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Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.
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Welcome to

With Spring just around the corner
and the end of lockdown in sight, we
can at last (hopefully) look forward
to getting out and about once again.
| must say that my camera will need
a good dust down after its unusual
lengthy winter hibernation!.

An interesting statement this month
from the chairman of Network Rail,
Sir Peter Hendy, who has predicted
that leisure and holiday travel
by train is set to increase, while
commuter traffic is likely to continue
to fall, confirming a trend which had
started before the pandemic. Sir
Peter suggested that demand in the
rush hours could fall by perhaps 20
per cent, at least for the next three
years. One consequence could be a
rethink of maintenance timetables,
with more engineering work taking
place on ‘quieter weekdays’ Less
demand from commuters would
mean fewer trains during what had
been regarded as the classic Monday
to Friday peaks.

Sir Peter said: ‘A lot of leisure travel is
going to be within Great Britain. Last
year we saw a lot of really packed
trains ... It wouldn’t surprise me if
on summer Saturdays we have more
demand than in the working week. |
usedtowatchthetrainstotheCornish
Riviera from Paddington and it was

ssue
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packed. Therailway might haveto get
used to that. If Saturday and Sunday
get busy in summer, we should do
engineering works at another time.
We’ve got to be dexterous. There’s no
point in us saying: we planned these
engineering works on a Sunday 18
weeks ago. We should be prepared
this summer to say: they want to
come and we’ll take them.

Sir Peter also welcomed the prospect
of fewer trains on suburban lines. He
said: ‘The service doesn’t run any
better if you put too many trains on
the track. We’ve proved that. You
shouldn’t try to get more out of the
infrastructure than it can give you.
All of my experience is that people
prefer reliability to journey time.

He added that the changing patterns
of demand could affect the design
of train interiors, with more space
being provided rather than as many
seats as possible. He said: ‘People
are going to be much less willing to
cram in and have their nose stuck in
somebody’s armpit.

The Network Rail chairman was
addressing the National Rail
Recovery Conference, which also
heard from Keith Williams, whose
delayed review of the railways is
said to be due out soon. Mr Williams
gave few firm indications of what he
is set to recommend, but he did say

his review had been ‘far from being
stuckinthesidings. Overthelastnine
months the review has been tested
against the pandemic. It would have
been foolish to think that long-term
reform could happen in isolation
without considering the short-term
changes.

‘We are now all keen to get to the end
so the task of recovery can begin.

Although Mr Williams gave more
hints than details, Sir Peter did reveal
that one change could be ahead for
Network Rail: ‘We wouldn’t want the
name continued, and we certainly
don’t want some of its reputation or
history orcosts...maybeit’seasierto
turn it into something different than
start afresh. We don’t want some of
the bad reputation [it] had for failing
to listen and being very expensive.
Meanwhile, regulated fares will rise
by 2.6 per cent. The Department for
Transport only announced therise in
December, and this was too late for
changes to be made at the start of
January as usual.

Thanks for all the photos sent in this
month, we really appreciate the time
taken to send them to us.

Until next month, stay safe.

Andy
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Steve Donald, Robert Duff,
Eddie Emmott, Derek Elston,
Mark Enderby, Dave Felton,
Greig Gibson, Paul Godding,
Carl Grocott,

Richard Hargreaves,

Dave Harris, Jim Haywood,

Brian Hewertson, Paul Hewertson,

Stuart Hillis, Anton Kendall,

Keith Hookham,

David Hollowood, Derek Hopkins,
Jasmine Ingham, Colin Irwin,

Jon Jebb, Richard Jones,

Colin Kennington, David Lindsell,
Ken Livermore,

Barry Longson, Michael Lovatt,
Michael Lynam, Kevin McCormick,
Jonathan McGurk,

Phil Martin,

Dave Mather, David Mead,

Chris Morrison, Ken Mumford,

Alan Naylor, Gerald Nicholl,
Jeff Nicholls,

Stuart Parkes,

Andy Parkinson, Dave Peel,
Mark Pichowicz, Colin Pidgeon,
David Pratt, Neil Pugh,

Tim Richardson, Alan Righby,
Charlie Robbins, Bryan Roberts,
Neil Scarlett,

Stephen Simpson,

Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,
Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.

Tim Ward, Andrew Wilson,
David Wood, Leuan Wood,
Shep Woolley and the guys at
RailUK.
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Avanti West

Bradley on February 3rd.

Coast

Class 390 134 races south past

Avanti West Coast launches smartcard

Avanti West Coast customers are set to benefit from a new convenient way to
travel after the long-distance operator launched its own smartcard scheme.
Following a successful trial, customers are now able to store tickets securely
on one card, preventing issues around paper tickets being mixed up or
damaged.

It works simply by customers purchasing a ticket online and then loading it
on to their smartcard at a station using an enabled ticket vending machine
(TVM), an automated gate or a hand-held device used by Avanti West Coast
Customer Service Assistants. It can then be scanned at ticket barriers or by
a train manager on board with ease. It can be ordered from the Avanti West
Coast website free of charge. Alongside digital tickets, which now accounts
for 65% of Avanti West Coast customer journeys, the introduction of the
smartcard will giverailusersanotheroptionformovingawayfromtraditional
paper tickets, ensuring less waste.

