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Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent
to us via email, post or via the members section
page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

Well we’'ve made ittoissue 200! Many
thankstoeveryoneovertheyearsthat
has contributed, it is appreciated by
all of us here, and all | can honestly
say is that we still enjoy it as much
now as we did when we started.

Inthe newsthismonth...and thisisn’t
April 1st, but Northern plans classical
music to tackle anti-social behaviour
at its stations. As part of measures to
deter anti-social behaviour, Northern
is set to pipe classical music inspired
by Handel, Beethoven, Mozart, and
Tchaikovsky into 23 stations across
its network. Music will only be played
at certain times of the day, which
will vary from station to station to
have the best impact on behaviour.
The plan follows a pilot scheme
conducted at nine stations across the
North of England over that past year,
which saw a significant reduction in
the number of loitering, graffiti and
vandalism-related incidents during
the trial.

“Anti-socialbehaviourisanuisancein
its lightest form and nothing short of
a criminal act at its worst,” said Mark
Powles, customer and commercial
director,atNorthern. “Unfortunately,
railway stations - like many other
public areas - can attract this sort of
mindless behaviour - which is unfair
and unsettling to our customers.

The classical music trials proved very
interesting — and the results speak
for themselves. We’ll now begin
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work on aroll-out programme across
23 targeted stations to spread that
success far and wide.”

The 23 stations include: Beverley,
Cottingham, Fitzwilliam,Haltwhistle,
Levenshulme, Maryport, Newton
for Hyde, Penistone, Sunderland,
Ulverston, and Whiston.

Inothernews....TransPennineExpress
(TPE) has unveiled a Eurovision
wrapped train that will be used by
passengers heading to and from the
world’s biggest singing competition
in the host city, Liverpool. The
TPE Nova 2 train, that features a
‘Welcome to Liverpool’ message
along with iconic Eurovision livery,
was serenaded by a soprano as it set
off on its inaugural journey across
the North. Morgan Carter, a Royal
Northern College of Music student
and award-winning soprano, ran
through their repertoire of operatic
classics, entertaining passengersand
rail workers as it disembarked from
Manchester Airport Station.

TPE, which provides direct services
into Liverpool Lime Street from
key cities across the north and
into Scotland has also installed
‘Eurovision Song Zones’ at some
of its stations across the network
for local artists and musicians to
show off their talents and entertain
passengers waiting on the platform.

“We’re delighted that the Eurovision

Song Contest is being held in such
an iconic northern city that has
music running through its veins,’
said Matthew Golton, managing
director at TPE. “We’re proud that
Liverpool and the UK is stepping up
in support of Ukraine and we wanted
to get into the rhythm of the musical
extravaganza by wrapping one of our
Nova 2 trains in Eurovision livery.
Listening to Morgan serenading the
train and passengers as it departed
on its first journey across the north
was a fantastic experience and
certainly built the excitement ahead
of the main event.”

Morgan Carter, who is completing an
intensive Master of Music in Opera
Performance at the Royal Northern
College of Music said: “It was an
absolute honour to perform some
of the most iconic soprano arias
for passengers boarding the TPE
Eurovision train and celebrate the
much-loved song contest. Watching
the train depart whilst serenading
it with my performance was truly a
special moment!”

However with strikes planned for May
12th and 13th, its use on Eurovision
weekend might be curtailed.

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy
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Jubilee No. 45596 ‘Bahamas’ crosses Frodsham Viaduct on April 18th with the Llandudno to

Edinburgh leg of the ‘Great Britain XV’ tour.

With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without contributions from:

Ken Abram, Michael J Alderdice,
John Alsop, Mark Armstrong,
John Balaam, Brian Battersby,
Mark Bearton, Steven Beesley,
Tom Blanpain, Mark Bennett,
Michael Bennett,

Ben Bucki, lan Callander,

Keith Chapman, Steve Chapman,
Julian Churchill, Nick Clemson,
Keith Davies, Brian Dobbs,

Derek Elston, Eddie Emmott,
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Greig Gibson, Carl Grocott,
Richard Hargreaves, Dave Harris,
James Haywood, Brian Hewertson,
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Kevin McCormick, Phil Martin,
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Chris Morrison, Ken Mumford,
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Colin Pidgeon, Neil Pugh,

Andy Pratt, Andre Pronk,

Alan Rigby, Charlie Robbins,
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Tim Saunders, Neil Scarlett,
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John Sloane, Laurence Sly,
Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, AllisonTwycross,
Steven Thompson,

Mark Torkington, Brian Turner,
Gerard van Vliet, David Wood,
Leuan Wood, Shep Woolley,
Erik de Zeeuw and the guys at
RailUK.
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Avanti

West Coast

Class 805 001 works 5Q90 Oxley to Glasgow through
Leyland station on April 25th.

Avanti West Coast expands low-cost Superfare for flexible travel on cross-border journeys

Avanti West Coast has extended its innovative low-cost
ticket to customers making cross-border journeys on its
Anglo-Scot route that can be flexible with their travel
plans. The Superfare ticket, which enables customers
to book a journey for a specific date with the choice of
morning, afternoon, or evening slots at a cheaper fare
- with the exact time of travel being selected by the
intercity operator - can now be purchased for journeys
between London and Glasgow.

With around 24 hours’ notice, Avanti West Coast will
match customers to an empty seat on a quieter train

and advise them of their reservation details and train’s
departure time. Available for single journeys between
the capital and Glasgow, the one-way ticket costs
£30 and comes after the launch of the cheaper fare to
other destinations on the West Coast route, including
Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester, and Preston.

Weekday travel dates from Monday April 24th are
available to book now. From May 20th, Superfare tickets
will be available seven days a week, when tickets for
Saturdays and Sundays from June 10th are released
following the completion of major upgrade work by

Network Rail in Carstairs, Scotland. Bookings can be
made at least seven days and up to 21 days before travel,
and the number of tickets available each day will vary.

The fare, currently being trialled by Avanti West Coast, is
aimed at people who would not normally opt to travel
by train to their favoured destination. As part of the trial,
the train operator has partnered with discount website,
Student Beans, to promote the offer to its members.

Sarah Copley, Executive Director for Commercial at
Avanti West Coast, said: “We’re excited to rollout our

Superfare ticket on our Anglo Scot route, so more
customers who have flexibility around travel times can
enjoy cheaper fares to another destination on the West
Coast. Customers simply pick the date and time of day
they wish to travel, then 24 hours before their journey
we match themto an empty seat onboard a specific train
with a reservation. By offering a quick and easy way to
select even more cost-effective fares, we hope to make
it simpler for customers to find the right ticket for their
needs, while encouraging others to take the train.”
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tanks.

