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photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk. page on our website. Contact addresses are
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a provided above.

written article featuring an event or railtour,

All images should be provided at a resolution of

at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Welcome to

Another month gone by, and those
lighter nights are starting to make a
difference to the drive home. It will
soon be summer time and some
well deserved days out after the last
couple of years.

Anyway after mentioning SLC in the
news lastmonth,theyareinthenews
again as SLC Rail, the rail station
design and build specialist, has been
selected to be part of First Group’s
property  projects  consultancy
framework. The company is working
in partnership with FJD Consulting
on the framework and will support
with providing station design and
consultancy services. The contract
covers England and Wales and spans
all First Group’s railway properties
including more than 400 stations
managed across the UK network and
withmorethan£150mofconstruction
work in its pipeline. With experience
in over 50 station projects and with
a train operator within its group, SLC
is well-placed to support First Group
with its projects.

lan Walters, managing director at
SLC Rail said: “We’re pleased to be
supporting First Group with this
framework, which has already led to
SLC winning work with TransPennine
Express and Great Western Railway.
There has never been a more
important time to do everything
we can to attract people to rail, be
that through enhancing stations or
through improving the railway
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infrastructure.”

Stuart Parker, property director at
First Group said: “We wanted to
work with partners who not only
understood the transportation and
property sectors but also had an in-
depth knowledge of best practice
across the built environment, and a
complementaryaddedvalueattitude
to provide better rail services, keep
people moving and communities
prospering across the country.”

Here’s an interesting event this
month, as the fundraising event you
can do inyour sleep is back for 2022!
‘The Railway Children Sleepout 2022’
Swap your warm bed at home for
the cold floor of a railway station on
March31st and help Railway Children
raise awareness as well as vital funds
to support the hundreds of children
who face hardship every day around
the world.

The Sleepout made a huge impactin
2020 with over 300 people sleeping
at nine stations and raising over
£160,000, and last year’s alternative
version, The Sleep In, was another
huge success. It’s back again in 2022
and eight stations (Glasgow Central,
Leeds, Manchester Piccadilly, Derby,
Birmingham New Street, London
Liverpool Street, London Waterloo,
and London Victoria) have signed up
to take part.

Railway Children’s CEO Terina Keene

said: “We know from our work with
British Transport Police that around
10,000 vulnerable young people are
identified on the rail network every
year. They might be running away
from home, involved in county lines
drugs gangs, being groomed to go
and meetastrangerorevencomingto
the station with thoughts of suicide.
With the help of our supporters and
the whole rail community we can
make sure we’re there to help them
when they need it most.

“This event is a great way to raise
money for our projects that reach
these children, but also to share
our work and our message with the
many thousands of people who pass
through our transport system every
day. Together we can make a vital
difference to the lives of so many
children.”

Now considering the hassle some
enthusiasts get at various stations, |
wonder what the ‘Security’ people are
going to make of a load of people in
sleeping bags. We shall wait and see,
but I hope all goes well and it is for a
good cause. Ifonly they were including
Carlisle, | might have been tempted.

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy
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Southern’s Class 313 215 arrives at Portsmouth and
Southsea with the 10:55 Littlehampton - Portsmouth
and Southsea service on February 17th.

John Goodrich
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Looking a little uncared for on February 4th, Class
66 614 brings the 6M87 12:58 Dewsbury to Earles Sidings

cement empties, through Fitzwilliam.

Tim Saunders
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Once again many thanks to
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contributed, it really makes our task

of putting this magazine together
a joy when we see so many great
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Class 390 114 heading to London
Euston,races pastEuxtononFebruary

2nd.

Avanti West

Coast

West Coast “Marmalade Line” provides right track in search for winning preserve

Avanti West Coast supports search to find world’s
best marmalade by transporting jars of preserves to
Marmalake District.

Avanti West Coast has renamed its route through
Cumbria to support the search to find the world’s best
marmalade.

Sections of the West Coast Main Line between London
and Glasgow were named the “West Coast Marmalade
Line” to mark a renowned competition that aims to find
the tastiest preserve.

It featured drop-off points at selected stations along
the route - offering amateur marmalade makers an
alternative to posting their prized jars.

The train operator’s efforts to zest up its route is part of
its support for the annual World’s Original Marmalade
Awards and Festival. The winners of this year’s awards
will be announced in May.

Entries travelled on a Pendolino train - known as the
“Marmalade Express” for the journey - to Penrith, where
they were collected and taken a few miles down the road
for judging at Dalemain Mansion - home of the awards
and festival.

For every jar submitted, entrants donate £10 towards
palliative care charities, including Hospice at Home, who
provide care and support to patients, family members
and carers affected by life limiting illness in North and
East Cumbiria.

To date the event, which attracts competitors from
around the world, including Australia and Japan, as well
as promoting small producers, has raised over £270,000
for hospice care.

Mark Green, Avanti West Coast Station Manager at
Penrith, said: “This prestigious event is great for Penrith
and Cumbria, which are fondly known asthe MarmaLake
District when the region welcomes marmalade entries.
At the same time, it supports the vital work of Hospice
at Home, so we’re delighted to be championing this key
event that makes a difference in the communities we
serve.

“Entries for this world-famous competition come far and
wide and we’re proud to have provided the West Coast

MarmaladelLinetogiveentrantsana-peel-ingalternative
to posting their jars and ensure potential prize-winning
preserves are delivered safely to Penrith.”

JaneHasell-McCosh,founderoftheDalemainMarmalade
Awards, said: “We are delighted that the Marmalade
Express has returned for the awards. It is a wonderful
opportunity to encourage marmalade makers to enter
the competition and it is lovely to think that the jars
travel by train, to the home of the Marmalake District.
Dalemain Mansion has strong links with the railway, and
it is great to see those links grow with the help of this
delicious preserve!”



Avanti West
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Avanti West Coast and Eurostar’s Climate Train journey has been given
a special honour for showcasing rail during the COP26 Climate Change
conference.

Thetrainoperatorandhigh-speedrailoperator, Eurostar,sharedaprestigious
Golden Whistles Award for the Climate Train journey in October last year.

The Awards are organised by Modern Railways magazine and the Chartered
Institution of Railway Operators.

The special ‘Climate Train’ operated between the Netherlands and Scotland
carrying passengers to COP26 thanks to a partnership between Avanti West
Coast, Eurostar, NS, ProRail and Youth for Sustainable Travel.

Official delegationsfromthe Netherlands, Belgium,Italyand Germanyjoined
young people, MEPs, and NGOs such as Friends of the Earth and Oxfam, to
enjoy one of the more sustainable ways to travel between the continent and
COP26.

Whilst travelling at 186mph between Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Brussels and
London, youth activists joined politicians and rail experts to debate and
exchange ideas, tackling topics such as how to accelerate the modal shift
towards sustainable travel and how innovation in rail can support this.

On arrival in the UK from the Eurostar service, delegates made their way
between St Pancras and Euston to join an Avanti West Coast’s iconic
Pendolino.

It was fully wrapped with a unique sustainability design to celebrate journey
and applied with the support of train builder Alstom, Aura Graphics as well
as rolling stock company Angel Trains who own and invest in the Pendolino
fleet. The Golden Whistles “Special Award” was given to representatives
of Avanti West Coast, Eurostar and Scotland’s Railway for their efforts in
highlighting rail’s role in the battle against climate change during COP26
and beyond. It was presented at a prestigious event held at the Marriott
Hotel, Grosvenor Square in London.

Managing Director of Avanti West Coast, Phil Whittingham, said: “It’s a
such an honour to be recognised for the Climate Train and this initiative
exemplified true collaboration between international rail operators. It
showed that Avanti West Coast, like the wider rail industry, is committed to
cleaner, greener transport for all.”

Jacques Damas, Chief Executive Officer, Eurostar, said: “Rail has a leading
role to play in helping to reduce carbon emissions, and the Climate Train is a
shining example of what we can achieve in this area when we come together
as an industry.