Previously, those who ordered season tickets online would receive them in
the post and in most cases a record needed to be keptin case a replacement
or refund was needed. With the smartcard, the details are stored in the
booking system making this process much more user friendly.

AvantiWestCoastworkedwith ParagonID,who produceand manufacturethe
cards, using Integrated Transport Smartcard Organisation (ITSO) technology
- a system that electronically stores a travel ticket on a microchip and can
be used for different journeys on other train operators. The company have
previously worked with the train operator on staff ID cards.

Rail Minister, Chris Heaton-Harris, said: “The introduction of the smartcard
scheme will allow passengers to choose a modern alternative to the paper
ticket, providing simpler journeys and reducing time spent in stations.
As we build back better from the COVID-19 pandemic, this Government is
committed to smarter ticketing. Avanti West Coast’s scheme will allow for
more convenient travel and will improve the passenger experience once it is
safe to return to the railways.”

Sarah Copley, Executive Director, Commercial at Avanti West Coast said:
“We are really pleased to be introducing this smartcard for our customers,
especially those using season tickets, as a convenient way of travelling
and saving time in the process. As we have seen with digital ticketing, the
smartcard will enhance customer experience as well as remove the need for
multiple paper tickets which has an obvious impact on sustainability.

Traditional versions are also susceptible to damage which can make them
unusable, so this will help solve that problem as well.”

Sarah McLaughlin, Account Director at Paragon ID, states: “We are delighted
to build on our strong relationship with Avanti West Coast and work with
them on this exciting new project to support the roll out of smart ticketing
across its UK network.”
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Avanti West

Coast

Class 390 104 passes Bradley with
a London Euston bound service on
February 27th.

Avanti West Coast partners with charities and organisations to distribute surplus food

Avanti West Coast has partnered with charities and
organisations alongits route to distribute nearly £93,000
of surplusfood to help local peoplein need. Overthe last
yeartheinter-city operator has donated nearly 40 tonnes
of food from onboard its trains and First Class Lounges
that would have otherwise gone to waste. Although
the minimum amount of food is ordered for customers’
needs, the changing travel patterns and lockdowns due
to the COVID-19 pandemic left Avanti West Coast with
extra as its services were only to be used for essential
journeys. The train operator utilised its contacts along

the route to give away the food responsibly and make a
difference in the communities it serves. Working with
logistics leader DHL Supply Chain, which is responsible
for loading refreshments onboard its trains, the long-
distance operator joined up with charities, food banks
and organisations local to its depots in London,
Wolverhampton, Liverpool, Manchester, Preston and
Glasgow to distribute the surplus food. One of the main
beneficiaries receiving a share of items including eggs,
olives, crisps, fruit, sandwiches, soft drinks and porridge
is OLIO - the free food sharing app that connects people
in the community with food.

For the last 11 months OLIO’s Food Waste Heroes -
volunteers that pick up surplus food from businesses,
listitonthe OLIO app and allow neighboursto come and
collect it for free — have been making daily collections
fromLondonEuston.Sofar,0LIO hashelpedtoshareover
£38,000 of the train operator’s food - enabling people to
utilise food and drink that would have otherwise gone to
waste, as well as reducing the environmental impact of
food waste - preventing 38,000kg of CO2 being released
into the atmosphere (the equivalent to 130,000 car miles
being taken off the road). The charity recently launched

their new community of Food Waste Heroes in Glasgow,
who have begun collections from Glasgow Central
station. Alongside its work with OLIO, Avanti West Coast
has also worked with charity, FareShare, to get surplus
food tocommunitieswho need it mostthrough thecrisis.
So far, FareShare has redistributed 28 tonnes of surplus
food from Avanti West Coast to hundreds of projects
including school breakfast clubs, homeless shelters and
food banks - enough food to create 67,688 meals for
people who might not otherwise eat.

Rail Minister, Chris Heaton-Harris, said: “Our transport
heroes have been at the front line of keeping the
country moving and again are stepping up to make a
real difference to those most at need. It is great to see
Avanti West Coast take a significant step in helping those
struggling in our communities and ensuring that their
surplus food goes to a good cause.”

Tessa Clarke, Co-founder & CEO at OLIO, said: “We’re
incredibly grateful to the Avanti West Coast team for
donating their surplus food, and to our Food Waste
Heroes who are collecting and redistributing it. At a time
like this it’s more important than ever that this delicious

food is going to support local communities, where it is
having such an enormous impact.”

Lily Pearson, Account Manager of Avanti West Coast at
OLIO, said: “Avanti West Coast kindly donating their
unwanted food, are directly targeting food poverty and
loneliness - two issues that have been made worse by
the COVID-19 pandemic - by feeding those who need it
and providing a connection between members of the
local community.”