Class 66 706 passes Wolascott on April 7th with the
6M4212:35 Avonmouth - Penyffordd empty cement
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GBRF AGREE CONTRACT FOR STADLER TO PROVIDE SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE FOR ITS NEW
CLASS 99 LOCOMOTIVES

GB Railfreight (GBRf) and Stadler have signed an
agreement that will see Stadler Rail Services be
responsible for all aspects of service and maintenance
GBRf’s latest hybrid locomotives from 2025. This news
follows GBRf’s contract with Stadler and Beacon Rail to
manufacture and deliver 30 new Class 99 bi-mode
Co-Co locomotives. This deal marks the start of a long-
term partnership between the organisations.

Beacon Rail will own the new hybrid fleet, and GBRf
will be the lessee. The UK government’s electrification
rollout, when complete, will enable the Class 99s to run
on electricity across all UK routes and reduce emissions
by 585,000 tonnes of carbon per year.

High quality and reliable servicing is critical to ensuring
the fleet can deliver this impact.

GBRfhas agreed with Stadler that they will maintain the
30 locomotives at a new depot in Leicester, where they
will receive tailored maintenance solutions to ensure a
high quality of service. Stadler will manage overhauls,
spare parts, material supplies, vehicle repairs, mobile
service support, data and maintenance software.

John Smith, CEO of GB Railfreight, said: “The service
agreement with Stadler for the Class 99 locomotives
brings together its design and maintenance divisions to
ensure that rail freight continues to lead the

decarbonisation of supply chains.

Continued private sector investment in the industry-
leading Class 99s and their maintenance facilities,
demonstrates a commitment to modernising and
growing the rail freight sector in the UK to help deliver
the government’s net zero ambitions.”

Paul Patrick, Managing Director of Stadler Rail Service
UK, said: “We have established a strong foothold in the
UK over recent years, and are delighted to have been
awarded another Service contract, based on our proven
track record and expertise in this field.

The locomotives that Stadler will be responsible for will
pavethewaytoagreenerand moreefficientrailnetwork,
supporting the industry’s ambition of promoting modal
shift from road to rail. We are pleased to be supporting
the government’s targets to decarbonise the UK railway
by 2040, which will benefit our clients, British business
and society alike.”



Class 66 701 passes Ashley on April
18th working the 6G52 aggregate
train from Hindlow - Small Heath.

GB RAILFREIGHT INSPIRES THE NEXT GENERATION WITH BACK ON TRACK

GB Railfreight is expanding its schools mentoring
scheme. Back on Track launched as a pilot in Suffolk in
2022 and will be coming to Doncaster and Peterborough
in2023.Theprogrammeaimstoinspireand supportyear
10 and 11 pupils, with advice on topics like CV writing
and interview skills, as well as providing career insight
into the rail freight and logisitics industries.

The pilot, which partnered with Ipswich Academy,
trained 13 mentors from GBRf and some of our
customers at Uniserve and OOCL. They provided a one
hour mentoring session on a fortnightly basis.

Back on Track is all about opening doors to an industry
which is often overlooked or only known to those with
family and friends who work in the sector. By targeting
areas of low economic mobility, the scheme seeks
to help rebalance the UK economy by showcasing
the opportunities our industry offers. Students who
complete the programme are guaranteed an interview
for apprenticeships at GBRf and have an opportunity to
take part in paid summer internships.

Suzannah Rockett, Project Lead “Back on Track’s ethos
is that whilst talent is spread evenly, opportunity is not.
The programme looks to address this for the benefit of

both young people and rail freight logistics.”

Sarah Whurr, Project Lead “When we asked most of the
students at Ipswich Academy what apprenticeship/
training opportunities that they knew of at GBRF they
identified ‘train drivers’ but other than that they draw a
blank, so this programme has been great to sell us, and
our industry to help to attract new, local, and diverse
talent, with a view to tackling the ageing workforce and
in supporting succession planning.”

As well as seeking to support young people, Back on
Track also seeks to benefit our industry by diversifying
our workforce and providing training and leadership
experience to early careers staff. The programme
showcases that the industry offers great careers in
finance,IT,commercialand HR as well asrail operations.

The pilot scheme has been a roaring success at Ipswich
Academy, here’swhatsome of the mentors and mentees
had to say.

“Ithoughtitwas an interesting experience with learning
being fulfilled on both sides, it has helped to improve
my confidence in communicating with other people no
matter the age. | think this has the potential to be

beneficial to the student in getting assistance in their
next steps”

Quotes from Mentees - James, Tayon & Ella - working
with Bruce Poole, Steve Grimley (Uniserve) and Megan
Claydon: “I have enjoyed getting to know my mentor,
they have helped medesign a CV, cover letter and shown
me how to look for an apprenticeship.”

“Thank you for giving up your time to support me.”

“My mentor has beenamazing, | am going to miss seeing
them. Havinga mentorhas made mefeellistened to and
has helped me understand what a workplace is like.”

Quote from Victoria Addis, Careers Leader, Ipswich
Academy: “Working with GB Railfreight mentors on
their back on track programme has been a positive
addition to our Careers Programme. The mentors
have encouraged students to think about their future
pathways and individual career goals.

Their practical advice and guidance have enabled
realistic conservations about the world of work and how
to improve our students’ career management skills. All
the mentors have been supportive, proactive and a

pleasure to work with.”

The expansion of the scheme to Peterborough and
Doncaster, GBRf’s other regional hubs, is already
underway. Like Ipswich, these areas have higher than
average indices of social deprivation so by working
here, we can have a significant impact on people’s
opportunities. We see Back on Track as a way of helping
the next generation with their next career move and
hopefullyinspiringthemtotakeonacareerinrailfreight.

Volunteers for the scheme need to be based within
a commutable distance to Ipswich, Doncaster or
Peterborough, be able to dedicate 2 days for training,
plus two hours a month consistently throughout the
school year. We particularly welcome early careers staff
—if you’re on an apprenticeship or graduate scheme, or
only recently joined the industry, you have a lot to offer
which pupils can relate to! We welcome our customers
and suppliers staff joining the scheme: the more
mentors we have, the more lives we can impact. We do
ask that participating businesses also consider offering
paid work experience and apprenticeship programmes
as part of the scheme.
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Class 66 792 runs through St. Denys with an
Eastleigh to Westbury engineers train on April 26th.

