architecture and its interior design, to
optimise capacity and passenger flows.
Thanks to its entirely open architecture and
wide doors, it allows passengers to enter
and leave with ease and offers distinct travel
areas.

« A high level of comfort: With air
conditioning, ergonomic seats, LED lighting
adapted to the time of travel (day/night/
station stops), USB sockets and numerous
information screens, the RER NG enhances
the passenger experience.

« Anaccessibletrain:Ineachoftheend-cars,
platforms provide direct and rapid access for
passengers in wheelchairs to adapted areas.

« Amorereliableandefficienttrain: The RER
NG offers first-rate acceleration and braking
performance to optimise station stopping
times, train frequency, and therefore the
line’s capacity and regularity. It will also
incorporate the brand new NEXTEO train
automation,controlandsupervisionsystem,
which will further increase train frequency.

An industrial and human adventure
TheRERNGistheresultofclosecollaboration
between the Alstom, SNCF and Ile-de-France
Mobilités teams throughout the project.

This inauguration is a major milestone for
all 900 Alstom employees who are working
on this project on a daily basis, and a
demonstration of their specific know-how.
At the start of the project, they were more
than 2,000.

Desighed and assembled at Alstom’s
Valenciennes-Petite Forét and Crespin sites
in Hauts-de-France, a total of 9 of Alstom’s 16
French sites are contributing to the project,
with the participation of sites manufacturing
components.

An essential first step

The RER NG commuter train is gradually
being introduced on the RER E line. This
gradual arrival will ensure that the train
becomes more reliable before being
deployed on the whole RER E line, including
the new extension to Nanterre. It will then
be deployed on the RER D line at the end of
2024.

Alstom™ is a registered trademark of the
Alstom Group.

Photo: RER NG Haussmann - St. Lazare.
©Theo Moll

Alstom wins a 300 million euro contract to equip 2 RER lines in the

lle-de-France region with the latest NEXTEO signalling technology

Alstom, global leader in smart and
sustainable mobility, has won a framework
contract worth almost 300 million euro to
develop and deploy the NEXTEO signalling
system on the RER B and RER D lines in the
Ile-de-France region. This contract for a new
train automation, control and supervision
system confirms the confidence placed in
Alstom by Ile-de-France Mobilités, SNCF
Réseau, SNCF Voyageurs and RATP.

The new NEXTEO solution is a CBTC|[2]
signalling solution that forms part of an
overall strategy to modernise and optimise
theinfrastructure ofthesetwo ExpressLines,
with one main objective: to meet the ever-

increasing ridership by ensuring greater
reliability of train passages in the common
tunnel between Gare du Nord and Chatelet-
les-Halles stations.

NEXTEO signalling technology will help to
ensure a high level of performance in the
densely populated central Paris area, while
also making it possible to adapt to and
manage the less densely populated areas
on the suburban branches of the RER B and
RER D lines, in the Ile-de-France region. It
also provides simultaneous control of the
operating and interoperability rules that
applyonthe SNCF National Railway Network
and on the extensive RATP urban network,

particularly on the RER B line to the south.
“I'am delighted with this new order, which
demonstrates the confidence of our long-
standing partnersinthe productsdeveloped
by Alstom to improve the performance and
throughput of RER lines B and D in response
to theincrease in passenger traffic. With this
new contract, Alstom will equip a total of
350 trains and 100 kilometres of these 2 RER
lines, which are among the busiest in the
Ile-de-France region,” said Jean-Baptiste
Eyméoud, President of Alstom France.

Market leader in digital solutions
Alstomistheworldleaderinthe CBTC market,
with its advanced and high-performance

urban signalling solutions in service on
145 lines worldwide. In Europe, Alstom
technologyis alreadyin usein Madrid, Milan,
Lyon, Lausanne, Paris and Amsterdam,
serving various types of lines and grades
of automation; and is currently being
installed on numerous other lines. For the
development and deployment of the new
Urbalis solution on the RER B and RER D
lines in the Ile-de-France region, Alstom
will leverage, among others, the expertise
of three of its French sites: Saint-Ouen and
Aix-en-Provence, for system specifications,
development of the solution, integration of
the signalling system and its deployment on
the Ile-de-France network, as well as

technical expertise support; Villeurbanne
for on-board CBTC equipment and trackside
signalling products, as well as network,
cybersecurity and remote maintenance
systems. These three centres of expertise
employ a total of more than 2,200 people
with expertise in railway signalling.
Alstom™ and Urbalis™ are protected
trademarks of the Alstom Group.