Phil Whittingham, Managing Director at Avanti West
Coast, said: “We work with producers across the UK
who take pride in supplying our customers with good,
quality food, so we don’t want it to go to waste while our
services are for those making essential journeys, which
is why we’re sharing our surplus food to help others.
We’re proud tobe makingadifferenceinthecommunities
we serve by donatingitemsoffood and drink to charities,
foodbanksandorganisations,including OLIO,tosupport
theirworkto help those who don’t have enough, whichis
becoming increasingly important as we face the impact
of COVID-19.”
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Colas Rail

A trial for a possible new cement flow from Oxwellmains
to Weaste (Salford) ran on February 16th and Class 70 801
was captured passing Ashton Moss junction running 78
minutes late with the return working.

SRSA SUCCESSFULLY DELIVER NORTH WALES BLOCKADE

The Kings Norton Division of the South Rail Systems
Alliance (SRSA) braved the elements to complete track
renewals at five sites during a nine-day blockade across
North Wales. In early February, the teams were based
in Dee Marsh, Burton Point, Shotwick and Gwersyllt in
conditions ranging from very wet and windy to extreme
cold with temperatures down to -11°C due to Storm
Darcy.

The Dee Marsh sites made up the core of the renewals as
they had expired components and needed the renewal
of new formation ballast. This required a200mm dig and
replacing sleeperswith various G44 sleepers. In addition,
the team installed 225 Lateral Resistance Plates on one
of the sites due to site restraints as well as installing five
large Breather Panels and six Permanent Joints.

Prior to the core works at all locations, steel sleepers
and wooden breathers were pre-positioned on site to
maximise the time available during the blockade.

Both sites at Dee Marsh started in tandem, with trains
cascading to Burton Point utilising top stone wagons
from Dee Marsh asspoilwagons fromthe excavation. The
site at Shotwick was used to cascade trains of top stone
and ballast while works at Dee Marsh were completed.

Oncetheworks at Dee Marsh, Burton Point and Shotwick
were completed, the team moved on to complete the
conventional delivery of Gwersyllt.

Intotal, theteam completed 3698 yards of track renewals
across this period with the following sites receiving:

Burton Point - CAT4 771 yards
Shotwick - CAT4 721 yards
Dee Marsh 1 — CAT11 546 yards
Dee Marsh 2 — CAT11 756 yards
Gwersyllt - CAT11915vyards

Speaking about the success of the
project, Network Rail Western & Wales
Programme Director, Brian Paynter MBE
said “To all involved in this blockade for
the last nine days, well done and thank
you for your efforts. Difficult times and
sub-zero temperatures make it even more
challenging but thank you for getting all
the work done safely.”

The worksite was handed back three hours early with no

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 14

accidents, with the team looking forward to delivering
the second phase of the works in the Summer of 2021.
The SRSA is comprised of Colas Rail UK, Network Rail
and AECOM.



www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 15

CrossCountry

Barry Longson




CrossCountry

Barry Longson




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 17

Lee Stanford




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 18

Derek Elston




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 19

Steve Thompson

Derek Elston

John Sloane




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 20

Keith Davies




Class 66 087 on a lightly loaded Trafford Park to
Southampton model is seen at Worting on February 26th.
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DB Cargo UK and Tata Steel collaborate on decarbonisation

Tata Steel and DB Cargo UK have successfully trialled
the use of 100% renewable Hydro-treated Vegetable
Oil (HVO) in a Class 60 locomotive transporting product
from Wales to the West Midlands. The ‘carbon-busting’
locomotive carrying some 2500 tonnes of steel coil was
the first Class 60 powered purely by the environmentally
friendly fuel to travel on the mainline UK rail network.

The train ran from Tata Steel’s steel works in Margam,
Port Talbot, to its terminal at Round Oak in Brierley Hill
in the West Midlands

HVO - Hydro-treated Vegetable Oil - is marketed as ‘one
of the world’s purest and greenest fuels.” The fossil-free,
FAME-free fuel is synthetically made through the hydro-
treatment process from vegetable oils or animal fats
which can reduce harmful carbon dioxide (CO2) and
nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions by as much as 90%.

Logistic Operations Manager, Gareth Lewis at Tata Steel,
said: “The success of this trial is recognition of our goal
for zero CO2 logistics. Our close working relationship
with DB Cargo UK has been instrumental in achieving

this important milestone. We continue to work with
all our external stakeholders to look for opportunities
which further reduce Tata Steel’s environmental impact
in all aspects of our logistical operations.”

DB Cargo UK’s Head of Sales Roger Neary said: “This is
another significant milestone in DB Cargo UK’s plan to
offer all our customers a more environmentally-friendly
alternativetotraditionalreddieseland helpthemreduce
carbon in their end-to-end supply chain.

Tata Steel’s service was the ideal oneto trial iton as they,
like us, are continually looking for new and innovative
ways to reduce their carbon footprint and impact on the
environment.”

“We’ve now proved that HVO fuel can be usedin our Class
60, 66 and 67 locomotives with negligible impact on
power output, which is critical considering the volume

of bulk materials we transport like steel and aggregates,”
he added.
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Class 66 099, on a route learner from
Eastleigh to Didcot, passes Palestine
on February 18th.