GB RAILFREIGHT INVESTS IN NEW HEALTH AND WELLBEING CENTRES

GBRailfreight (GBRf)ispleasedtoannouncetheopening
of new health and wellbeing centres in its London and
Doncaster offices.

GBRf aims to be the safest and most supportive rail
freight business in the industry. This announcement
delivers preventative, convenient healthcare for all
employees helping to create a safer, healthier and
happier work environment.

The centres cost £22,000 to build and are equipped with
the latest technology to check hearing, vision, blood
pressure, and complete electrocardiograms (ECGs) as
part of GBRf’s industry-leading health and wellbeing

onboarding for all Train Managers and Rail Operators.

Thesamehealth checkswillalso be offeredto allexisting
drivers as partoftheirannual checkup, and willbe made
available to HQ staff undergoing their Personal Track
Safety training. All medical tests will be overseen by
GBRf’s Chief Medical Officer, Dr Manuel Fernandes, who
brings with him over 30 years of medical experience.

Health & Wellbeing is core to GBRf’s sustainability
strategy. The introduction of two new will deliver the
important checkups needed to ensure the health
and safety of GBRf’s frontline staff are supported and
prioritized, confirming they are fit to operate

locomotives and ultimately decreasing the number of
accidents caused by ill health.

John Smith, CEO of GB Railfreight, said: “We’redelighted
to be delivering further on our commitment to the
health, safety, and wellbeing of our employees.

The introduction of these two medical centres is about
more than just new healthcare facilities - it signals our
continued commitment to keeping the physical and
mental wellbeing of our employees at the forefront of
what we do - ultimately protecting our people and our
services. We have intentionally invested in providing
accessible, convenient healthcare solutions that make

it easier for all staff to receive the medical attention they
want.”

Dr Manuel Fernandez, Chief Medical Officer for GB
Railfreight, said: “These new centres provide state of the
art equipment allowing us to bring more preventative
medical care in house than ever before. This means
reduced waiting times, greater convenience and more
flexibility for our people - helping to put them in the
driver’s seat of their own health and wellbeing, no
matter what journey they’re on.”
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On April 21st, Class 91 101, with DVT No. 82223 on
therear, arrives at Doncasterworking 1D19 London
King’s Cross - Leeds service.

FEELING BLOOMING MARVELLOUS - UK'S TOP SPRING SCENES TO BOOST WELLBEING REVEALED

New research has revealed that the historic York City
Walls that surround York’s city centre, the picturesque
green woodland of Kew Gardens and the idyllic glades
of Hampshire’s New Forest are some of the best spring
scenes in the UK according to recent findings from train
operator London North Eastern Railway (LNER).

These locations were uncovered as some of the most
peaceful settings in the UK (56 per cent) according to
recent findings from train company London North
Eastern Railway (LNER).

Ullswater, the second largest lake in the Lake District
and St James’s Park and Richmond Park in England’s
capital were also amongst the top 10 spots for beautiful
displays of spring.

Providing a beautiful backdrop to help clear the mind
(42 per cent), helping people feel at ease (34 per cent)
and being underrated areas of natural beauty (32 per
cent) were cited as reasons when Brits were questioned
on why these natural hotspots ranked highly.

Whilst half (51 per cent) of Brits said they notice an

improvement in their mood when they are in the great
outdoors, a third (34 per cent) intend to get into nature
more this year after a long winter. A further 32 per cent
are keen to discover and share ‘hidden gems’ with their
loved ones this spring. Almost half (43 per cent) admit to
lessfeelings of stress (43 per cent) oranxiety (31 percent)
and having more time to process their thoughts (27 per
cent) when they’re immersed in natural surroundings.

The research, commissioned to launch the third
instalment of LNER’s free downloadable tourist ‘Green
Guides’ series, also discovered that even small bursts
of time in nature can help, with Brits reporting it takes
just 14 minutes to feel the benefit.

The Green Guides series showcases eco-friendly
places to eat, drink and stay, with the latest edition
focusing on Dundee, Durham and York, with previous
editions highlighting recommendations in Inverness,
Harrogate and Lincoln, as well as London, Edinburgh
and Newcastle. As the findings revealed over a third (38
per cent) of Brits believe it’s important to preserve and
protect natural scenes, these destinations are all easily
accessible via train, the most sustainable mode

of transport, to help reduce the impact on the
environment.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said: “Getting
out into nature whether near to home or further afield
makes us all feel better and our research has shown
that your physical and mental wellbeing can decline
if you don’t venture outside for at least 23 minutes a
day, on average. For those looking to explore the UK
this spring, our LNER Green Guides feature distinctive
natural hotspots and historic and cultural attractions
that are working hard in their pursuits to become more
environmentally friendly. We know trains are the most
sustainable form of transport, so visitors to Dundee,
Durham and York can use these free, downloadable
tourist guides and be safe in the knowledge that they’re
alsohavingapositiveimpactontheenvironment,aswell
astheirown personalwellbeing, whenoutexploring. For
those who really want to see the environmental impact
of their travel through different modes of transport -
LNER’s carbon footprint calculator calculates the CO2
emissions for each trip, showing the difference that a
journey made by rail could have.”

LNER’s world-class Azuma trains, which run under
electric power on most of its network, could see carbon
emissions reduce by a staggering 331kgs if half of
planned leisure car and plane journeys were completed
by rail.

Takingabreakfromscreens(45percent),breathinginthe
fresh, cool air (67 per cent), spending quality time with
family and friends (45 per cent) and spotting animals in
their natural habitat (44 per cent), were among the top
reasons why Brits love to immerse themselves in the
great outdoors.

The ‘Green Guide’ includes contributions from LNER
colleagues and customers, Dundee City Council, Visit
Durham and Make it York, revealing local hotspots and
hidden gems, and can be downloaded for free here:
www.lner.co.uk/greenguides



Class801217isseennearScremerston
on March 26th with the 11:30 London
King’s Cross to Edinburgh service.

LNER LAUNCHES NAMED SERVICE TO CELEBRATE THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES Il

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) is proud to launch
a new named service to celebrate the Coronation of
King Charles Ill on Saturday May 6th.

From May 6th, the daily 11:00 service between London
King’s Cross and Edinburgh Waverley will be called the
‘Carolean Express’, with the inaugural service departing
the iconic London station at 11:00 on the day of the
King’s Coronation. The era of British history under King
Charles Il will be known as the Carolean era, the same
name that was given to the eras of both King Charles |
and II.