Avanti West Coast and Eurostar recognised with
special award for Climate Train

“At Eurostar, we look forward to continuing this journey as we commit to
lowering our own carbon footprint by improving our supply chain and the
origins of the electricity we use, as well as investing in our routes, timetables
and customer experience. Allthis comes with one single objective - to makeit
easierfortravellers to make high-speed rail theirfirst choice forinternational
short haul journeys.”

Phil Sherratt, Editor of Modern Railways added: “We are all aware of the
grave climate crisis that confronts us. COP26 last autumn put Glasgow at the
centre of the world stage. Not only did this present a great PR opportunity
for the UK railway, but it was also a big operating challenge, given the huge
numbers of people to be transported to, and moved around, Glasgow - at a
time when the pandemic was still a big issue.

“I am pleased to say our railway measured up to the occasion. The Climate
Train initiative showed the world that railways can provide a low-carbon
option for long-distance travel.”
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COLAS RAIL UK'S FREIGHT TEAM TAKE ON SUCCESSFUL TIMBER TRIALS

Colas Rail UK’s Freight division has played a key role in
the transport and delivery of 400 tonnes of timber in a
successfultrial organised by Euroforest Ltd and Pontrilas
Sawmills. Exploring new ways to reduce their carbon
footprint after previously transporting their materials
by road, the freight team provided a sustainable
solution in the form of utilising a Class 70 loco to haul
the cargo across 130 miles from Newton Abbot, Devon
to Abergavenny, Monmouthshire. The trial was the first
in over five years for Euroforest in moving timber by rail
as they explore new options as opposed to using road
haulage vehicles.

Speaking about the success of the trial, Colas Rail
UK Freight Director, Simon Ball said “This is a great
opportunity to provide a sustainable alternative in

On February 24th, Class 56 094 runs
round its engineers train at Crewe
working from Crewe Basford Hall -
Pinnox Branch Esso Sidings.

operating on rail, especially as we lead the field in
the transportation of timber by rail. We are acting to
contribute to Net Zero Targets, in line with the objectives
of our Group in promoting rail freight and in reducing
the number of HGVs on the road, especially during the
shortage of drivers. Working with the client and Network
Rail, I’'m convinced that we can move forward and build
on the success of the trial.”

Rob Blackmore, Network Rail’'s Local Operations
Manager for the Severn & Gwent area said “It has been
a real team effort to get the trial off the drawing board
and onto the rails. It will further enhance Network Rail’s
drive to decarbonise the UK.”

Mark Williams, Euroforest’s
Director of Operations for
England & Wales said “The
difficulties with road transport
of goods has been highly
publicised over the last couple
of years. Moving roundwood
timber by rail is a great
solution to this problem. Rail
transport provides an efficient
and environmentally friendly
method of moving bulk loads
to our customers.”
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On February 4th, Class 66 111 passes
Kempseye with 6V75 Dee Marsh Reception
Sidings - Margam TC.

DB Cargo UK and Groupe CAT launch new international services for Toyota

New international rail freight services have commenced
from Toton in Nottinghamshire to Valenciennes in
NorthernFrancefortheglobalautomotive manufacturer,
Toyota.Thisfollowstheconstructionofanew,£2.6million
automotive transfer facility at DB Cargo UK’s strategic
site in the East Midlands and £3 million investment by
Groupe CAT in its specialist wagon fleet. Following a
series of successful trial runs, fully loaded trains carrying
approximately 260 vehicles are now operating twice a
week between the two locations - a movement which
used to take five days by road now takes just 24 hours
by train and reduces carbon emissions by 2,300 tonnes
every year!

On the outbound journey, the new generation of hybrid
Corollas manufactured at Toyota’s Derby plant are being
exportedto France. Toyota Aygo, Yaris and the new Yaris+
vehicles are being imported on the return leg, to ensure
full utilisation of the new services.

DB Cargo UK’s Chief Sales Officer Roger Neary said
the commencement of the services was a significant
milestoneaftermonthsofcollaborationandconstruction
by all parties involved. Freight belongs on Rail and this
is a really exciting collaboration between DB Cargo
UK, Groupe CAT & Toyota. It’s a win-win-win for all
those involved and will see us deliver an efficient and
environmentally-friendly rail logistics solution for one
of the world’s biggest automotive manufacturers,” he
added. “Not only that, it has also seen us breathe new
life back into a previously disused area of our strategic
Toton site.”

Steve Reynolds, Managing Director of Groupe CAT’s
subsidiary STVA UK, said: “This projectisthe culmination
of four years’ work from conception through to
implementation. It is a very exciting project for Groupe
CAT, requiring resources from road, rail and terminals
both here in the UK and in Europe too. To facilitate the

project, we have signed a long-term lease with DB Cargo
UK for the Toton rail terminal and have invested more
than £3 million to refurbish our wagons.”

DB Cargo UKiscurrentlythecountry’sleadingtransporter
of finished vehicles by rail, much of which is conducted
working in partnership with wagon owner & logistics
specialist Groupe CAT. It’s £2.6 million investment has
seentheconstructionofanewvehiclestoragecompound
spanningsome4.25acres, alongwith associated loading
and unloading facilities. The work was undertaken by
Britcon (UK) Ltd and involved the import of some 11,000
tonnes of construction material. Over 800 metres of
new track has been laid alongside the extensive storage
facility and 1100 metres of road has either been newly
constructed or widened to accommodate the car
transporters now taking the Toyota vehicles to and
from site. Some 900 metres of security fencing has been
constructed, five miles of white lines painted on the

tarmacadam surface and several miles worth of cabling
laid to accommodate the necessary on-site CCTV and
lighting.

Roger Neary said: “Each train will carry the equivalent
load of around 29 road transporters. The rail solution will
not only reduce congestion on the UK’s Road network
but will also generate significantly less CO2 emissions
than if they were taken by road.”

Steve Reynolds added: “We have taken the opportunity
to redesign key aspects of the wagons to ensure they
could deliver the next generation of cars and match
Toyota’s quality expectations. Without this investment
andinnovation,itwould nothavebeenpossibletodeliver
the targeted environmental and lead-time benefits. We
should also recognise publicly the excellent support and
contribution to this project from Eurotunnel, Border
Force and the DFT, who have all really worked hard to
make this project happen”.
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GB Railfreight (GBRf) has taken delivery of a Class 18 hybrid+ shunting locomotive as part of a
three-month trial with Beacon Rail Leasing, marking the latest expansion of its growing fleet

As GBRf looks towards the future of its assets, the
shunting locomotive will enable low noise and zero
emissions, demonstrating a clear contribution to the
challenge of meeting the UK’s net zero carbon targets.

Thelocomotive was delivered to Whitemooron Tuesday
February 1st, where it will undergo a series of testing to
understand its capabilities and performance.

Manufactured by Clayton Equipment Ltd, the Class
18 is powered by an onboard battery that provides
emissions-free operation where charging facilities are
available, or through a regenerative braking system.
When challenges with range or operation occur, an
efficient onboard Stage V compliant engine can be
utilised to increase the locomotives running time.

Recently imported for GBRf is Class 66 796. The
locowhich carriesthename ‘The Green Progressor’
was to be found catching the winter sun outside
Doncaster Roberts Roads depot on February 4th.

David Golding, Asset Director, GB Railfreight, said:
“The Class 18 hybrid+ shunting locomotive has the
power to play a key role in the decarbonisation of our
future fleet. Going forward, it will offer a wide range of
sustainable benefits capable of significantly reducing
the environmental impact of our operations.”

Rob Dee, Chief Commercial Officer, Beacon, said: “We
are very pleased to have delivered the first of our order
of 15 Class 18 hybrid+ shunting locomotives, from
Clayton Equipment, to GB Railfreight. This is a key
milestone in our delivery program and we look forward
to working with GB Railfreight through their trial period.
This locomotive will offer our customers a greener and
sustainable option for railfreight operations in the UK
against the backdrop of targets to reduce emissions,”.