Management of health and safety continues to improve at DB Cargo UK

DB Cargo UK’s Maintenance Teams at Crewe, Stoke and
Toton have successfully achieved the coveted ISO 45001
standard for the management of health and safety.
Despite the disruption to rail freight operations caused
by the coronavirus pandemic, the teams took the
opportunityin2020to pursuetheiraspirationtoimprove
the understanding, management and mitigation of risks
across the three sites.

DB Cargo UK offers industry-leading maintenance
solutions to Freight Operating Companies and Train
Operating Companies across the UK and Europe.
Collectively, its professional team of engineers has over
10,000 years’ experience in traction and rolling stock
maintenance.

National Maintenance Manager Raj Basi said migrating
from OHAS 18001 to ISO 45001 was testimony to the

Maintenance teams’ commitment to continuous
Improvement.

“Considering the restrictions that have been in place
over the past 12 months, this is a fantastic achievement
and will give our customers the assurance they need
that the maintenance activities we carry out on their
behalf are being done safely and in line with all our legal
requirements,’ said Raj. “The SO 45001 standard means
that going forward Maintenance colleagues at all levels
in the business will have a much greater involvement in
the identification and management of health and safety
risks through greater consultation and participation.”

“Strong leadership and giving colleagues a greater voice
willensurewe continuetodevelop asafety culturerooted
in local, grassroots experience as well as industry best
practice,” added Raj.

The migration process was led by Stoke-based
Maintenance Team Coordinator Peter Edwards and
Toton-based Locomotive Maintainer Nick Gosling, both
of whom are nominated Health & Safety champions.

DB Cargo UK offers a range of Maintenance services
from its three depots - Crewe IEMD, Stoke WMD and
Toton TMD. Services include traction & rolling stock
inspections, routine maintenance, general and heavy

overhauls, modifications, load bank testing, wheel-set
overhauls, paintshop services, pantograph overhauls
and wagon repurposing.

In addition, every year DB Cargo UK’s Breakdown and
Recovery Team provides a national re-railing service,
enabling a rapid and effective recovery service to keep
the UK’s rail network moving.
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Seaforth.

Class 66 738 passes Walton on February 9th whilst
working the 4F62 East Midlands Gateway to

GBRf kick off new service from Portbury

GB Railfreight (GBRf), one of the largest rail freight
operators in the UK, has officially begun a new
service from Portbury to Acton, in partnership with Al.
Responding at short notice, there was the requirement
for the GBRf team to immediately start working to learn
the new route, familiarise themselves with the new
site, and prepare for the smooth operation of the first
few services. These services, which began at the end of
January, will move 90,000 tonnes of aggregate, which
amounts to approximately 60 trains and considerations
are being given to further shipments.

The agile establishment of this service is further proof
of the excellent service GBRf provides and builds on

existing supply routes and flows of aggregates the
transport company already run for Al.

John Smith, Managing Director of GB Railfreight, said:

“We were absolutely delighted to be approached by Al
to run this service. We have a longstanding relationship
with them and they are a valued partner for us. | would
also like to congratulate the GBRf team for the smooth
running of this service last month. We are also pleased
to have secured this traffic because it reinforces what
we already know - that GB Railfreight is one of the most
trusted transport operators in the UK and one you can

rely on to turn around work in a short space of time. |
couldn’t be prouder of the team we have here at GBRf.”

Simon Blake, General Manger - Rail
of Aggregate Industries, said: “We are
delighted to have been able to work so
quicklywith supportfrom GBRfto convert
a window of opportunity, to a practical
and commercially sound reality. This new
source of material will further support
the Aggregate Industries offer for both
sustainable delivery and surety of supply
for construction materials to the South
East market.”
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Drax Aes.

GB Railfreight (GBRf) is delighted to announce that it
has signed a five-year deal with GRS Rail Services, a
joint venture between Tarmac and aggregates trading
company GRS, in an extension to its existing contract.

ThenewGRSRailServicescontractbuildsonapartnership
betweenthetwobusinessesthatbegunin2016,primarily
supplying rail haulage services between the UK’s largest
granite quarry, Mountsorrel Quarry in Leicestershire,
operated by Tarmac, and a major aggregates supply
depot at Wellingborough, Northamptonshire operated
by GRS. The Wellingborough depot was developed
between Network Rail, GB Railfreight, Tarmac and GRS
to support major infrastructure projects such as the

Class 60 095 slows to cross over Heaton Norris
Junction, Stockport on February 11th, while in
charge of the 11:15 Liverpool Biomass Terminal to

GBRf extend contract with GRS Rail Services

redevelopment of the A14in Cambridgeshire, one of the
country’s biggest highways schemes in recent years.

Over the course of the last five years, the contract has
evolved to serve new supply points, such as Swinden
Quarry, North Yorkshire, and Tunstead Quarry,
Derbyshire, and feed new railheads in Luton and
Northampton. GBRf and GRS Rail Services have also
moved over 1.8 million tonnes of aggregates across the
UK to support the construction industry and prevented
almost 100,000 lorry loads from using our roads. The
announcement today of this contract renewal signals
theresilience of a longstanding and fruitful relationship
between GBRf and GRS.