The ‘Carolean Express’ will join formal service names

such as ‘Highland Chieftain’ and ‘Northern Lights’
which are popular daily services on the LNER route,
operating between London and Inverness and London
and Aberdeen. The weekday ‘Flying Scotsman’ service
operates in the opposite direction, taking customers to
London King’s Cross from Edinburgh Waverley at 05:40,
stopping only at Newcastle. The ‘Carolean Express’
operates Monday-Sunday calling at York, Darlington,
Newcastle, Berwick Upon Tweed and Edinburgh
Waverley.

LNER is celebrating 100 years of proud service on the
East Coast Main Line this year, connecting the English
and Scottish capital cities and a line which is popular

withthe Royal Family. Overthecentury,LNERhasnamed
trains and services to mark important royal occasions
including ‘Coronation’, ‘The Elizabethan’, ‘Silver Jubilee’
and ‘Queen of Scots’.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said: “We’re
delighted to be continuing the tradition of royal
recognition through our fleet of Azuma trains and
services with the introduction of the ‘Carolean Express’.

We know that our customers like to hear about our
named services and fleet and we’re sure this new
addition will prove popular.

In our 100-year history we’ve had services to celebrate
iImportant occasions in royal history and we are proud
to mark the reign of King Charles I11.”

Customers travelling in First Class can enjoy our
onboard complimentary menu with locally sourced
food. Customers in Standard can order a range of food
and drinks directly to their seats using our pioneering
at-seat service.
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On April 4th, Colas Rail’s No. DR73910
is seen passing Nuneaton working
6J73 07:32 Bletchley to Watford
London Concrete.

Waiting room transformed with community help at
St. Margarets rail station

The waiting room at St Margarets rail station, Stanstead
Abbotts, has been refurbished in a collaboration between
Greater Anglia, the New River Line Community Rail
Partnershipandthelocalcommunity.Anewmural,showing
astunningview of Stanstead Abbotts by photographerPaul
Wood, now adorns the waiting room, thanks to funding
from the New River Line Community Rail Partnership
(CRP), which worked with local people to select the perfect
image.

The CRP also worked with Greater Anglia to create a book
swap library in the waiting room, with books donated by
the community and new shelving installed which can also
beusedbylocal businessestodisplay promotionalleaflets.
New bencheshave beenfitted into theredecorated waiting
room, with the old ones donated to St Andrews primary
school, which is just down the road from the station.

Katie Goldthorpe, New River Line Community Rail
Partnership officer, said, “I'm delighted that the
refurbishment is now complete and the waiting room is

now open. It looks lovely - bright, smart and clean - and
it’s great that it now has a dual purpose as a community
lending library. People will now be able to pick up a good
read to enjoy on their journeys.”

SimoneBailey,GreaterAnglia’sAssetManagementDirector,
said, “Investing in upgrades to stations across the network
is extremely important to Greater Anglia, demonstrating
our commitment to providing excellent facilities and
service to our customers. | am pleased that we have been
able to work with the community on this project to deliver
an improved waiting room with an additional community
use to ensure that rail travel is attractive, convenient and
meets the needs of local people.”

The New River Line Community Rail Partnership works
with Greater Anglia, Hertfordshire County Council and
other local organisations to help keep local branch lines
thriving for the benefit of their communities.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

East Midlands Railway, platform ticket
machines, Off-Peak Return validity
and Mandatory Reservations

Q: Last week | bought an Off-Peak Day Return (CDR)
from Blythe Bridge to Manchester. The new(ish)
platform vending machine insisted on me giving it
both outward and return times before it would sell me
aticket. Twoissues:firstly | wasn’t certain of my return
time (outward was there and then, return required
two bus connections working out), secondly it then
reserved me a seat in both directions and printed a
ticket with ‘Mandatory Reservations’ printed on it.

Taking it one step further, this coming week | need to
stay overnight (or several nights) so shall be buying
an Off-Peak Return (SVR).

Why can’t | just buy a ticket?

Are reservations (on Avanti services) still mandatory?
Will the SVR I buy this week still have CLEARLY printed
on it the proper one month ahead expiry date rather
than a return date the TVM forces me to enter?

On the day last week, a quick sprint from Chorlton
Street meant | just made the train that | had been
given the reservation on. Had | attempted to travel at
a different time would the ticket barrier at Piccadilly
have had a strop and refused to open?

Having had several frustrating encounters with ticket
machinesrecently playingthe same ‘tell meyourshoe
sizeandinsidelegmeasurement’game (EMRasabove,
Avanti and Northern when buying in the opposite
direction at Piccadilly) I am thinking of simply getting
on the train without a ticket and paying cash when
challenged (The TVM at Blythe Bridge is card only). |
could buy in advance but | will not know until the last
minute whether | need to travel or not.

A: Most new TVMs are itinerary-based and so insist on
you searching for a journey in order to buy a ticket.
Unfortunately EMR have “joined the club” in replacing
their perfectly serviceable existing, simple TVMs.

Avanti still falsely mark their trains as reservations
compulsory in the timetable data, and thus journey
planners (such as EMR’s new TVMs) are forced to issue
reservations if selling a ticket in conjunction with an
itinerary involving one of their trains.

However, they have never been compulsory in practice
and you will have no issue using a walk-up ticket on
another service, even if it’s ostensibly marked as a
“compulsory” reservation.

Theexpiry date willstill be shown correctly asitremains
a walk-up ticket, even if you are forced to enter a return
date/time.

In future, you may find it easier to buy your ticket online
and obtain an e-ticket, or use ToD to collect a ticket.

Worth noting that Northern machines (certainly some
ofthemifnotyetall) do have a “quick buy” option which
doesn’t require any itinerary based nonsense for those
who don’t need to input one. It works really well. If it
isn’t on all the machines yet I’'m sure it is planned.

Saturday Off Peak Travelcard - Avanti

Q: Many years ago | used a great ticket from Chester
and maybe Crewe called the Saturday Off Peak
Travelcard on Virgin Trains. Basically, you booked an
advance ticket on a Saturday morning and could get
any train back on the Saturday night, plus you got a
travelcard. Great for a day out on a Saturday. It was
hard to search for and not easy to find on the online
booking systems.

| note that there are still details of it on National Rail -
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ticket-types/tickets/
wdt/

Does such a ticket still exist? If so, which stations can
you use it from? If not, are there any other tips and
tricks to get down to London cheaply at the weekend,
bar standard Advance tickets, from say, Lancaster, or
Oxenholme/Preston

A: There are no flows in the fares data for which WDT
features as an available ticket type. Sadly this excellent
ticket was withdrawn by Avanti.