Clive Hannaford, Managing
Director, Clayton Equipment,
said: “We are very proud to
supply GB Railfreight through
Beacon Rail with the Class
18 locomotive. In the fast-
changing environment with
decarbonisation targets, the
increased demand for lower
emissions, new technology
and more capacity, the Clayton
Equipment Hybrid+ CBD90 will
support GBRf with sustainable
environmental benefits which
meets their commitment to
invest in new technology and
provide real cost savings”.
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Class 66 707 ‘Sir Sam Fay’ working
4762 East Midlands Gateway to
Seaforth passes Burton on February

Reedham station car park upgrade unearths cash
boost for rail line

Oneperson’strashturnedintoanother’streasurefollowing
arecyclinginitiativeon Greater Anglia’sWherry Lines route.
During recent repairs to the car park at Reedham railway
station, a large pile of bricks, believed to have been part of
the stations former cattle dock were unearthed at the site
and were subsequently offered to a local recycling yard in
return for a donation. Greater Anglia received £500 for the
bricks,whichithasdonatedtotheWherryLinesCommunity
Rail Partnership for use towards its efforts to support the
line and the work of the Reedham station adopters. The
additional funding will be used by the Community Rail
Partnership towards ongoing improvement works at the
station and in support of community engagement work by
the adopters for which they received a top national award
in 2020.

Greater Anglia Site Manager, Phil Hogg, presented Martin
Halliday, Development Officer for the Wherry Lines
Community Rail Partnership and Ann Thompson, one of
the volunteer station adopters at Reedham with a cheque
for £500 on February 10th. He said, “I’m delighted that we
were able to improve the car park at Reedham in a

sustainable way, saving the old materials for another use
elsewhere and at the same time contributing towards the
amazing work that is being done by the Community Rail
Partnership and volunteer station adopters in making our
stations attractive, welcoming places for passengers and
a source of pride for the community.”

Martin Halliday, Development Officer for the Wherry
Lines Community Rail Partnership said; “On behalf of the
partnership and all our station adopters, | would like to
thank Phil and Greater Anglia for this kind donation which
will be put to excellent use towards delivering projects
that improve facilities and support to our promotion of
the line.”

Reedham station first opened in 1844 on a route to Great
Yarmouthas partofthefirstrailwaytobeopenedinNorfolk,
the line between Reedham and Lowestoft opened in 1847
and this summer will celebrate its 175th anniversary.
In 2020 Reedham Station won first prize in the It’s Your
Station silver category at the 2020 National Community
Rail Awards.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

SeatFrog upgrade sold for non-existent train?

Q: A friend of mine is returning from Southport to
Leedsusingaflexibleticket,sohaselectedtotravelvia
Liverpool Lime Street. He has bid for, and successfully
won a SeatFrog upgrade for just £5 on the 15.54
Liverpool Lime Street to Newcastle. All good, until...
...he arrived at Lime Street to see that the 15.54 is
cancelled. However, looking at Real Time Trains, the
entire schedule has disappeared, together with the
inward working which arrives at Liverpool at 15.02.
So they are not shown as cancelled, they have just
been removed! (They are both shown as running
next Saturday so they ARE part of the “normal” TPE
timetable).

TPE have told him that the SeatFrog upgrade is NOT
automatically valid on the next train - in this case, the
16.54. He has now “won” an upgrade for £9 on the
16.54 which seems a bit unfair (I appreciate that £9
is still cheap, but that’s not really the point here). My
questionis: how was SeatFrog ableto sellthe upgrade
for the 15.54, which was only confirmed 30 minutes
before the scheduled departure, when it must have
already been known by then that the servicewouldn’t
run? Secondly, why is the SeatFrog upgrade not
automatically transferred to the next available train,
in the same way that the train ticket would be (even a
train-specific Advance ticket would automatically be
valid on the next train in the event of a cancellation)?

A: The 15:54 (and its inbound working) had been “P
coded’, i.e. it was cancelled by 10pm the night before
and therefore doesn’t count against the punctuality/
cancellation statistics. The new National Rail
Conditions of Travel (NRCoT) claim this also means that
the operator isn’t liable for any delay compensation,
but | doubt whether this is a lawful clause, for various
reasons which have been discussed in other threads.

UnfortunatelyitseemsSeatfrogdon’tpickuplate-notice
changes and therefore they still offered an upgrade on
the cancelled train. As the upgrade is specific to one
train, itis clearly the case thatitis valid on the nexttrain
if the booked service is cancelled. It would be contrary
to consumer and contract law to simply retain sums
paid when no service has been provided. Therefore |
would write to customer services and complain about
being incorrectly advice, asking for reimbursement for
the unnecessarily purchased upgrade. Your friend
should also claim Delay Repay.

Why isn’t there an any permitted ticket
from Bournemouth - Greenwich?

Q: | am planning to travel from Bournemouth to
Greenwich via Clapham Junction and Waterloo
outward, and via Charing Cross, Paddington and
Reading return. This to my knowledge is a permitted
route. The only tickets available for Bournemouth
- Greenwich are routed London Not Underground,
which precludes the use of Paddington / Reading
route. In contrast, advance tickets routed SWR &
connections have a + London marker but | can only
produce routings involving the use of DLR from
Greenwich to Lewisham as the “cross-London part”
then to Waterloo East as the connection, not routings
which involve using the Tube between London
Bridge and Paddington, then GWR to Reading then
Basingstoke to connect to SWR. So the only through
ticket available for the journey is a Travelcard.

| have tried searching further down the line on
southeastern, and the first destination station where
ananypermittedticketisavailableisGravesendonthe
“Plus High Speed” routing, providing validity on both
Waterloo and Paddington into London, then London
Bridge and St Pancras out of London. Furthermore, |
have found out that from Bournemouth to nowhere
in the southeastern network has an any permitted
fare allowing to cross London via Paddington and
London Bridge unless HS1 is a permitted route. What
is the reason that there is no “any permitted” ticket
available between Bournemouth and Greenwich, or
elsewhere in the southeastern network where HS1 is
not on the line of route?

A: Years ago, in British Rail days a large number of
journeys that would typically involve a change at
Waterloo - Waterloo East were changed to have London
Not Underground routeing rather than +Any Permitted
to reduce the payments to London Underground for
Cross London transfer. ...as a result, the + fare is only
applied where passengers might use STP.

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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DC Rail’'s Class 60 046
Wilberforce’
Northampton working 6743 10.07
Acton Yard to Burton Maurice Hill on
February 25th.

‘William

eases through

Greater Anglia new trains now reach whole network thanks to Ely and King’s Lynn services

Greater Anglia passengers can now enjoy new state-of-
the-art trains across the whole of the network as new
commutertrains entered service between Ely and King’s
Lynn. New trains are now in service on every single
route in the Greater Anglia network, with many routes
operated exclusively by new trains.

Thenewtrainswentinto serviceontheKing’s Lynn route
on Monday February 7th, when the company started
running extra services as commuters carry on returning
to the office. In the new timetable, two services every
weekday are running to King’s Lynn.

The new trains are scheduled to run as the 06.18 King’s
Lynn to Liverpool Street and 19.07 Liverpool Street to

King’s Lynn, both via Cambridge and Ely. The new
electric commuter trains on the King’s Lynn route have
been made in the UK by Alstom, who are supplying
133 five-carriage trains which can be coupled to run
as ten-carriage trains. Each carriage of the new Alstom
Aventra Class 720 trains is longer with more seats than
carriages of Greater Anglia’s old trains. They have
USB and plug points, fast free Wi-Fi, air conditioning,
improved accessibility features including an accessible
toilet on every train, passenger information screens and
dedicated cycle spaces.