NEXTEO is a protected trademark of the
SNCF Group.

[1] RER stands for ‘Réseau Express Régional
d’lle-de-France’ (ile-de-France Regional
Express Network)

[2] Communications-Based Train Control
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On November 23rd, Olivier Delecroix,
Vice-President Marketing & Sales, Alstom
France, and Thierry Mallet, CEO of Transdev,
presented to Renaud Muselier, President of
the Sud Provence-Alpes-Cote-d’Azur Region
and Deputy Chairman of ‘Régions de France’,
the first Omneo train that will operate on
the Marseille-Toulon-Nice line, prior to start
the homologation tests. Starting at the end
of November, this trainset will carry out a
series of dynamic overspeed tests on the
Velim test track (in the Czech Republic). After
returning to Crespin to finalise the static
tests and complete the interior fittings, it
will then go into pre-operational service in
the Sud Region.

On November 30th 2021, the Sud Region
awarded Transdev the contract to operate
trains on the Marseille-Toulon-Nice line from
mid-2025. This route alone represents 10%
of the region’s rail services. The Region’s
decision is a historic one. It is the first
tender for regional trains to be awarded to a
competitor of the incumbent operator since
passenger rail transport was opened up to
competition in France.

Underthepublicserviceconcessioncontract,
Transdev is to acquire the rolling stock
needed to operate the regional train service
on behalf of the Region, as well as building
a maintenance center near Nice station.
This will enable Transdev to ensure that
operations are highly safe,that maintenance
is controlled and optimised, and that trains
are fully available, particularly during peak
times.

In this context, Transdev has chosen Alstom
to supply 16 double-decker Omneo 8-car
trains with high capacity, high comfort
and high on-board service standards. The
contract, wortharound 250 millioneuro, also
includes maintenance services for a period
of 10 years. Delivery of the new rolling stock,
manufactured at Alstom Crespin site (Nord),

Alstom, Transdev and the ‘Sud’ Region unveil the first Omneo Sud train
that will enter into service on the first regional line open to

competition in France, between Marseille, Toulon and Nice

will start at the end of 2024.

The Omneo trains for the Marseille-Toulon-
Nice line are designed to meet the specific
needs of Transdev operations, including :

« The creation of a convivial area where
passengers can enjoy a snack area;

« The interior layout offers all the services
requested by the Sud Region, such as bicycle
spaces (12 per train), and a harmonious
interior thatreflectstheimage of the Region;
« Theintroductionofnewon-boardservices,
including innovative systems for video-
surveillance, seat reservation or reservation
of bicycle spaces, passenger counting and
on-board Wi-Fi.

These new 8-car trains, 110 metres long,
will offer 352 seats plus 49 folding seats for
passengers making short journeys (a total
of 401 seats). This high capacity is achieved
by alternating single and double-decker
cars. In addition, the modular design means
that two trainsets can be coupled together,
depending on the number of passengers
expected.

Access to the train is on the same level
through wide doors and is facilitated by an
automatic step that fills the space between
the train and the platform (gap-filling
system). The smooth flow of traffic on board
is also ensured by an architecture that is
conducive to movement, based on wide
corridors and spacious platforms.

Particularattentionhasbeen paidtocomfort
for long journeys on this coastal train: wide
seats, large glass windows to make the
most of the natural light and the panorama
on the seaside, clear passenger information
with screens and displays, air conditioning
regulated according to the density on board,
2 classes with low and high levels, toilets
accessible to all passengers, including
wheelchair users, and connectivity tools
(Wi-Fi, electrical sockets and USB sockets).