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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Once a common sight all over the network, its
rare to see, let alone photograph the humble
class 08. Here Locomotive Services’ Class

08 631 sits outside its home depot at Crewe on
April 25th.

GTR’s Class 387 is UK’s first major commuter
fleet to be retrofitted with digital ETCS
in-cab signalling equipment

Govia Thameslink Railway’s (GTR’s) first Class 387/1
Great Northern Electrostar train has been retrofitted
with ETCS in-cab signalling as part of the East Coast
Digital Programme, designed to reduce delays and give
passengers a more reliable service.

The Class 387 is the country’s first major commuter
fleet to have the technology retrofitted, and it lays the
foundations for the upgrade to be applied to the rest of
the UK’s vast Electrostar fleet, for future expansion of
ETCS across other routes.

Unit 387101 was installed with the latest iteration
of ETCS in the UK (BL3 R2, also referred to as version
3.6.0), including equipment that will allow the in cab-
signalling system to function.

Each new component was put through powered-down
electrical testing to ensure correct installation of the
ETCS system.

OnApril13th,thetrainwashauled by GBRffromWorksop
to Alstom’s Litchurch Lane manufacturing site in Derby,
where Train Control Management System software will
be installed and the onboard ETCS system (Alstom
ATLAS 3) will be commissioned ready to start static
testing, expected to take approximately five weeks.
The unit will then be taken to Network Rail’s RIDC test
track at Melton Mowbray for dynamic testing.

This “first-in-class’ unitissettoreturnin December 2023,
after which GTR will fit the remaining 28 387/1 units at
its in-house depot in Hornsey, north London.

GTR’s ERTMS Fleet Project Manager Aaron Meakin said:
“We’re delighted that our Class 387 train is the first
commuter train to be retrofitted with the latest ETCS
system - a key milestone for both us as GTR and the East
Coast Digital Programme as we move towards digitally
signalled operations on some of our key routes. We’re
looking forward to seeing how it performs in static and
dynamic testing in the coming months.”

Aaron Weeks, Project Director for Alstom said: “Alstom
iIs proud to be supporting the East Coast Digital
Programme and our partners at GTR and Porterbrook
as they transition to a new, digital railway.

It is an important project milestone for the Alstom
team completing the fitment of the ATLAS equipment
on the first-in-class unit. We are now looking forward to
static and then dynamic testing in the coming months,
which will validate the system and give us the evidence
required for authorisation of the unit.”

The Government-funded East Coast Digital Programme
will see traditional signals removed from the tracks on
the Northern City Line to London Moorgate and the
East Coast Mainline from London to Stoke Tunnels,
south of Grantham. They will be replaced with state-of-
the-art digital signalling technology. This will improve
reliability, meaning a better performing rail service for
customers using this key route.

In-cab signalling provided by ETCS Level 2 operation
supplies continual speed information and movement
authority to the driver via a computer screen in the
driver’s cab, ratherthan relyingonfixed lineside signals.

Ed Akers, Principal Programme Sponsor, East Coast
Digital Programme, said: “The Class 387 is the largest
passenger fleetrequiring retrofittingforthe ECDP, so the
move into static testing is an important step forward in
the delivery of digital signalling on the East Coast Main
Line and an enabler for future deployments across the
network. Collaboration across all parts of theindustry s
enabling progress towards the benefits this will deliver
for passengers and users.”

Ben Ackroyd, Chief Operating Officer at Porterbrook,
which owns GTR’s Class 387 fleet said: “This critical
project plays a key role in the transition to a digital
railway, enabling a more reliable service with fewer
delays, improved safety and reduced costs through the
removal of lineside infrastructure. We’re delighted to
be playing our part in supporting Network Rail on this
and commend the excellent collaboration across the
industry to retrofit the UK’s first commuter train with
digital ETCS in-cab signalling equipment.”
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Colas Rail’s No. DR73905 heads through
Swindon on April 27th.

Thameslink’s Siggy, 83, shares railway memories with schoolchildren

Siggy Cragwell, Thameslink’s very special station
assistant from Elstree & Borehamwood, has recorded
bite-sized memories with the BBC to teach 5-7-year-
olds about how the railway has changed over the years.

Teachers can use the resource, available now on the
brand-new BBC Teach educational series ‘Then and
Now’, available on the BBC History Key Stage 1 website.

Siggy, who at 83 is Thameslink’s oldest employee, is
well-placed to tell the tale. He’s worked on the railway
for 61 years after coming to the UK as part of the
Windrush generation in 1962.

Standingon the platform at Elstree & Borehamwood, he
tells the children: “I was born in Barbados in the 1930s.
When | was a child, we didn’t have a car, or a train and
we used the bus or we used the bicycle.

“Trains now are completely different. Trains now have
lots of new technologies. Most of the trains that we
use are powered by electricity. In those days, we had
steam trains, which were very smoky, and when you’re
travelling, you have your own compartment.”

Siggy has already won two lifetime achievement awards
and was a guest of honour at last year’s unveiling of
the National Windrush Monument in London Waterloo
station, alongside the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge,

Prince William and Kate.

He has no plans to retire. He gets up at 4am to do the
6-11am shift at Elstree & Borehamwood and then does
gym and Tai Chi to keep him fit for cricket - which he
still plays at an international level.

Thameslink’s Customer Services Director Jenny
Saunderssaid: “Siggyisan absolute legend and loved by
all of us and his customers at Elstree & Borehamwood.
It’s typical of his generosity that that he should want to
share some of his lifetime of memories with the next
generation.”
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DBSO No. 9708, with Class 37 610 leading sits in the
sun at Swindon on April 13th working 3Q64 Cardiff
Canton Taff Vale Sidings to Cardiff Canton Taff Vale
Sidings. The train reverses here so the DBSO will be
leading from Swindon.

Direct weekday services resume on West
Coast mainline

Direct weekday services
between Glasgow and
Carlisle resumed on April
24th following completion
of the latest phase of the
£164m project to upgrade
Carstairs  junction on
the West Coast mainline
(WCML).

As part of the Scottish
Government-funded

investment, engineers

have been working to

simplify and upgrade the

track layout - clearing

bottlenecks and making

the junction more reliable.