The trains are the first in the UK to have underfloor
heating which works with an overhead heating and
ventilation system to improve passenger comfort and

increase foot room for passengers sitting in window
seats. They feature regenerative braking which delivers
energy back into the electrical supply network, rather
than wasting the energy through heat, as is the case
with conventional systems. Some are already in
passenger service on routes between London Liverpool
Street and Cambridge, Hertford East, Southend
Victoria, Southminster, Braintree, Clacton, Ipswich and
Colchester Town. Ely to King’s Lynn is the final route on
the network to see the new trains.

Andrew Goodrum, Greater Anglia clientand programme
director said: “We’re very pleased that customers
between Ely and King’s Lynn are now able to enjoy our
new trains. We know from customer feedback that

customers enjoy the added comfort, the plug and USB
sockets and other improved features these new trains
have. We’ll continue rolling out new trainsin the coming
months as part of our plan to replace all our old trains
with brand new trains.”

Therearealready newtrainsoperatingallservicesonthe
Norwich-London Intercity, Stansted Airport-London
Stansted  Express, Norwich-Cambridge/Stansted
Airport, Lowestoft, Great Yarmouth and Sheringham,
Ipswich-Cambridge, Peterborough, Felixstowe and
Lowestoft, and Marks Tey -Sudbury routes.

The company is continuing with enhanced cleaning and
sanitisation paying particular attention to high touch
areas such as push buttons and grab handles.
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ColasRailtamperNo.DR73936 buzzes
through Northampton with 6J11, the
09:58 Watford London Concrete to
Cosford Tamper Siding on February
25th.

GWR fast-charging trial brings regular
battery-only rail services a step closer

Great Western Railway has signed a deal with
manufacturer Vivarail to trial new battery-charging
technology on its network, paving the way for battery-
only trains to run in regular passenger service in the
future. The trial, supported by Network Rail, will take
place on the Greenford branch line later this year and
test Vivarail’s trackside fast-charging equipment in an
operational setting for the first time. It is hoped that
the project will demonstrate that the equipment works
safely and reliably in a ‘real-world’ environment. The
use of batteries for extended operation has typically
been constrained by their range and meant widespread
implementation has, until now, not been feasible.

Fast Charge equipment will be installed at West Ealing
Station later this year and tested with Vivarail’s battery-
only Class 230 train, first showcased at COP26 last year.
Thetrain has arange of up to 62 miles on battery power,
recharging in only 10 minutes using the Fast Charge
system in off-network tests. When the train arrives at a
station it connects automatically to the Fast Charge and
the batteries receive charge while the train is prepared
for its next journey. The train was launched at COP26
in November and ran daily services throughout the
international climate change conference in Glasgow,
including an iconic trip across the Forth Bridge. Testing
on the Greenford branch line supports the Government
and wider rail industry’s ambition to move towards net-
zero carbon emissions by 2050.

The trial is supported by £2.15m funding from the
Department for Transport’s Rail Network Enhancement
Pipeline (RNEP). Development of the Fast Charge
technology also received funding from Innovate UK.

Rail Minister Wendy Morton said: “We are world leaders
in developing cutting edge green technology and this
new zero-emission train supports our ambitious plan
to move towards net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.
Through our Plan for Rail and the Transport
Decarbonisation Plan we are making the railways the
backbone of a cleaner, more environmentally-friendly
and modern public transport network.”

GWR Managing Director Mark Hopwood said: “This
is a really exciting development and underlines our
commitmenttoreducethecarbonemissionsofourtrain
fleet with a view to removing all diesel-only traction
fromthe network by 2040, in line with the Government’s
Transport Decarbonisation Plan. We’re looking forward

to working with our rail industry colleagues over the
coming months to be able torigorously test this battery
train and charger on the Greenford branch line.”

Vivarail Managing Director Steve McBride said:
“Spearheading new greentechnology forrailisVivarail’s
forte, so | am delighted we are working with Great
Western Railway on this demonstration of battery
traction and automatic fast charging. The Greenford to
West Ealing line will now lead the UK in bringing in new,
emission-free battery electric trains combined with our
world-leading charging system. Battery technology has
been identified as a key part of the network’s solution
to reach Net Zero and it is the ability of our charging
system that provides the key to replacing diesel trains.
| believe it will mark a step-change in showing the
innovation within our industry. The support from GWR,
Network Rail and the DfT to get this under way has been
phenomenal.”

Network Rail’s Regional Managing Director for Wales
and Western, Michelle Handforth, said: “We are really
excited for this new battery-powered trial to start and
it highlights our commitment to providing a more
environmentally-friendly way to travel. It builds on the
success of electrification of the Great Western Mainline
which has hugely reduced the number of journeys being
madeindiesel-onlytraction. We’re now looking forward
to the challenge of getting the Greenford branch line
ready for this new trial, which is another significant step
forward for rail travel.”


http://www.locofleetshop.co.uk

ColasRailoperated Plasser&Theurer08-4x4/4S-
RT Switch&Crossing TampeNo.DR73930 passes
Bradley on February 4th.

Colas Rail’s Plasser & Theurer 08-4x4/4S-RT
Switch & Crossing Tamper No. DR73909 heads
through a wet Stockport on February 7th.

Railway restoration for historic Grade |l listed Cheshire signal box

AGradelllisted signalboxin Cheshire has been refurbished toimprove future
rail journeys for passengers and freight.

Signallers control equipment in the historic building at Helsby Junction to
direct trains between Chester to Manchester and Ellesmere Port.

It’s been upgraded as part of a £65,000 North of England railway investment.

Thel22-year-oldsignalbox’swoodenframe,outsidecladdingandelectronics
have been repaired. It also has a new roof and windows.

An upgraded kitchen and heating system has also been installed to make
working there better for railway staff.

Liam Diviney, project manager for Network Rail, said: “We take great care to
maintain heritage structures on the railway and the signal box at Helsby is
no exception.

This historic signal box has been restored to its former glory as part of a
£65,000 North of England railway investment. Thiswill secure future journeys
for passengers and freight between Manchester, Chester, North Wales and
the Wirral for decades to come.”
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Network Rail track donation gives boost to
Plym Valley Railway

Network Rail has donated a kilometre of track and
sleepers, plusfivesetsof pointsandfourstop blocks
to Devon-based Plym Valley Railway, supporting
the volunteer-led local attraction and enabling the
preservation of this heritage railway line.

The equipment, which was no longer used by
Network Rail, was removed from Lostwithiel yard
in Cornwall and offered to Plym Valley, a heritage
railwaythatoperatesonwhatwaspreviouslyknown
as the Launceston branch line, which opened in
1859 and linked Plymouth with Tavistock.

While the branch line was closed in the 1960s, a
group of local rail enthusiasts set out to restore the
line in 1982, with the first section from Marsh Mills
to Lee Moor crossing opening as a heritage railway
and local attraction in 2008.

The donation of the track and rail equipment
means that Plym Valley Railway will be able to
replace parts of their existing infrastructure, which
was constructed in the 1980s, providing more
space at Marsh Mills yard and sidings and enabling
the heritage railway to obtain and preserve further
historical railway items in the future.

AlexanderMaltby, Network RailDevonand Cornwall
sponsor, said: “With support from our colleagues
working in maintenance, I’m really pleased that
we’ve been able to donate disused track and other
components to such a worthy cause. It has been
an absolute pleasure supporting the Plym Valley
Railway’s longevity and | cannot wait to see what
they have done with our donation.”

Daniel Phillips, Chairman of Plym Valley Railway
Company Ltd, said: “The PlymValley Railway would
like to thank Network Rail for their co-operation
and generosity in donating these redundant assets
for our use. As a wholly voluntary organisation, the
railway relies on donations to be able to invest in
the railway and the assets received from Network
Rail will ensure the longevity of Marsh Mills yard
and our future operations. We hope we can work
with Network Rail in future.”


http://www.southerncountiesrailwaysociety.co.uk

Glasgow’s Argyle line will close for eight weeks from mid-
March while Network Rail delivers a £32m programme
of work to improve reliability for passengers.