This partnership will allow for the operation of services
from the Peak District to terminals at Wellingborough,
Luton, Northampton and Peterborough, as well as the
redevelopment of Wellingborough Aggregates Depot.

John Smith, Managing Director at GB Railfreight, said:

“I am absolutely delighted to be unveiling this contract
extension with GRS Rail Services. We have worked with
GRS for a number of years and our partnership has been
fruitfulfromtheverystart. Giventheuncertaineconomic
picture we are facing at this time, it is more important
than ever to continue with the work we have done so
successfully throughout 2020 and today’s contract
extension will ensure we keep the economy moving in

the right direction as we emerge from the pandemic.”

JonFisher, Chief Executive at GRS said: “Our partnership
with GB Railfreight has gone from strength to strength,
allowing us to meet the construction industry’s demand
foraggregates with the lowest possible carbon footprint
and in the most efficient way possible. Rail freight
produces a fraction of the carbon and particulate
emissions of road haulage, and although lorries are still
neededforlocaldistribution,thanksto GB Railfreight we
can cover most of the journey from aggregates source
quarries to construction site by rail. We’re looking

forward to developing our partnership over the years
ahead.”
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Often double-headed, here with Class 66 770 and

66 717, the 6E17 12:30 Saturdays Only departure
from Liverpool Biomass Terminal heads south
through Winwick bound for Drax on February 20th.
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GBRf unveil partnership to transform railways weed control maintenance

GB Railfreight (GBRf), one of the largest rail freight
operatorsinthe UK isdelightedtoannouncealandmark
cooperationwithBayerEnvironmentalScience,Network
Rail, and a number of start-up companies, which will
transform essential weed control maintenance on the
UK’s railways.

Introducing innovative technology, three new Smart
Weed System trains will commence service on the
British railway network later this spring. They will have
the capability to eliminate potentially dangerous weed
infestations with advanced precision. Responsible for
supplying the end-to-end rail operations, GB Railfreight
will provide rail expertise for this project.

By detecting the weeds using cameras mounted on the
trains, only the most appropriate herbicide will be use,
thus improving the environmental footprint. The data
generated will be uploaded to a cloud database using
GPS software, which will enable weed control to be
monitored and reported 24/7 from a central point.

This innovative GPS tracking system will also
automatically shut off spray nozzles when the train
approaches a ‘Non-Treatment Zone’, such as a
watercourse or bridge, a move which further enhances
the environmental impact by adding a second layer of
protection for the operators.

Mark Wyborn, Head of Strategic Development at GB
Railfreight, said: “The higher efficiency of the three new
trains combined with the modern technology and asset
life will provide a more efficient weed control program
for years to come. Aiming for a safer rail industry for all
should be a priority. This investment from Bayer into
the collaboration will bring a new level of scientific
expertise and knowledge to the rail industry and will
help to drive forward weed control and safety for future
years. Thefirst train will be introduced and in service on
UK railways from May 2021, with the second and third
train planned for use in April 2022

Commenting on how the partnership will increase the
safety of the railways, Alan Morris, Bayer Environmental
Science UK country head said: “Weeds can cause
contamination of valuable equipment and lead to a
range of health and safety issues for both workers and
passengers. This technology is not only an innovation
for the rail industry but weed control globally, so we’re
delighted to be involved in this collaboration with key
members of the rail industry.”
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West Midlands Railway’s Class 196 006, 196 007
and 196 108 are seen in store at Telford Railfreight

Self-service refunds for Greater Anglia passengers

Greater Anglia has introduced a new service which allows
customers to arrange their own refunds online. Self-
service refunds are now available to passengers who have
purchased their Smart Card tickets via Greater Anglia’s
app or website. Traditionally customers who purchased
tickets via the website or app would need to email or call
the company’s Smart Support Team for assistance. Now,
thanksto thisupgrade, customers can simply loginto their
account to see, review, and cancel bookings by following
the step-by-step instructions to apply for a refund of their
unused Smart tickets. The self-serve system will advise
how much is going to be refunded, with the refund value
calculated using the industry standard National Rail
principles.

Greater Anglia customers can have their refunds paid
straight back onto the original card used for purchase.

Greater Anglia’s Smart Card Scheme Manager, Kamelia
Lazarova, said, “We are always looking at ways to improve
the service to our customers and make our processes
simple and hassle free. I’'m delighted that we, alongside
our partner, Trainline, have been able to make our refund

process even more customer friendly with these new
self-serve refunds, which will help passengers to get their
money back even more quickly and easily if they change
their plans.”

Current Government advice is to stay at home unless you
need to travel for permitted reasons including work and
medical appointments.

Greater Anglia continues to ensure thatrail travelis safe for
staff and passengers with an enhanced cleaning regime,
on stations and trains, concentrating on high-touch areas
suchaspushbuttons, grabrailsanddoorhandles. Thetrain
operator has also introduced a wide range of measures to
make it easier for customers to maintain social distancing
at stations and on trains - including floor markings, one-
way systems, new signs, and queuing systems.