These new trains will be
compatible with the new
ERTMS signalling system
to be deployed on this
line from 2028. They will
also be compatible with
the new infrastructure
created ibn the frame of
the LNPCA project (Ligne
Nouvelle Provence Cote
d’Azur, which involves
reconfiguring the
network and offering
moretrainsintheregion).
These Omneo trains are
based on Alstom Omneo
platform, for which 544
trains have already been
ordered by 10 French
regions (403 suburban
and regional trains and
141 Intercity trains).

At the request of the Sud Region, Transdev
will be doubling the transport offer on
the line, with 15 round trips per day and
a cadence of 1 train per hour over a wider
range of hours. The aim is to improve the
quality of service, reliability, regularity and
punctuality (target of punctuality is 97.5%).
This line is also resolutely committed to the
ecological transition. The trains’ traction
energy will be 100% green, of French origin,
with the purchase of green certificates from
electricity suppliers. Drivers will be trained
in eco-driving techniques.

“I’m delighted to be in North of France today
for the unveiling of the new Omneo SUD
trainsets. These trains will go into operation
in June 2025 on the Marseille Toulon Nice
line, a line we have awarded to Transdev
after a competitive tender. On this route, the
number of trains will be doubled, which will
encourage more people to shift from road to
rail, in line with the objectives set out in our
Climate Plan “Une COP d’Avance”. In this

way, we are doing everything we can to
improve the day-to-day experience of
passengers on regional trains,” declared
Renaud Muselier, President of the Sud
Provence-Alpes-Cote-d’Azur Region and
Deputy Chairman of ‘Régions de France’.

“Our commitment to the Sud Region is
the main expression of our business: we
bring people and regions closer together,”
commented Thierry Mallet, CEO of Transdev.
“Our long-standing experience in the rail
industry clearly shows the extent to which
service quality is a determining factor in
ensuringthatmoreand more passengersuse
our trains. That’s what we’ll be doing from
Nice to Marseille, with a high frequency of
trains, a wide range of timetables, and staff
who pay constant attention to passengers
and safety.”

“We’re proud to be involved in setting up the
first concession for a French regional line
with Transdev. Today we have presented

a proven, comfortable train, capable of
running at 200 kph, to serve the mobility
of all passengers. We will also provide
maintenance supportand thus contributeto
the long-term operational efficiency of the
trains”, said Olivier Delecroix, Vice-President
Marketing & Sales, Alstom France, adding;:
“This train has been awarded the Origine
France Garantie label. This is recognition
of the expertise of the employees at the
Crespin site and a proof of our commitment
to our customers, passengers and the entire
French rail industry”.

The new Marseille-Toulon-Nice regional
train will enter service on June 29th 2025.

Photo: Omneo Premium Sud 03 ©Alstom/
Samuel Dhote
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European Locomotive Leasing Group (ELL),
based in Vienna and Munich, and Siemens
Mobilityhavesignedaframeworkagreement
for the delivery of up to 200 further Vectron
locomotives.

Specifically,thelocomotiveswillbe provided
in various power system variants for use in
both passenger and freight service. Sixty
locomotives were initially ordered and will
be delivered successively beginning in 2025.
This fourth framework agreement between
ELL and Siemens Mobility further reinforces
the long-standing and strong partnership
between the two companies.

By 2027, ELL will have at least 301 Siemens
Vectron locomotives in service and thus
operate Europe’s largest Vectron fleet. Over

Siemens Mobility and ELL sign framework agreement
for purchase of 200 Vectrons

the medium term, the new agreement offers
ELL the possibility of increasing its Vectron
fleet to over 400 locomotives.

Siemens Mobility and ELL sign framework
agreement for purchase of 200 Vectrons
“For ELL, this agreement is a milestone in
the company’s development. Our goal is to
expand our market leadership in the areas
of customer friendliness, reliability, and
efficiency. We are convinced of the future of
rail. Superior climate friendliness and cost-
efficiency on the long international rail axes
as well as the structural change in rail freight
transport make the full-service leasing of
locomotives a highly attractive business for
the future. ELL is pursuing a consistent zero-
emissions strategy. Our most important
assets are our focused fleet policy and a

comprehensive service network at more
than 30 locations throughout Europe. The
development partnership with Siemens
and the concentration on a standardized
locomotive type are an important building
block for us to successfully prevail in this
market,” said Christian Kern, CEO European
Locomotive Leasing Group.