Overhead power infrastructure and signalling
systems have also beenreplaced orrenewed during
the project.

Since the closure of the line at the start of March,
engineers have:

Installed 7km of track and laid more than 10,000
new sleepers.

Installed 135 new overhead line structures and
renewed 22km of wiring

Run out 75km of new signalling cables.

During the final phase of the modernisation works,
which will take place between now and early June,
the WCML section of the junction will continue to
close on weekends.

With more weekday services on the key cross-
borderrouterestored, work now focusseson further
signalling and overhead wire renewals on sections
of track towards Glasgow and Edinburgh and on
work to remodel Carstairs station’s platforms
ahead of it reopening on Tuesday, May 30th -
when ScotRail services will resume. The closure
of Carstairs junction affects cross-border train
operators including Avanti West Coast, Caledonian
Sleeper, CrossCountry and TransPennine Express,
who have been operating via diversionary routes
or offering alternative journey options during these
vital improvements.

Jim McCleary, Network Rail programme manager

for the Carstairs junction remodelling project,
said: “The reintroduction of direct services
between Glasgow and Carlisle is fantastic news
for passengers. Carstairs junction was coming to
the end of its operational lifespan and this crucial
upgrade work will improve the reliability of this
strategically important infrastructure - providing
improved journeys for passengers and more
capacity for freight. The project is progressing well
and we look forward to completing our work and
fully reopening the line for customers in June.”

Barry Milsom, Executive Director of Operations and
Safety at Avanti West Coast, said: “We’re pleased to
welcomethereturnofournormalweekdaytimetable
onour Glasgow and Edinburgh routes following the
completion of the second phase of Network Rail’s
upgradework.We’dliketothank customersfortheir
patience and understanding over the last seven
weeks and remind them our weekend services will
still be impacted, as the third and final phase of the
Carstairs Modernisation Project is completed. With
no direct trains to or from Scotland on Saturdays
and Sundays until early June, we strongly advise
customers plan their journey, as well as visit the
Avanti West Coast website for the latest updates.”

Passengers planning to travel on weekends
between now and Sunday June 4th - including
on the extended bank holiday weekends in May
- are advised to check their journey at www.
nationalrailenquiries.co.uk or with their train
operator.


http://www.southerncountiesrailwaysociety.co.uk

Farewell to Class 317 886 and 317 884 as the pass through Northampton en route to the scrapman behind Class

37 800 as 5Q68 08:59 Ely MIf Papworth Sidings to Kingsbury Sidings on April 19th.

River Nene at Kingsthorpe on April 28th.

LNWR Class 350 236 and 350 264 working 1Y33 11:56 London Euston to Birmingham New Street service cross the

Network Rail starts roof renovations to brighten up Britain’'s busiest station

London Waterloo’s 100-year-old station
roof is being given a face-lift to provide a
lighter and brighter welcome to the capital.
Passengers travelling to and from London
Waterloo station will soon benefit from a
lighter welcome to the capital. Network Rail
engineers have begun work on this two-year
project to refurbish the 100-year-old station
roof which overlooks the main concourse
and was rebuilt just after the First World War
in 1922.

Workisneededtoreplacetheexistingglazing
and support structures which will bring the
roof backto its former glory. During this time
a one-way system on Cab Road for taxis and
delivery vans will be in place and customers
may expectto see some scaffoldingup in the
station. Approximately 10,000 new glazed
panels will be installed across 12,000 square
metres of roof — an area almost twice the
size of the pitch at Wembley Stadium. The
panels will be made from a polycarbonate
glazing material which is around 50% lighter
in weight, reducing stress on the structure
and future proofing it for decades to come.

A range of other work to improve the overall
customer experience at the station is also
being carried out where teams plan to make
huge improvements to the station’s retail
offering which will see new brands and
food outlets coming to the station, as well
as giving some existing shops a makeover.
Stationteamshavealsolistened to customer

feedback and are adding additional
sustainable wooden seats to keep people
comfortable when waiting for trains which
will add to the 480 seats, plus 120 seats on
platforms.

Workalsostartedearlierthisyeartorefurbish
the toilets, adding a gender-neutral facility
as well as more female

facilities to bring them in

line with what is available

for males, plus extra baby

changing areas.

This is part of the wider
Improving London Waterloo
station programme of work
planned over the next few
years.

Cem Davis, Network Rail’s
London Waterloo station

manager, said: “We really
welcome the improvements
being made at London
Waterloo which is Britain’s
busiest station. Customers
will soon benefit from a
lighter and brighter station
making journeys more
welcoming and pleasant.
Work is also underway to
improve the retail and food
and drink offer, and the

toilets are also in the middle

of a large-scale refurbishment. There will
be some changes to the station as we carry
out the upgrades and our station team will
be on hand to ensure customers’ station
experience is as seamless as possible.”

Peter Williams, South Western Railway’s
customer and commercial director, said:
“We’re delighted that SWR’s customers

will soon be able enjoy the benefit of the
improvements being made to Waterloo
station. The refurbishment of the roof will
mean that that the building will be lighter;
and other works will provide more seating
as well as improved customer information
screens, better shopping and Dbetter
opportunities for eating and drinking.

Our colleagues at Network Rail will be
carrying out these improvements with as
little disruptionto normal station working as
possible and we look forward to welcoming
customers to a brighter Waterloo.”



John Sloane

Network Rail has revealed a new artwork at Paddington
station to highlight the company’s commitment to
protecting wildlife and biodiverse habitats alongside
the railway.

The artwork is a print of five oil paintings done by Cindy
Powell, an artist based in Wiltshire and a MA student at
Falmouth University, depicting a Great Western Railway
Class 800 IET alongside images of British wildlife in
a surrealist style reminiscent of Lewis Carroll’s Alice
in Wonderland. The piece celebrates the diversity of
habitats and creatures found along rail corridors and
Network Rail’s work to protect them.

Jane Austin, Network Rail’s director of engineering and
asset management for the Western route, said: “The
railway provides a rich and diverse tapestry of habitats
for biodiversity and is home to many species of plants
and animals,includingsomethatarerareorendangered.

“We’recommittedtoprotectingthesebiodiversehabitats
and achieving no net loss of biodiversity on railway land
by 2024, with a net gain on each route by 2035.

Protecting our wildlife from becoming still life:
Network Rail unveils new artwork at London Paddington

“Cindy’s artwork encapsulates the joy that nature and
wildlife caninspire and centres Network Rail’s ambitious
biodiversity targets in the larger rail context, with trains,
plants and animals co-existing with all the benefits that
they bring to one another.