It is now mandatory for customers to wear a face covering
when using public transport, to help reduce the spread of
Covid-19. Children under the age of 11 and people with a
disability or illness which means they cannot wear a face
covering are exempt from wearing them.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Delay Repay: Multiple Operator Conundrum
Q: So, the conundrum...

| am going to give a fictitious example, however, it
isn’t too dissimilar to some journeys | have caught in
the past.

The journey is Leicester (LEI) to York (YRK) with a
changeover in Sheffield (SHF):

EM 1100 LEI -> SHF (scheduled arrival before 1230)
XC 1230 SHF -> YRK (scheduled arrival 1330)

Consider the following scenario:

EM 1100 LEIl -> SHF arrives late and | miss the 1230
connection to YRK.

| catch an alternative train, XC 1330 SHF -> YRK
(scheduled arrival 1430).

Now the tricky bit...

The train | was scheduled to catch (XC 1230 SHF ->
YRK) arrives late at 1420. This is 50 mins after the
scheduled arrival of 1330. The alternative train | was
forced to catch due to EM delay also arrives late at
1440. This is 10 minutes after the scheduled arrival
of 1430. So, which company do | claim compensation
off? And, how much do | claim?

larrived at 1440, 1 hourand 10 minutes late compared
with my scheduled arrival time for the entire journey.
Naively, | would claim from EM, saying their delay in
the 1100 LEI -> SHF caused this. Additionally, | would
claim for the 1h10m delay. However, EM could say |
arrived only 20m after my scheduled train (1230 SHF
->YRK), thus the total delay is actually only 20m.

So, instead, do | claim compensation from XC for the
50m delay on my scheduled train (1230 SHF -> YRK)?
But | wasn’t actually on this train. So, would that be
fraudulent?

| hope this gets across my point. You can construct
many scenarios like thisand I think itis very confusing
to know exactly who to claim off and what bracket
(15+, 30+, 1h+ etc). This is only amplified when
additional legs and operators are added too.

A: You claim from the first company whose service’s
delay or cancellation causes your journey to become

delayed. In this case EMR. You claim for your actual
arrival time at your destination station vs your
scheduled arrival time. So in this case 70 mins delay,
i.e. 1hr+ level of compensation.

Intermediate times are only of relevance where
you decide to break your journey (say at Sheffield in
this case), or if you haven’t allowed the minimum
connection time between services (and thus planned
an ‘impossible’ connection).

The only scope for argument is if your both your first
and second trains are disrupted, and the first TOC
might say “ah, but it doesn’t matter that our train was
cancelled/late, there wouldn’t have been a train for you
to connect to anyway’. But usually they accept liability
straight away.

What are my chances of a full
refund from SouthEastern?

Q: | booked a ticket online from the SouthEastern
website to travel first thing Saturday morning to visit
somebody in a support bubble. Usually, when i buy
advances, | am able to collect from one of their ticket
machinesthefollowingday.However,larrivedearlyfor
my train, inserted my payment card into the machine
and tapped in my booking reference when prompted.
| was surprised when the machine displayed an error
message saying that my booking could not be found.
| tried again but got the same message. As a result, |
had to purchase a new ticket.

A: The retailer (southeastern) should provide you with a
full refundfortheticketsthatyouwere unableto collect.
Itisnotyour faultthatthere was anissue between them
and their supplier (assuming that’s what happened).
There should be no admin fee for this. If the new tickets
cost more than the original tickets then | hope that the
retailer (southeastern) will be considerate regarding
the extra cost that you have incurred.

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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Now reported as being in store, due to the low passenger
numbers on the ECML, Class 91 119 ‘Bounds Green Intercity
Depot 1977- 2017’ races passed Eaton Lane, Retford, with the
07:30 London King’s Cross - Edinburgh service on June 29th

Roll-out of driver training on Greater Anglia’s new trains heads west

Greater Anglia is now training driver instructors on its
new Alstom-built trains on the London Liverpool Street
to Cambridge line, as preparations continue for the
introduction of new trains on its West Anglia services.

Once driver instructors have been trained, they will
starttraining over 250 drivers, ahead of new trains being
introduced on the route later this year.

Driver instructors have already spent time learning
about the complexities of the various on-board systems
from training materials and full cab simulators.

Now they have started training on the actual trains
themselves, using the on-train systems to deal with the

day-to-day operation of the train, as well as looking at a
number of emergency and fault scenarios.

Theygetthechancetobe“hands-on” operatingthetrain
both in sidings and out on the network, undertaking
‘practical handling’ where they get used to driving
the train, enabling them to gain the expert experience
needed to train all the drivers.

The first of the company’s 133 new electric commuter
trains, built by Alstom - formerly Bombardier - in Derby,
were introduced in November 2020 on the London to
Southend Victoria route, before extending to select
Braintree and Southminster services in December.

While testing continues to allow the trains to start in
service between Colchester and Clacton later this year,
training has just started on the West Anglia route, which
runs between London Liverpool Street and Cambridge
via Bishop’s Stortford.

Andrew Goodrum, Greater Anglia’s business readiness
director, said: “The start of training for our driving
instructor colleagues who work on the West Anglia
route is the next stage in our new trains introduction
programme.