“For many years now, ELL has been
relying on the quality and reliability of our
Vectron locomotives. This new framework
agreement makes a further contribution to
climate protection and again underscores
the advantages offered by our locomotive
platform. With the Vectron, ELL can react
flexibly to customer requirements and offer
different configurations for providing cross-
border transport throughout Europe,” said

Albrecht Neumann, CEO Rolling Stock at
Siemens Mobility.

The agreement in detail
Intheframeworkagreement, ELL securesthe
procurementofawide range of multi-system
locomotives, including the Vectron Dual
Mode. By ordering optional packages, ELL
can precisely equip the locomotives to meet
specific requirements and applications, and
forserviceinspecial areas. ltwasalso agreed
that Siemens Mobility will actively support
ELL in further strengthening its competence
regarding vehicle operation, maintenance,
and servicing.

The Vectron as a success factor

Since its first delivery in 2012, more than
2,200 locomotives from the Vectron family
have been sold to 95 customers and the
fleet has covered a total of over 850 million
kilometres. The locomotives are currently
approved for operation in 20 European
countries. The Vectron and its variously
equipped variants are built in the Siemens
Mobility plant in Munich-Allach.



Germany

Deutsche Bahn (DB), Stadler and its engineering
joint venture AngelStar have prepared locomotives
for the European Train Control System (ETCS) for the
first time without the involvement of the locomotive
manufacturer. Manufacturers’ capacities are considered
likelytobeoneofthe potential bottlenecks when around
13,000 locomotives and multiple units in Germany
have to be retrofitted for ETCS in the coming years. The
retrofits are necessary because more and more railway
lines can only be used with the new, pan-European
standardised technology. ETCS represents the basis
for the further digitalisation of railway operations. The
successful completion of an ETCS retrofit without the
involvement of the vehicle manufacturer makes new
capacities available in this area, and will therefore make
a significant contribution to ensuring a faster ETCS roll-
out in Germany.

Following successful retrofitting, two DB Cargo
locomotivesarenowbackonthetrackswiththe GUARDIA
Baseline 3.4.0 ETCS automatic train protection system.
This is the first retrofitting of DB locomotives from the
185.2 series with the ETCS system from Stadler. The pilot
project by Stadler, DB and AngelStar therefore required
particularly complex pioneering work before

Deutsche Bahn (DB) is taking the recruitment of refugees
up anotchandswitchingtojobturbo. Targeted measures
are intended, among other things, to make it easier for
more Ukrainians to get started with Deutsche Bahn.

For the first time, DB is offering language courses across
the group before the start of training. An updated
landing page in Ukrainian and Russian makes it easier
to overview and apply. The proven lateral entry classes
willbe expanded and positions will be filled with English-
speaking IT experts for the first time. And in closer
cooperation with the Federal Employment Agency, the
DB uses “matching” to identify priority regions with an
increased need for recruitment and suitable applicants.
DB Human Resources Director Martin Seiler: “As a
company, we put together a large aid package shortly
after the start of the brutal war of aggression against
Ukraine and have since then advised thousands of
refugees and hired many people. More Ukrainians are
now on the job market after completing appropriate

the first locomotive received its re-approval as “First
of Class”. Official approval was much simpler for the
second locomotive converted in the same way: since it
was deemed to be structurally identical, it was awarded
“Conformityto Type”status.Allfutureretrofitsperformed
in this manner can now refer back to this model.

“Stadler has deliberately broken new ground with this
retrofit project in order to simplify the retrofitting of
modern signalling technology in existing vehicles. With
this innovation, we can create the urgently needed
capacityintherailindustrytotransportthelarge number
of existing vehicles in Europe into the digital future”,
says Ansgar Brockmeyer, Head of the Sales & Marketing
Division and Deputy Group CEO of Stadler.