Customers are being urged to plan ahead as the line will
be closed between Rutherglen and Exhibition Centre
from March 13th to May 8th.

During the closure, engineers will complete a series of
projectstorepairand replacetracks,tunnelsand bridges
on the line through Glasgow city centre.

Work to modernise Anderston station and install a new
lift shaft will also begin, with upgrades to the booking
office, concourse and platform stairs taking place.

£32m Argyle line improvement works set to begin

Many services, which would normally operate via
Glasgow Central Low Level, will be diverted into Glasgow
Central High Level or Glasgow Queen Street Low Level.
Revised services will operate on all routes during the
closure, and journey times may be extended on some
services to allow for trains taking a diverted route.

During the works, replacement bus services will be
runningfromCarmyle,Newton,Cambuslang,Rutherglen,
Dalmarnock, Bridgeton, Glasgow Central, Exhibition
Centre, and Partick.

AlanRoss,NetworkRailScotland’sdirectorofengineering
and asset management, said: “This major investment in
our railway infrastructure is designed to keep the line
operating reliably for our customers. While we

appreciate that some journeys will be impacted during
the line closure, our work will mean that disruption and
delays will be less likely in the future. And at Anderston,
starting work on a new lift will make the station more
easily accessible in the future. Such a large programme
of engineering work cannot be completed without
closing the line, but our teams will be working hard to
finish this project as quickly as possible. We’re urging
passengers to plan ahead when travelling during our
works, whether they’re commuting to or from work,
travelling to watch football or attending an event at
the Scottish Event Campus (SEC). We’d like to thank all
passengers and lineside neighbours for their patience
and understanding while we carry out this essential
work.”

David Simpson, ScotRail operations director, said: “The
enhancements to the track and tunnels will improve
punctuality andreliability on the route foryearsto come.
Journeys will be impacted during the line closure, but
once this essential work is carried out, disruption and
delays will be less likely in the future. It’s all part of our
ongoing commitment to deliver a modern, reliable,
efficient, green and clean rail network as we move
forward.”

Rail replacement services at affected stations will run
every 30 minutes on Monday to Saturday and every
hour on Sundays.Services from Lanark, Shotts and
Motherwell to Cumbernauld will operate as normal with
half the normal service levels at other stations on the
Argyle line outside of the closure zone.
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On March 1st, Class 57 314 ‘Conwy
Castle’ and 57 316 ‘Alnwick Castle’
worked the 1749 09:.47 London
Victoria to Bath, seen passing
Andover.

Class325008isseenontherearofa
on Shieldmuir - Willesden working
through Moore on February 26th.

Ebbw Vale line: More services and station
improvements with multi-million-pound upgrade

Passengers along the Ebbw Vale line will benefit from
more rail services in the future as Network Rail starts
work to transform the line between Newport and Ebbw
Vale. Funded by Blaenau Gwent Council, supported by a
loan from the Welsh Government, the £70m investment
includes laying new track which will allow a new hourly
passenger service between Ebbw Vale Town and Newport.
Brand new platforms will also be installed at Llanhilleth
and Newbridge - making the stations fully accessible
for the first time. A £17m signalling upgrade - funded by
Network Rail via the Department for Transport - will be
delivered atthesouthernendofthelineand a state-of-the-
art signalling system will be installed and controlled from
the Wales Route Operating Centre in Cardiff. Engineers
have already started managing vegetation alongside
13-miles of the Ebbw Vale line. Materials are also being
dropped off ahead of the work starting in April.

Between April 15th and 18th, Network Rail teams will
be working around the clock to carry out a major track
upgrade in the Llanhilleth area. Network Rail is setting-up
sitecompounds atvarious locations alongside therailway,
which will be used to access the track over the course of
the project - expected to take approximately 18 months.

Bill Kelly, Wales & Borders route director at Network Rail
said: “Working with Transport for Wales and all of our
partners,we’redelighted thisworkisnowbeginningonthe
Ebbw Vale line to enable more trains to run in the future.
A more frequent service will mean passengers between
Ebbw Vale Town and Crosskeys will be able to access
more jobs, training, and leisure opportunities. We know
that there will be some disruption for local communities
and passengers and we’re grateful for their support and
patience as we deliver thisimportant upgrade.”

JamesPrice,TransportforWalesChiefExecutive,
said: “This substantial investment from the
Welsh Government will bring significant
benefits for people living in Ebbw Vale and the
surrounding communities. Transport for Wales
willbe ableto run additionalservices,and more
frequent services,whentheworkiscomplete as
part of our wider programme to transform the
Wales and Borders network. While the work is
taking place we advise passengers to check our
new website, our recently-updated app or the
TfW social media channels for the latest travel
information.”

CouncillorDaiDavies, Executive MemberforRegeneration,
Blaenau Gwent Council said: “We are fully supportive of
this project. Any additional rail link, and an increase in the
frequency and reliability of train services is great news
for the future economic prosperity of Blaenau Gwent.
It will help to connect people and communities with
employment; training and social opportunities. This is
just part of improvements that need to be made to public
transport and the aim for an integrated service for all.”

Councillor Jamie Pritchard, Cabinet Member for
Infrastructure and Property, Caerphilly County Borough
Council said: “We welcome this major investment and
improvements to the rail infrastructure and will work
with our partners to provide a better railway service for
passengers in Caerphilly County Borough and the wider
region. I’'m delighted to see improvements planned at
Newbridge and Cross Keys. These improvements will
help to support our Lower Ebbw and Sirhowy Valleys
Masterplan which sets out the future development and
regeneration opportunities to promote communities,
strengthen the economy and improve the quality of life
for residents.”

Cllr Roger Jeavons, deputy leader and cabinet member
for city services, Newport City Council, said: “Having
more capacity for trains on the Ebbw Vale gives residents
more sustainable travel choices. Along with the work to
improve travel corridors to and from the east and west of
the city, it will also connect Newport more closely with our
neighbouring communities. Both of these bring benefits
for residents and businesses alike, and that’s why we’re
pleased to be working alongside our partners on this
important project.”
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Wabtec works privately built 0-4-0
shunter ‘Pammy’, is seen stabled in
Doncaster West Yard on February
11th.

Manchester rail upgrades continue for the
multi-billion-pound Transpennine Route Upgrade

Major railway upgrades between Manchester and Stalybridge will
continuethismonthaspartofthemulti-billion-poundTranspennine
Route Upgrade. Network Rail will install new trackside columns -
which will eventually carry train-powering electric wires - renew
one mile of track and upgrade the signalling equipment over the
next few months. This is part of the Transpennine Route Upgrade,
which will bring faster, more frequent trains between York and
Manchester via Leeds and Huddersfield. Two bridges in Ashton-
under-Lyne - Southampton Street and Granville Street - will also
be upgraded by Network Rail. Raising the height of both bridges
will eventually allow electric wires to pass beneath them, making
way for a cleaner, greener railway in the future.

Sections of the railway will need to be closed to carry out the work
safely. Buses and diversions will be in place to keep passengers
moving throughout weekends in February, March, April and May
- with more work planned for later in the year. Passengers should
plan ahead with National Rail Enquiries or their train operator.

Hannah Lomas, Principal Programme Sponsor for Network Rail,
said: “These major upgrades will bring us another step closer to
delivering a fully electrified, more modern railway for the future.
This work is part of the multi-billion-pound Transpennine Route
Upgrade which will bring passengers more frequent, faster,

greener trains. We’ve worked closely with our train operating
colleagues to make sure passengers can still travel to wherever
they’re headed, and I’d advise anyone wishing to travel to plan
ahead and allow extra time for their journey.”

Chris Nutton, Major Projects Director for TransPennine Express,
said: “As work continues on the Transpennine Route Upgrade
throughout weekends in February, March, April and May, there
will be a number of service alterations for TransPennine Express
services; passengers are advised to allow for additional time to
travel and to check carefully for the latest travel advice before
they travel on our website www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/
changes-to-train-times; updates will also be available on our
social media channels. In addition, extra support will be available
for passengers from Customer Delivery Managers who will be on
hand to assist passengers with their journeys.”