Feedbackfromourinstructorshasbeenoverwhelmingly
positive - they see these new trains as a huge step-up
and are proud to be playing a key role in getting them

Into passenger service.

We’re looking forward to introducing these brand-new
trainstothe West Angliaroute laterthisyear, givingmore
of our customers all the mod-cons they expect from a
railway in the 2020s.”

Greater Anglia has ordered 133 Alstom-built electric
commuter trains. They have five carriages and come
with air conditioning, Wi-Fi, plug and USB sockets at
each pair of seats, a modern passenger information
system as well as spaces for bicycles and an accessible
area.
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Network Rail has submitted plans to Teignbridge
District Council to extend an existing rockfall shelter
over the railway line between Dawlish and Holcombe.
The209m long extension of therockfall shelter north of
Parsons Tunnel will help protect trains against falling
rocks along this section of vital stretch of railway
that connects communities across the south west
with the rest of the UK, which is home to a number
of cliffs in close proximity to the railway line. Parsons
Tunnel was previously extended a hundred years ago
and Network Rail proposes to extend that further
by providing a rockfall shelter in modern materials,
but with open sides rather than the previous brick
built enclosed tunnel extension. If approved, the
proposals, which are subject to funding confirmation
from government, will see construction starting in
August with the work expected to take around a year
to complete. Preparatory work is due to begin at the
top of the cliffs overlooking this stretch of railway on
March 22nd whereby Network Rail engineers will begin
cutting back some of the vegetation and installing
safety netting to secure the shrubbery on the cliffs
and reduce any falling debris. This work will be closely
monitored to ensure the least disruption for wildlife
habitats and biodiversity.

This rockfall shelter, which is the third phase of work
as part of Network Rail’'s South West Rail Resilience
Programme following the two sections of new sea
wall in Dawlish, is critical to ensuring the resilience
of the railway between Dawlish and Teignmouth for
generations to come and protecting this critical route
from failing debris. Rocks falling from the cliffs is not a
new problem and was the reason for the construction
oftheoriginalenclosedshelteracenturyago. However,
recent studies, including drone flights over the cliffs,
show that there are active falls from the rear cliff. An
accumulation of material on the slope could trigger
larger debris slides and this stretch of railway is not
currently protected against rock falls from this active
area of cliffs above. The construction of the rockfall
shelter at this location poses a number of engineering
challenges, due to the limited access with the track
flanked by high cliffs on one side and the sea on the
other, as well as ensuring this work doesn’t result in
lengthy closures of this critical rail artery to the south
west.

Plans submitted for rockfall shelter extension to protect
vital stretch of railway in Devon

The design of the new rockfall shelter is open-sided to
allowrail passengersto enjoy theviews of the beautiful
south west coastline. It will be constructed out of pre-
made concrete wall panels and beams on the roof,
covered by a cushioning material to absorb the impact
of any rockfalls. Network Rail has submitted the plans
for ‘prior approval’ under Network Rail’s permitted
development rights. Under this, Teignbridge District
Council will consider only the design, materials, or
sighting of the project to ensure that development
‘would not injure the amenities of the neighbourhood’
and be satisfied thatitcould notbe ‘reasonably carried
out elsewhere’.

Teignbridge DistrictCouncilwillnowbeabletoformally
consult the local community on the proposed designs.
Environmental protection is a key focus for the project
and, followingearlyfeedbackfrom Teignbridge District
Council,NetworkRailhascarriedoutadditionalstudies
and submitted reports that set out its approach to
ecological protection and management of potential
impacts on wildlife habitats.

Ewen Morrison, senior programme manager for
Network Rail’s South West Rail Resilience Programme,
said: “The coastal location of the railway in south
Devon is truly stunning but it also presents its biggest
challenge with the sea on one side and steep cliffs on
the other. The existing rockfall shelter has proven its
effectivenessforacenturyandsothismodernextended
structure will protect the railway for generations to
come alongside a section of cliff that is becoming
increasingly hazardous from rock falls.”

Councillor Andrea Davis, Chair of Peninsula Rail Task
Force (PRTF), said: “The PRTF welcomes the planning
submission for the extension of the rockfall shelter
north of Parsons Tunnel. The line at Dawlish is a vital
link between the peninsula and the rest of the UK and
the rockfall shelter is an important element in future
proofing and improving the resilience of our main line.
Wecongratulate NetworkRailondevelopingamodern,
ecologically conscious, solution to the ongoing rock
fall issue. The PRTF look forward to continuing our
work with government to build upon efforts to level up
the region, focussing on the next stage of the project
which will deliver a resilient rail infrastructure, fit for
the future.”
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Major boost for freight by rail as Southampton upgrade is completed

On Friday February 19th, engineers finished a series of
improvementsonthelinesusedbyfreighttrainsbetween
Southampton Central and Redbridge, unlocking more
capacity at the country’s second busiest container port.
FreightservicesbetweenSouthampton,theMidlandsand
the North can now carry up to 20% more goods thanks
to track, signals and sidings improvements. Trains once
restricted to 520 metres in length can now be extended
up to 775 metres in length, or 14 extra containers per
train. Six 775 metre long freight trains per day are now
set to operate from the Freightliner Maritime Terminalin
Redbridge and if each of those trains adds 14 containers,
they will combine to move an extra 84 containers of
goods per day.