Hans Peter Lang, Chief Technology Officer (CTO) at DB
Group and Chairman of the Management Board of DB
Systemtechnik, explains: “Equipping lines and vehicles
with ETCStechnology thatisstandardised across Europe
is the basis for the further digitalisation of railway
operations. This will create more capacity for travel
and freight transport by rail. The fact that Stadler and
AngelStar, DB Cargo and DB Systemtechnik have now
together succeeded in retrofitting ETCS without

Job boost for

integration courses. We will once again increase our
efforts to get these people into work quickly and thus
make a further contribution to successful integration.”

Martin Seiler madethe commentsduringajointvisitwith
Federal Labor Minister Hubertus Heil to the ICE plantin
Berlin-Rummelsburg, where some Ukrainians are now
employed as electronics technicians.

Federal Minister of Labor and Social Affairs, Hubertus
Heil: “As a result of Putin’s terrible war of aggression,
millions of people had to leave their homes. It was a
matter of humanity to offer protection to many of them
in our country and it is now a matter of common sense
to increasingly help them find work. We have already
put 140,000 Ukrainians into work. Now another 200,000
Ukrainians have completed the integration language
course or are soon completing it. With the job turbo, we
now want to place them in work quickly. To achieve this,
we also need companies that do everything in their

Stadler is preparing locomotives for ETCS, paving
the way for a faster ETCS roll-out in Germany

theinvolvementofthevehiclemanufacturer
opens up new paths and strengthens
competition. This will significantly facilitate
the ETCS roll-out for the entire industry in
Germany.”

Manuel Ayala, Project Manager at Stadler Signalling,
says: “This innovation partnership means that Stadler is
now ableto equip vehicles made by other manufacturers
withitsownsystemwithouttheirinvolvement. Thisisnot
only of great importance for rail transport in Germany,
but will also smooth the way for new opportunities in
other market regions. We would like to thank Deutsche
Bahnforthetrusttheyhaveplacedinusandlookforward
to continuing our successful collaboration.”

Oliver Kaiser, COO of AngelStar, is delighted: “In the
course of this challenging retrofit project, we were once
again able to demonstrate the quality and flexibility of
the GUARDIA system. Along with the agile organisation,
these are the best possible prerequisites for further
retrofit projects.”

Until now, Stadler had mainly been accustomed to
carrying out retrofit orders for its own vehicles. Stadler

refugees at Db

power to give these people a chance and also
pragmatically resolve language barriers. I’'m pleased
that Deutsche Bahn is at our side here.”

The measures of the DB Job-Turbo for refugees at a
glance:

« “Matching”: Regional job centers of the Federal
Employment Agency and the DB have already identified
priority regions with high hiring needs and many
potential applicants. In the next step, interested parties
will be informed about suitable entry opportunities into
the DB working world at joint consultation events.

. Starting next year, there will be group-wide offers
for prospective trainees for the first time: DB is offering
language courses in a pilot project before the start of
training .

 Inaddition, successful projects of the past year and a
halfaretobeexpanded: lateral entry classesforstewards
in the on-board catering, for dispatchers, train drivers
and bus drivers. There are also plans to fill positions

received its first retrofit order for GUARDIA in 2020 from
the Dutch rail operator Arriva. Some of its 34 FLIRT
vehicles are also used for cross-border transport in the
Netherlands, Belgium and Germany.

The ETCS automatic train protection system GUARDIA
from AngelStar, a joint venture between Stadler and the
MERMEC Group, has already been approved in several
European countries and is in operation in Germany,
Poland, Hungary, Slovenia, Switzerland and the
Netherlands. GUARDIA consists of both hardware and
software components that are used in the trains. The
system allows the train driver to visualise the position
of the train, its speed and other data. All this data is
also transmitted to a control centre. Data such as track
warrants can be collected at the same time.

with English-speaking IT experts for the first time in the
coming months.

« An updated landing page also offers the opportunity
to filter suitable jobs at DB in Ukrainian and Russian and
to easily apply in your own national language.

Hardly any other company in Germany hires as many
new employees as Deutsche Bahn: around 130,000 in
the last five years alone. This year, five-figure personnel
will once again be recruited and qualified. In doing so,
DB is exploiting all labour market potential and is also
increasingly focusing on the integration of refugees in
ordertomaketherailwaysstrongandtherailways better.