Chris Jackson, Regional Director at Northern said: “We are sorry
for any disruption during the improvements and our customers
can be assured that both Northern and Network Rail will do
everything possibleto minimisetheimpactoftheworkanddeliver
alternatives that keep people on the move. | would like to thank
our customers in advance for their patience while his vital work is
carried out.”

Maijor rail contract for Cambridge re-signalling awarded to Alstom

Network Rail has awarded a major design and delivery
contracttoAlstomaspartofa£194millioninvestmentfor
the renewal of the signalling systems in the Cambridge
area.

The Cambridge re-signalling project aims to replace
the existing systems with a modern, state-of-the-art
signalling technology which means better reliability
for passengers and reduced maintenance. It will also
provide a platform ready for digital technologies such
as the European Train Control System (ETCS).

The £130 million contract awarded to Alstom is the
largest single contract to be awarded by Network Rail
under the Major Signalling Framework Agreement
(MSFA) during the current five-year investment cycle.
As part of the project, Alstom will deliver the complete
renewal of the signalling system for the Cambridge area
to replace the existing equipment which was installed in
the early 1980s. The contract includes the replacement
of almost 700 items of life expired signalling equipment
with a modern signalling system and:

UpgradeofthesignallingcontrolequipmentatCambridge
power signal box with Alstom’s control systems and
workstation

Upgradeofthesignallingsafetyinterlockingequipmentin
the Cambridge areawith a modernsignalling technology
using the Alstom Smart Lock 400GP Computer- Based
Interlocking (CBI) system

Upgrade of seven level crossings from half barrier to full
barrier to improve safety for all crossing users

Renewal of the telecommunications and power supplies
to support the new systems

Relocating control of signalling to the Cambridge power
signal box and decommissioning of three mechanical
signal boxes

This signalling renewal project covers 125 miles of track,
stretching from Meldreth and Elsenham to the south,
through central Cambridge, up to Ely and Thurston to

the east. The project also enables the delivery of wider
re-signalling works within the Anglia region, including
future integration with the proposed new Cambridge
South station, as well as the potential future integration
with East West Rail.

Designworkhascommenced,withtheworkontheground
expected to be delivered during four key commissioning
stages to minimise disruption of the operational railway.
The final commissioning of the new signalling system is
scheduled for winter 2024.

Ellie Burrows, Network Rail’s route director for Anglia
said: “Signalling systems arecrucialtooperateasafeand
efficient railway for passengers, freight and everyone
that uses or interacts with the railway.

This project will provide a signalling system fit for a
modern 21st century railway in the Cambridge area,
and working with Alstom we will improve the reliability
and performance of the railway now, and for future
passengers in the decades to come.”

Jason Baldock, Alstom’s Managing Director, Digital and
Integrated Solutions, said: “We are very excited to have
been awarded the largest single contract to be awarded
by Network Rail under the Major Signalling Framework
Agreement during this control period, and a project that
will deliver significant benefits to rail usersin Cambridge
and across the Anglia region.”



National

. Network Rail is currently
R al I trialling a monitoring system
which provides early warning of
earth movements at sites across
Scotland’s Railway.

Surface mounted tilt meters have been located at 26 sites across the network
with a further seven sites across the country set to be installed in the coming
monthsincluding onthe main Edinburgh-Glasgow line, East Kilbride branch,
between Aberdeen & Inverness and onthe lineto Kyle of Lochalsh. Itis hoped
that they will reduce the risk from landslips and improve the overall safety
of the railway by detecting movement in slopes above or below the line.

Thesystem can beusedto quickly flag potentialissuestoengineers,enabling
trains to be slowed down and stopped before they reach the problem area.

Alan Ross, director of engineering and asset management at Network Rail

said: “In Scotland, we are increasing our use of new monitoring and
surveillance technologies to mitigate risks. This includes making more
use of drone and helicopter surveys and we are also trialling new weather
forecasting methods for the railway. Our weather is increasingly changeable
and technology has provided us with tools to proactively monitorand model
when and where extreme weather will occur and how it will impact on our
infrastructure. The roll-out of tilt meters is another tool which enables us to
better monitor the railway and improve safety across our network. We are at
the forefront of deploying remote monitoring equipment, and we continue
to support research and development into a wider range of equipment and
technologies which will help protect our infrastructure in the future.”

Providing notificationsin typically less than two minutes, the system has two
banks of wireless tilt sensors, typically spaced 2.5m apart with a centrally
mounted pole, logger and cameras to monitor data from the sensors.
Tilt sensors will detect movement in slopes when there is more than a

Tilt meter trial offers railway protection from landslips

5-degreetiltandsendthealertviathemobile networktoalerttraincontrollers
to the potential danger. The system is powered by solar panels with battery
back-up available for resilience. All slopes around the railway are subject
to the impact of weather and given climate change, are experiencing more
and more extreme weather - particularly heavy and prolonged rainfall.

Successfulimplementation ofthissystemwill help keep therailway operating
safely during poor weather. It is expected that by April 2024, tilt monitoring
will have been installed at 100 locations across Scotland’s Railway. Use
of technology such as tilt meters complements a wider programme of
investment improving the resilience of our earthworks and drainage.

Between 2019 and 2024, Network Rail will invest £149m in our infrastructure
to make it more resilient. That will include over £30m to improve resistance
to extreme rainfall, £13m targeted at known flood sites, £40m for scour
protection at bridges and £25m invested in vegetation management.

Avanti West Coast to infroduce additional services to Manchester and the West Midlands

AvantiWestCoasthasincreasedservicelevels  Phil  Whittingham, Managing Director
from Monday February 28th in response to at Avanti West Coast added: “As Covid

demand.

With passengers returning to rail, the
Manchester and West Midlands routes will
seetheaddition ofasecond hourly serviceto
and from London Euston. This will increase
the AWC operation to six trains per hour on
the West Coast Main Line. From Monday
February 28th, the operator will be running
the following:

Two services to Manchester Piccadilly;

Two servicesto Birmingham New Street with
one service continuing in alternate hours to
Blackpool/ Preston and Edinburgh;

One service to Glasgow Central; and

One service to Liverpool Lime Street.

North Wales will also get a second direct
daily service to / from London in addition
to a shuttle service between Holyhead and
Crewe. Shrewsbury and Wrexham will both
be served by one return service per day.

This will be followed by a further timetable
change scheduled to take place on Sunday
May 15th, when an additional uplift to
the number of services on the network is
planned.

restrictions are eased and people are
returning to rail, we are pleased to announce
a phased increase in service levels in line
with demand.

Avanti West Coast remains committed to
supporting the ongoing recovery of our
economy and the communities we serve,
whilst enabling our customers to travel with
confidence. We will continue to monitor
demand and work with governments and
industry partners to ensure we strike the
right balance between connectivity and
value for money for taxpayers.”



£4m Leuchars junction upgrade to keep passengers
connected

On February 11th,Class 47 593 and
47 614 are seen working the 5739
CrewetoYork ECSapproachingDiggle
tunnel.

National

Rail

quickly as possible and we worked hard alongside our train
operators to keep passengers informed of the changes to services
during this important investment in the railway.”

Overtwoweekendsin February,thejunction nearLeucharsstation
has undergone a major upgrade where engineers worked around-
the-clock to renew points and replace track.

Leuchars is the closest station to St Andrew’s and the junction is
vital for connecting train passengers between Scotland’s capital
city and Dundee and Aberdeen. This work helped improve the
reliability of the track and means the junction won’t need to be
renewed again for decades.