“I hope the piece inspires passengers as they travel
to and from Paddington so that we can all do our bit
to protect our wild landscapes and the creatures that
inhabit them.”

Cindy Powell, who created the paintings, said: “l wanted
to highlight Network Rail’s environmental strategies and
biodiversity action plans by painting a Pentaptych, with
a tea party theme, that had all sorts of creatures and a
trainintertwined into it. | strive to encourage a symbiotic
and harmonious relationship between humans and all
of earth’s creatures by creating fun, colourful figurative
and surrealistic type paintings.”

Passengers will find the new artwork near the entrance
to the Hammersmith and City line and Paddington taxi
rank.

Michael Lynam



Network Rail engineers work around the clock to repair Nuneham viaduct

The railway between Didcot Parkway and Oxford will
not reopen until early June following the closure of
Nuneham viaduct in Oxfordshire for safety reasons
on Monday April 3rd, as Network Rail engineers work
around the clock to repair the structure. The line was
shut after Network Rail installed monitoring equipment
detected increasingly significant movements of the
viaduct, which crosses the River Thames between
Culham and Radley, despite Network Rail carrying out
stabilising works inrecent weeks. Monitoring equipment
is routinely installed across the rail network to provide
data on the infrastructure and detect when any issues
may arise. The structure had been monitored with such
equipment since 2018, with extra equipment installed
earlier this year. Prior to the recent rapid deterioration
of the viaduct, its condition posed no risk to trains or
passengers.

The viaduct, like other rail infrastructure, undergoes
regular inspections, including with divers below the
water every three years. Manual inspections have been
carried out attheviaduct every three months since 2021,
withfullinspectionsofthestability of thesouthernbridge
support structure in 2019 and 2022. These inspections

ledtoaplannedlowintrusivegroundstabilisationscheme
in March 2023. Unfortunately, these interventions in
March 2023 were not successful, resulting in the closure
of the line once the condition of the viaduct rapidly
and unexpectedly deteriorated. The cause of the rapid
declineintheconditionofthesouthernsupportstructure
is currently unknown, however engineers will be in a
better position to assess this once the old support has
been removed. Engineers have been working around
the clock since the line was closed and are now working
to replace the southern support structure with a new
one, which will provide a long-term fix and allow for
both passenger and freight trains to run again between
Didcot Parkway and Oxford by Saturday June 10th. The
work to replace the support structure will be complex
and challenging owing to ground conditions at the site,
including the proximity to the River Thames and the
heavy clay soil in which the new support will need to be
secured.

Network Rail has been working closely with its rail
industry partners to help keep passengers moving while
the line is closed. As part of this partnership, GWR,
CrossCountry, Chiltern Railways and Network Rail have

with the line expected to be closed until early June

implemented a revised timetable for the duration of
the line closure, with a rail replacement service and
local shuttle services running. Those travelling between
London Paddington and Oxford/North Cotswolds will
need to change at Didcot Parkway for replacement bus
services, adding about 45 mins to journey times.

A non-stop bus shuttle will run between Didcot and
Oxford, with another calling at intermediate stations.
Trains will continue to operate largely as planned
between Hereford/Worcestershire and Oxford.

Stuart Calvert, Network Rail’s capital delivery director,
said: “Our teams have been working 24/7 since the line
has been closed to determine how best to repair the
structure so that we can run trains across the viaduct
safely once again.

“We can now confirm that we’re working towards a
reopening date of Saturday June 10th and will be
replacing the old southern support structure in order to
start running trains safely again.

“We are sorry for the disruption this has caused for
passengers and advise them to continue to check before
they travel.”

Huw Margetts, CrossCountry’s regional director, said:
“We’re sorry that passengers’ journeys will be disrupted
untilearly June while Network Rail carries out this urgent
work. The plans we introduced to help people keep
travellinghaveworked well,and we willwork closelywith
our industry partners to ensure this continues until the
line reopens. Until then, we encourage anyone travelling
to check their journey carefully before departing or visit
our website for further information.”

Mark Hopwood, GWR’s managingdirector, said: “Itisvery
disappointing to hear this key route will be out of action
for some considerable time, but it’s important Network
Rail are given the time to make the necessary repairs.
We at GWR are working hard with our colleagues at
CrossCountry and Chiltern to ensure we can give
passengers as many journey options as possible and will
continue to see what more we can do over the coming
weeks to improve that situation.”
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No crane, no gain - Engineers install wider
staircase to improve accessibility for
passengers at Clapham Junction station

This Easter, one of the biggest cranes in Europe
visited Clapham Junction station in south west
London toinstall a brand new and wider staircase.

Over the Easter weekend Network Rail engineers
and supply chain partners successfully removed
and replaced the staircase on platforms 13 and 14
at Clapham Junction station using an 80m, 700
tonne hydraulic crane.

Anew and widerstaircase wasinstalled toimprove
capacity and reduce overall congestion in the
station, providing a more comfortable experience
for passengers travelling through.

Lucy McAuliffe, Network Rail’s Sussex route
director, said: “It’s fantastic to see the progress the
teams have made over the Easter weekend across
the Sussex region. At Clapham Junction, the new
staircase will mean more comfortable journeys for
passengers especially those using busy platforms
13 and 14 which serve passengers travelling on
Southern services to and from London Victoria

and the south coast.

The work down in Streatham also sees the last
of nine major junction rebuilds which have
been delivered as part of the two year, £160m
investment in track and signalling on the lines
between Balham, Clapham Junction and London
Victoria as part of the London Victoria resignalling
programme.

“We’d like to thank passengers for their patience
whilst we carried out these works. The upgrades
will keep people moving safely and reliably for
decades to come.”

Engineers also worked around the clock to renew
a set of outdated switches and crossings at
Streatham North Junction to improve safety and
reliability.



ScotRail supports active travel to Mallaig with
introduction of Highland Explorer carriages

Cross Country HST power car No.
43285 heads the 16:25 Plymouth
- Leeds out of Cheltenham Spa on
March 11th.
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Adventure seeking cyclists and local communities along the West
Highland line can now benefit from more seats and enhanced on-
board facilities, thanks to the introduction of ScotRail’s Highland
Explorer carriages to and from Mallaig.