Germany

The DB Cargo network: From Scandinavia to ltaly

The southern route offers a fast and eco-friendly connection on the north-
south corridor through Europe.

into full container loads. This allows both small and large cargo
volumes to be transported by freight train. Door-to-door solutions
make rail freight transport possible even in regions with poor
infrastructure, thanks to first and last mile transport via HGV. The
flexibility with which complete trains can be separated into single
wagons and routed to different destinations is also particularly
attractive for steel customers.

DB Cargo’s comprehensive network spans all of Europe and parts of Asia. Our
network map provides a clear overview of the benefits and special features
that the various rail freight links have to offer.

Loaded with the southern Italian sun

Italian products such as pasta, tomato sauce and olive oil are popular
throughout Europe. Buttherange of products thatrailports like Maddaloniin
southern Italy handle, receive and ship to northern European retailers every
day is much more diverse than just large volumes of foods and beverages.

Service fromAto Z

As usual with DB Cargo, customer service does not start and end
with the booked rail line. DB Cargo also plans and organises the
first and last mile in combined transport. Whether customers book
individual containers or entire trains, or are only travelling on
certainsections oftheroute, DB Cargo creates acomplete transport
package from Ato Z.

Customers from the steel, transport and paperindustries also use the route,
which runs along the north-south corridor and connects Scandinavia and
the port of Zeebrugge with southern Italy. They benefit from Alpine transit
throughtheGotthardBase Tunnelbecauseunlikelorries, railfreighttransport
can avoid traffic jams on the roads. This brings goods to their destination
quickly and in a virtually climate-neutral way.

Broad range of services from DB Cargo

DB Cargo’s southern route offers a dense European rail network between
the most important industrial centres on this corridor. The range of services
includes block trains for larger cargo volumes and efficient single-wagon
transports, in which products from different suppliers are consolidated

From wasteland to loading yard, all thanks to teamwork

DB Cargo Logistics’ transport concept for a new loading
yard is helping to grow environmentally friendly rail
transport for timber.

The story began with a forecast for an increase in timber
damaged by bark beetles in the forests in the state of
Thuringia in central Germany. This came at a time when
local timber loading yards were stretched to their limit.
There was an urgent need for action. DB Cargo Logistics
and its customers agree that timber transport should
cover as little distance by road as possible, and ideally
reach the nearest rail access point via the shortest route.
It was therefore clearthat a new timberloading yard had
to be built as quickly as possible. A daunting task.

Finding the perfect space

After an intensive search, DB Cargo Logistics found what
it was looking for near the railway station in Rudolstadt-
Schwarza at the start of the year. The station still had

tracks, which had lain unused for many years. There
was also an area between the tracks that appeared to
be the ideal loading lane and offered enough space for
marshalling HGVs. It quickly became clear that the site
in Rudolstadt-Schwarza was the perfect place to build a
loadingyard forlocally harvested logs. The only question
was how.

DB Cargo Logistics quickly determined who owned the
tracks and premises, and rented the infrastructure.
Making the project a success on schedule also meant
findingtherightpartners. Togetherwithitslong-standing
partner Erfurter Bahnservice GmbH, DB Cargo Logistics
developed a plan for the site that would serve the large
potential demand from interested customers. The DB
Cargo subsidiary also managed to get the municipal
governmenton board, aswell asthe paper manufacturer
JASS, which owned one of the tracks. Work began
immediately and the first train loaded with logs

departed after only about three months. The loading
yard in Rudolstadt has been operating ever since, mainly
supplying sawmills in Germany and Austria. It therefore
provides relief for the other timber loading points in the
surrounding area.

A huge success with many advantages

Apart from its advantageous location, the site allows the
use of the area between the tracks for loading on both
sides. Block trains can also be loaded on site without
intermediate shunting. The temporary storage area
makes it possible to decouple road and rail transport.
A HGV can therefore unload its timber and drive away
immediately, without being bound to the dwell time of a
train. This makes timber transport more flexible. Thanks
to its various logistical options, Rudolstadt-Schwarza is
notonly a pure loading yard for timber, but also a timber
port.