Due to the complexity of the engineering work, the project could
not be delivered without some short-term closures of the line

Liam Sumpter, Network Rail route director for Scotland, said: “The
work we are doing is part of a five-year, £4bn investment in our
railway. We understand the inconvenience this work caused to
some passengersbutrenewingsuchacomplexpieceofourrailway
cannot be accomplished without a short-term closure of the line.

Our engineers carefully planned this project to be completed as

Construction of a brand-new railway station to link Portway Park & Ride with the Severn Beach

Bristol City Council and Network Rail are working together to build the first
new railway station within the city of Bristol in 95 years. The £4.2m project
at the Portway Park & Ride site in Shirehampton forms part of the West of
England Combined Authority’s wider plans to enhance the local rail network
through the ambitious MetroWest programme. The station is being jointly
funded by Bristol City Council, the West of England Combined Authority,
and the UK Government’s Department for Transport. Portway Park & Ride
will be the first new railway station to be delivered as part of the MetroWest
programme, and the first new station to be launched in Bristol since Parson
Street station was opened in 1927.

Network Rail completed preparatory work in December, ready for the first
stage of construction to get underway. This includes replacing the safety
fencing along the railway line, installing a ramp down to the tracks, and
excavatingthe area of the platformin preparation for laying the foundations.
Much of the work was carried out overnight to reduce disruption to rail
passengers. However, the Severn Beach line needed to close temporarily in
February, to allow Network Rail’s team of engineers to make the changes
to the signalling needed to accommodate the new station and build the
concrete foundations in preparation for the new platform. Improvements
to drainage along the railway line will also be made. During this time, trains
could not call at stations between Bristol Temple Meads and Filton Abbey
Wood, or between Severn Beach and Stapleton Road.

railway line has got underway.

Arail replacement bus service was in operation and the Portway Park & Ride
facility remained openthroughoutthe work with Park & Ride buses operating
as usual. When launched later this summer, the station will be served by the
recently improved half-hourly services between Bristol Temple Meads and
Severn Beach. It will complement the existing Park & Ride bus service and be
a useful extra transport option for the local community, as well as providing
Park & Ride users from further afield a rail option to destinations along the
Severn Beach line or for onward travel on the wider rail network from Bristol
Temple Meads. Bristol City Council is also planning improvements to its Park
& Ride facility, including more parking spaces, following the opening of the
new station.

CouncillorDonAlexander,BristolCityCouncil’sCabinetMemberforTransport,
said: “It’s really exciting to see work starting on the first new rail station in
the city in almost a century, and this is a major milestone for the project.
Portway Park & Ride station will improve connectivity to the rail network
for the local community and more widely for users of our Park & Ride site,
allowing many more people to choose to travel by rail to work, study and
for leisure. It will help us to ease congestion on the roads in a sustainable
way and reduce air pollution, as we work towards our ambitious goal to be
carbon neutral and climate resilient by 2030.”

Mike Gallop, Network Rail Western Route and Strategic Operations Director,
said: “We are delighted to be working with Bristol City Council, the West of
England Combined Authority and GWR on opening this new station for
Bristol. The start of construction for the Portway Park & Ride station
heralds the latest development in our efforts to transform rail travel for our
passengers in and around Bristol and the wider West of England area and
will help further connect communities served by the Severn Beach line with
this new, additional station.”

Dan Norris, West of England Metro Mayor, said: “I’m pleased building work
is beginning on the Portway Park & Ride station. The West of England
Combined Authority is investing over £1 million here which is good news
for future passengers. Improving our public transport network is crucial so
local people can get more easily to work, study and to enjoy our great region
and is vital to meet our ambitious net zero targets.”

Tom Pierpoint, Business Development Director for GWR, said: “We are
delighted to see work starting at Portway Park & Ride station. Recent
improvements to the Severn Beach line increased services to half-hourly,
starting earlier in the morning and finishing later in the evening. This new
Portway Park & Ride station will help more people to switch to rail for their
journeysinto central Bristol, which is greatforthe environmentand supports
Bristol’s clean air campaign.”



Did you KnOW - Ken Mumford
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Derek Elston Some more of the nations oddities this month:

Rail

Polos, starting from £14.00 Heavy weight Hoodies starting Softshell, from £27.00 each, Morf’s (neckwear), starting
each, minimal order of 3. from £27.50 each, minimal minimal order of 2. from £9.00 each, minimal
order of 3.

order of 2.

Budget
Hoodies
£18.10 eacH

For 5 plus.

(Not shown)

Gymsacs, starting from We have a broad range of Promotional print T-shirt, Hi-Vis, starting from £7.50
£5.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, from shoppers, courier £10.50 each minimal order of 2. each, minimal order of 2
bags to messenger bags.

Umbrellas, starting from Branded merchandise, Draw Branded T-shirts starting If you are after an item not shown,

£14.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, mouse mats, coasters. from £8.70 each, please ask, we have a vast range.

minimal order of 5. Prices shown is example pricing,
Pricing will vary on artwork / design
and quantities.

Societies Apparel

Clubs and

Standard turn-around time 5-7
days. Prices assume collection
from our Huddersfield Service
Centre. Postage if required
charged at cost.

Showing your pride of your organisation, builds awareness and strength in your brand. Get the message out there
consistently with consistent branded apparel. Some of our example pricing, always best to get a bespoke quote.

huddersfield@had-it.co.uk « 01484 500441 « had-print.co.uk



http://www.had-print.co.uk

A Different

View

)

Passengers head for their trains at Liverpool
Lime Street on February 22nd.

A

At the East Lancs Railway, West Country 4-6-2
No. 34092 ‘City of Wells’, glints in the sun as it
heads away on the last train of the day from
Heywood, with the 16:50 to Rawtenstall on
February 26th.

h 4

NotedatLostockGralamonFebruary3rdseveral
4-Car stop signs, are we not overcomplicating
things here? | assume its all due to door
positioning?.




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 147

A Different

V i z W Barry Longson




Pluebell

Railway

Lee Stanford




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 149

Pluebell

Lee Stanford

Railway




Preserved

Railways

Visit the Spa Valley Railway in Tunbridge Wells on April 2nd and 3rd and enjoy a magnificent weekend of steam
including the rare opportunity to see two terrific Caledonian Railway steam locomotives together for the first time
at one of the South East’s most popular heritage railways.

It will also be possible to book a Fish & Chip Supper or hop on board the Real Ale Train to enjoy a pint! on Saturday
April 2nd at 7pm.

The railway’s commercial manager Jonnie Pay said “We’re delighted that both Caledonian Railway No. 419 and
Caledonian Railway No. 828 will be visiting the Spa Valley Railway and featuring at our Scottish Steam Up weekend.
This is the first time in their existence the two Caledonian locos will be seen outside of Scotland together and the
first time they have operated together this far south. Caledonian Railway No. 419 is staying on loan at the Spa Valley
Railway until October 2022.

Caledonian Railway Class 439 No. 419

Based at the Bo’ness & Kinnell Railway No. 419 was built by the Caledonian Railway at St Rollox Works, Glasgow, in
1907. The locomotive was designed by J. F. Mcintosh for branch line work, fast suburban and banking duties and is
now the flagship of the Scottish Railway Preservation Society.

Caledonian Railway Class 812 No. 828

Owned by the CR828 Trust No. 828 was built by the Caledonian Railway at in 1899. The locomotive was designed
by J. F. Mcintosh to handle a variety of stopping passenger and express goods workings and is now the flagship of
the Strathspey Railway, Aviemore. The Spa Valley Railway first started discussing the prospect of 828 visiting back
in 2019 and are extremely grateful to the Caledonian Railway 828 Trust and Strathspey Railway for making this visit
possible. 828 will be at the Spa Valley Railway until October.

No. 419 and No. 828 will be joined by resident Bulleid Pacific No. 34053 ‘Sir Keith Park’ and Hunslet Austerity No.
2890 ‘Douglas’ operating an intensive train service between Tunbridge Wells West and Eridge. Expect to see double
heading of 419 and 828 and a unique pairing of two 0-6-0 tender engines with 828 and 2890 pairing up on at least
one occasion!