ScotRail ran the first of its Highland Explorer carriages, which
boast 20 cycle spaces and were a UK-first, on the Mallaig branch
of the West Highland Line on April 19th. The carriages operate on
two services each day - the early morning service from Mallaig
to Glasgow Queen Street and the evening Glasgow Queen Street
to Mallaig. Northbound services run Monday to Friday, whilst
Southbound services run Tuesday to Saturday.

The move benefitslocal communities aswell as adventure seeking
cyclists, as the addition of the carriages on the route means
customers benefit from 15 per cent more seats, more luggage
space, and access to an additional toilet on board. The Highland
Explorer carriages have larger cushioned seats, USB and plug
charging points, and also feature table maps detailing the route,

with recommendations on where to walk, cycle, and visit. QR
codes at each table also provide links for further inspiration on
places to visitin Scotland. The early morning service from Mallaig
to Glasgow Queen Street calls at Fort William during the morning
peak, providing more seats for commuters.

To help supportactivetravel, ScotRail also removed the additional
chargeforits Highland Explorer ticket earlier this month, meaning
customers using the service on the Mallaig line now have access
to the active travel carriage without having to pay the £10
supplement.

The removal of the additional fare means that customers can now
purchase the Highland Explorer ticket for the price of a standard
class fare.

Therepriced ticket will provide customers with guaranteed access
to the carriage allowing them to sit closer to their cycle, or other
large item of luggage.

First electric trains on Transpennine Route Upgrade in sight, as Stalybridge station reopens

The Transpennine Route Upgrade continues
to build towards the future of electric rail
travel in the North, as industry leaders hail
the latest upgrade work at Stalybridge
station.

Engineers worked around the clock over 26-
days to complete their largest phase of work
todate,includingafulljunctionremodelling,
installing over 2km of new track and 23 new
signals, upgrading 13 crossovers and fitting
new overhead line equipment for future
electrification, which will improve journeys
along this key route.

Rail Minister,Huw Merrimansaid: “Our multi-
billion-pound Transpennine Route Upgrade
will transform our railways for generations
to come and this major piece of work at
Stalybridge station is just another way we’re
investing to improve rail in the North.

“These vital works will support economic
growth, connect communities and deliver
faster, greener and more reliable services
across the region”

Themulti-billion-poundTranspennineRoute
Upgrade is set to revolutionise rail travel
in the North, better connecting towns and
cities through more frequent, faster trains,
running on a cleaner, greener and more
reliable railway.

Hannah Lomas, Industry Programme
Director for Transpennine Route Upgrade,
said: “We’d like to say a big “thank you” to
passengers for bearing with us while we did
this work; it means that trains will be able
to move through Stalybridge station faster
and more reliably.

“This is just one component of the wider
Transpennine Route Upgrade, which
will electrify the whole route between
Manchester and York via Huddersfield and
Leeds, bringing the lineinto the 21st century
with 70 miles of fully electric, digital railway.”

Rob Warnes, Strategic DevelopmentDirector
for Northern, said: “We’re really grateful
to all of our customers for their patience
throughout this 26-day closure of the line

between Manchester and Stalybridge. The
work that has taken place will allow us to
run electric trains to Stalybridge in the near
future, meaning faster, greener and more
reliable trains for everybody.”

Chris Nutton, Major Projects Director for
TransPennine Express, said: “Completing
the 26-day upgrade work at Stalybridge is a
fantasticachievementforthe cross-industry
teams who have worked tirelessly to deliver
this important work.

“It takes us another step closer towards
this once-in-a-generation rail project which
will enable more frequent trains between
Manchester and York — running on a cleaner,
greener, more reliable railway.

“We’d like to thank customers for their
patience and cooperation during the work.
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Polos, starting from £14.00 Heavy weight Hoodies starting Softshell, from £27.00 each, Morf’s (neckwear), starting
each, minimal order of 3. from £27.50 each, minimal minimal order of 2. from £9.00 each, minimal
order of 3.

order of 2.

Wouldn’t Happen Nowadays

Budget
Hoodies
£18.10 eacH

For 5 plus.
(Not shown)

Gymsacs, starting from We have a broad range of Promotional print T-shirt, Hi-Vis, starting from £7.50
£5.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, from shoppers, courier £10.50 each minimal order of 2. each, minimal order of 2
bags to messenger bags.

Umbrellas, starting from Branded merchandise, Draw Branded T-shirts starting If you are after an item not shown,

£14.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, mouse mats, coasters. from £8.70 each, please ask, we have a vast range.

minimal order of 5. Prices shown is example pricing,
Pricing will vary on artwork / design
and quantities.

Societies Apparel

Clubs and

Standard turn-around time 5-7
days. Prices assume collection
from our Huddersfield Service
Centre. Postage if required
charged at cost.

Showing your pride of your organisation, builds awareness and strength in your brand. Get the message out there
consistently with consistent branded apparel. Some of our example pricing, always best to get a bespoke quote.

huddersfield@had-it.co.uk « 01484 500441 « had-print.co.uk
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o No. 75014 stands at Toddington on April 22nd working an
A D I ffz ren 1. ECS to Cheltenham.
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Unusual, unique diesel loco visits line for first time.

Thousands of enthusiasts packed trains at the Great Central Railway as
vintage diesel took centre stage for a gala. Steam power was side lined for
the weekend as different locomotives dating from the 1950s and 60s wowed
visitors.

“Diesel locos have their own generation of fans,” said Great Central Railway
General Manager Malcolm Holmes. “These machines represent a time when
lots of different ideas for modernising Britain’s Railways were being tried
out. Some when on to have long careers, others were retired quickly!”

DIESEL POWER!

Among those which didn’t make the grade was the Class 17, which was
star guest at the GCR gala. Built in the 1960s, they had a distinctive central
driving cab, with low bonnets covering the engines. The idea was the driver
could see in both directions clearly. However they were not a success and
all but one was scrapped. Happily as guest of honour, on its first ever visit to
the GCR, it turned heads and painted a picture of a ‘what might have been’
future!

“As diesels get older, they are just asimportant a part of our heritage railway
story,” continued Malcolm. “Whenenthusiastscometothelineforourevents,

Thousands visit the Great
Central Railway as vintage machines shine

GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE

they boost the whole local visitor economy and we’re delighted to play our
part bringing people from all the country to Leicestershire.”

Over the weekend of the June 17th and 18th, the Great Central will celebrate
fifty years of running heritage trains, hauled by steam and diesel traction,
with another special once in a lifetime gala event, featuring a fifty wagon
freight train, full details will be on the GCR website shortly.


http://www.gcrailway.co.uk
http://www.gcrailway.co.uk
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