Good cooperation leads to mutual benefits

The proudest achievement of those involved is just how
quickly they were able to go from recognising the need
to dispatching the first train. “It became apparent that
the calculated amount of timber in the region would
increase due to the bark beetle infestation. The existing
loading points could no longer handle it, so we had to
react quickly”, says Clemens Pflasterer, Head of Sales
& Operations Center Timber at DB Cargo Logistics.
“Implementing the solution we found in Rudolstadt-
Schwarza was then very straightforward. We worked
together with our partners constructively and effectively
within a very short period, to everyone’s benefit.” DB
Cargo Logistics played a key role in coordinating and
organising the project, and took the lead in ensuring
consultation with the parties involved. This led to a
good result for everyone: the partners, customers and
the environment.



Lineas ambitions to increase its market share in German rail freight and

Germany

announces new Country Manager for Germany

Lineas, Europe’s largest private rail freight company, is committed to
becoming an important player in the German industrial landscape.

Lineas helps its customers decarbonize their supply chain, by shifting their
cargo fromroad to rail. To this end, the company operates the largest private
railnetworkin Europe offering customersfast, daily,andreliable connections
across the continent. Lineas has 1750 employees and is headquartered in
Belgium, with offices in Germany, France, the Netherlands, and Italy.

With a clear focus on profitable growth, Lineas is further implementing its
strategy by expanding its geographic coverage and introducing innovative
& customer-oriented solutions to the German market. As confirmed by its
high customer satisfaction, Lineas is convinced it can bring high-quality,
efficient, and reliable rail freight services that meet the needs of industrial
customers in Germany.

Atthesametime,Lineaswantstobeavoiceformodalshift. Asanindependent
player, Lineas aims to be a prominent voice and a key contributor to modal
shift in Germany, promoting more sustainable and efficient transport
solutions.

To support its ambition, Lineas will reinforce its team with a new Country
Manager for Germany: Andreas Plikat. He will take his new function as of
February 1st, 2024 and will bring a wealth of experience and expertise to
this key position.

Vossloh expands cooperation with Deutsche Bahn

Vossloh, a leading global supplier of rail infrastructure
products and services, strengthens its position in
the growing and strategically important German rail
infrastructure market. By signing a four-year framework
agreement with Deutsche Bahn in the Customized
Modules division, Vossloh is further expanding its
market position in Germany. For the first time, Vossloh
has succeeded in winning a framework agreement for
complete switches with firmly committed delivery
quantities. Over the next four years, Vossloh will supply
a total of at least 600 switches to Deutsche Bahn. At the
same time, Vossloh will continue to supply a substantial
volume of switch components.

Deutsche Bahn is currently renewing its rail network as
part of a comprehensive modernization program and is
building more than ever before. The aimis to expand the
high-performance network and reduce infrastructure-
related disruptions by 80 percent. Vossloh is providing

significant support for Deutsche Bahn’s extensive
investment project — and not just with switch systems.
In September, for example, an existing contract with
Deutsche Bahn for preventive rail maintenance was
extendedandthescopeofservicesexpanded.Accordingly,
Vossloh will grind at least 13,000 kilometres of the
most heavily used track links within the so-called high-
performance networkin 2024 using the highlyinnovative
and self-developed smart HSG (High Speed Grinding)
technology. During each pass, important condition data
is collected and evaluated in real time using extensive
digital measurement and analysis technology, which
serves as the basis for the transition from time-based to
condition-based maintenance.

Stationary long rail welding and rail logistics are also
benefitingfromDeutscheBahn’smodernizationprojects.
Vossloh is the market leader in both areas in Germany.
In view of the extensive modernization

measures planned - a general overhaul is planned for
40 sections of the heavily used network alone by 2030
— Vossloh also expects high demand in these areas in
the coming years. The same applies to the rail fastening
systems business, where Vossloh is also a leader.

Vossloh and Deutsche Bahn have jointly held an
“Innovation Day” at Vossloh AG’s headquarters in
Werdohl with the aim of exchanging ideas and further
intensifying<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>