Visitors can take a ride in the Queen Mary Brake Van which will make two return trips per day to Eridge, there is no
extra charge to travel on the Queen Mary Brake Van, but space is limited so trips will be on a first come first served
basis.

Locomotives in steam during the Scottish Steam Up Weekend

Caledonian Railway Class 439 No. 419

Caledonian Railway Class 812 No. 828

Bulleid Pacific No. 34053 ‘Sir Keith Park’

Hunslet Austerity No. 2890 ‘Douglas’

All aboard for the 'Scottish Steam Up  event
at the Spa Valley Railway

Catering

Hot and cold drinks and light refreshments will be available throughout the day including from Bar Car ‘Kate’. At
Groombridge the kiosk on the station platform will be open both days serving hot and cold drinks, snacks and
delicious ice cream!

Timetable

Trains will depart Tunbridge Wells West at: 08:50, 09:30, 10:10, 11:00, 11:50, 12:40, 13:30, 14:20, 15:10, 16:00, 16:36,
16:50, 17:40, 19:00, 20:20 & 21:35.

Trains will depart Eridge at: 09:30, 10:10, 11:00, 11:50, 12:40, 13:30, 14:20, 15:10, 16:00, 16:36, 16:50, 17:40, 18:07,
18:20, 19:40, 21:00 & 22:10

Save money by booking tickets in advance. One day rover tickets are £20 for adults, £10 for children and £40 for a
family. Two-day tickets are £30 for adults, £15 for children and £60 for a family.

Fares on the day for one day rover tickets will be £25 for adults, £12.50 for children and £50 for a family. Two-day
rover tickets will be £40 for an adult, £20 for children and a family £75.

To book in advance visit www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk and there will be a further opportunity to see Caledonian
Railway 0-4-4T No. 419 and Caledonian Railway 0-6-0 No. 828 at the Spa Valley Railway on the Caledonian Steam
Weekend taking place on April 9th and 10th.


http://www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk
http://www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk
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Railways

A £25,000 appeal by the Swanage Railway Trust to help
fund the restoration of the tender belonging to a unique
Victorian T3 class steam locomotive - and so assist its
return to steam for the first time since 1948 - is just
£5,000 short of its total. The 1893-built London and
South Western Railway locomotive No. 563 was due to
be scrapped after the Second World War but it was saved
after being chosen by British Railways to celebrate the
centenary of London’s Waterloo station in 1948.No. 563
was gifted to the Swanage Railway Trust by the National
Railway Museum in 2017 with work on its £500,000
restoration beginning during 2019 using specialist
contractors in Gloucestershire. Costing £50,000, the
restoration of the locomotive’s tender - which stores
3,300 gallons of water and three tonnes of coal for the
engine-istakingplaceinthe Swanage Railway’s Herston
engineering works on the outskirts of Swanage. It is
hoped to have the 81-tonne locomotive back in steam
and hauling trains, for the first time in 75 years, in 2023
for the centenary of the Southern Railway and the 185th
anniversary of the formation of the London and South
Western Railway.

JUST £5,000 NEEDED TO REACH £25,000
APPEAL TOTAL TO RESTORE TENDER OF UNIQUE

VICTORIAN STEAM LOCOMOTIVE

The Swanage Railway Trust’s 563 Locomotive Group
chairman Nathan Au said: “We are delighted the appeal
to the restore the T3’s tender is just £5,000 short of
reachingits £25,000 totaland we urge peopleto continue
to donate to help realise the dream of No. 563 steaming
past the dramatic ruins of Corfe Castle and through the
beautifulIsle of Purbeck. The T3isavisualdelightand an
evocative time machine back to the days of the Victorian
railway system which helped to power the industrial
revolution, develop communities and our cities as well
as bringing economic development and prosperity to
this country during the 19th century. The last time that
No. 563 hauled a train was in 1948 and many people
thought they would never see the unique T3 locomotive
work again. We are working hard to ensure the engine’s
preservation for future generations to enjoy and the best
way to do that is by seeing No. 563 brought back to life
so it can haul trains for the first time in 75 years. Given its
Victorian heritage, the T3 has an incredibly rich history
to tell and it is unique because it is the only surviving
tender engine designed by the renowned locomotive
engineer William Adams. No. 563 is the only steam

locomotive owned by the Swanage Railway Trust and
returning it to working order gives us the opportunity
to show our visitors what the railway was like during
Dorset’s industrial and social development in the 19th
century.”

“No. 563 is a direct link to the Swanage Railway’s past
- right back to the early days of the London and South
Western Railway when holidaymakers first visited
Purbeck by train,” added Nathan who is a volunteer
steam locomotive driver on the heritage line.

Built in 1893 for hauling express trains on the London
and South Western Railway, the T3 class 4-4-0 wheel
arrangementlocomotivewaswithdrawnbytheSouthern
Railway at the end of the Second World War in August,
1945, after it had run 1.5 million miles.

Swanage Railway Trustchairman Gavin Johnsexplained:
“All the fund-raising work has been managed by the 563
Group, supported by the Swanage Railway Trust, for

which the Group must be congratulated. As always, we’d

like to thank our supporters for their generous standing
orders and donations that have helped us achieve a
significant number of milestones on the railway in a
relatively short amount of time. With continued support
from the public and Swanage Railway members, the T3
could be back in steam and hauling a train during 2023
which is very exciting indeed,” added Gavin who is a
volunteer signalman on the Swanage Railway.

Designed by William Adams for running at up to
80mph - and built at the Nine Elms locomotive works
in London - No. 563 was saved from being scrapped
when selected for restoration and display at Waterloo
station’s centenary celebrations in the summer of 1948.
Donations towards the restoration of the T3 tender can
be made by visiting the Swanage Railway Trust website
at swanagerailwaytrust.org/appeal.

To find out more about the work of the 563 Locomotive
Group-andhowyoucanhelp-visit563locomotivegroup.
co.uk.

Photos: Andrew P.M. Wright


http://www.swanagerailway.co.uk
http://www.swanagerailway.co.uk

Preserved Motion Magic! No. 2007 has a
Railways full set of coupling rods.

February 1st 2022 saw a significant milestone when No. 2007 Prince of Wales
had both sets of coupling rods fitted for the first time.

The left-hand set had been mounted on their crank pins for the 2021
Convention, however a fairamount of machining work has been required to
completethe bearing bushes and gradient pinsforthe second setof coupling
rods. The process of fitting the rods to the crank pins is achieved using four
small chain hoists suspended from specially designed “sky hooks” under
the footplate on each side of the engine. The chain hoists avoid manual
handling of the rods, which particularly with an eight coupled engine is a
hazardous practice.

Forthefirstset of rodsto befitted, thecrank pins are set by eyeto all be at the
same angle. Therod assembly (threerods and two gradient pins) is lifted and
swung into place over the longest crank pins first. Small angular corrections
of the positions of the other crank pins are made by oiling the contact point
between each wheel and the rail and using a crow bar through the spokes to
slightly rotate the wheelset. Once all the rod bushes are fully home on their
crank pins, the otherset of rods can befitted with the reasonable expectation
that the crank pins are already in line, aided by moving the engine a few feet
with a pinch bar.

P2 Director of Engineering, David Elliott remarked, “It was with satisfaction
(and relief) that the second set of rods slid onto their crank pins with distinct
“thunk” noise.”

The engine was subsequently moved about 10 feet (half a turn of the wheels)
to check that nothing was binding anywhere - and it wasn’t! It indicates
that all the measurements of distances between hornblocks, thickness of
hornblockliners,sizesof crank pinsand bushesand therelationship between
crank pins on each wheelset and to one another had worked out correctly.
We look forward to the next part of this process whereby the locomotive is
lifted onto the rotator for the wheels to turn for longer periods at higher rpm.


http://www.p2steam.com
http://p2steam.com
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