Chris Heaton-Harris, Rail Minister, said: “The completion
of this freight upgrade will not only lead to a greener and

more cost-efficient way to transport freight from
Southampton, but will also significantly boost the
volume of goods transported to and from the Midlands.
Our freight industry has played an integral role keeping
this country moving through this pandemic. Our
investment ensures it will continue to play a pivotal role
supporting our economic recovery.”

Mark Killick, Network Rail’s Wessex route director, said:
“We are very pleased to finally complete this ambitious
projectand unlock more capacity forfreighton ourroute.
This was a complex project which required us to install
longer sidings, new track for heavier and faster moving
trains, improved signalling and enhanced drainage,
which will make the operation of the area more efficient.
We are very grateful to our freight operators and
passengers for their patience during the recent line

closures. We are also grateful to those living close to the
railway, who have witnessed a great deal of engineering
work very close to them over the last two years.”

Charlene Wallace, Network Rail’s director of freight,
national passenger and customer experience, said:
“CompletingtheSouthamptonFreightTrainLengthening
project passes a key milestone in our plans to move
more freight by rail across the country. We have long
sought to improve the route between Southampton and
Reading and can now offer our freight operators more
capacity and greater flexibility for their operations at an
important location on our network.”

The completion of the Southampton Freight Train
Lengthening scheme is a major boost for the Port of
Southampton’s three rail freight operators DB Cargo, GB

Railfreight and Freightliner.

Freightliner average up to 24 container trains per day in
and out of their Maritime Terminal in Redbridge, while
DB Cargo and GB Railfreight average up to 18 trains per
day. DB Cargo and GB Railfreight can now transport
three different kinds of goods to and from Southampton
- intermodal containers, vehicles and gypsum.

The upgraded railway also brings environmental
benefits. Each container transported by rail has the
same capacity as one Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV). Each
container added to a freight service removes the need
foran HGV on local roads, reducing both congestion and
pollution.

Photo: ©Chris Denham/Network Rail



Historic station luggage bridge gets
identical replica replacement

An historic luggage bridge which was removed
from Worcester Shrub Hill station last year will
soon be replaced with an identical-looking
replica built with stronger modern materials.
Network Rail is rebuilding the structure after
the Grade Il listed station’s disused luggage
bridge between platform 1 and 2 had fallen
into disrepair. It was not until it was lifted out
by crane in November 2020 that engineers
discovered the original ironwork was too
corroded to restore.

Working closely with conservation experts, an
identical-looking bridge has been made with
modern materials so the replacementisrobust
and secure for many years to come.

Lawrence James, scheme project manager at
Network Rail, said: “It’s really important for
Network Rail to protect and conserve heritage
structures on the railway network - like the
luggage bridge at Worcester Shrub Hill - which
give historic stations a unique charm and
character.’d liketothankstationusersfortheir
patience while we’ve worked hard to upgrade
and modernise the bridge, with the potential
it can be brought back into use for passengers
in the future.”

Although the new bridge will not initially

be available for passenger use, it could one
day be brought back into normal use should
future funding be secured to install lifts in the
structure.

Brenda Lawrence, head of stations for West
Midlands Railway, said: “Worcester Shrub Hill
Is @ much-loved station with a long and proud
history which has been serving passengers for
more than 170 years. The distinctive luggage
bridge is a big part of the station’s character
and | am pleased Network Rail has been able

to keep itsidentity through this project. | thank
our customers who usually drive to the station
for their patience and understanding that
fewer parking spaces will be available over the
weekend when this challenging installation is
carried out.”

Between FridayApril9thand SundayApril 11th,
the crane needed to lift the structure will take
up a section of the car park, meaning fewer
parking spaceswill be availableforpassengers.

Motorists planning on using Worcester Shrub
Hill station over this weekend are being urged
to make alternative car parking arrangements.

Trains will not be disrupted while the bridge
installation takes place.

Cardiff bridge avoids £40m
demolition thanks to
electric resistant paint

In a world first, electric resistant paint
combined with voltage-controlled
clearance (VCC) hashelped makeaVictorian
railway bridge usable by new electrictrains,
avoiding weeks of passenger disruption
and train delays in the process.

Just over a year ago, electrification of
the railway running between London and
Cardiff was completed, providing greener
and faster journeys for our passengers.

Butbehindthescenessomethinginnovative

was happening,thatturnedouttobeahuge

success and will now be used to shape the

future of electrification projects at Network

Rail. As diesel trains were replaced with

electric ones, Network Rail engineers were

tasked with a huge job to install overhead wires and cables to
run them. As most routes were designed during the Victorian
times, this often means large structures, like bridges, need to be
reconstructed before electrification is installed.

Richard Stainton, engineering expert, Network Rail said:
“Intersection Bridge - situated in the centre of Cardiff, on the
Wales route - is a prime example. The structureis too low to safely
fit all the kit required. Ordinarily, this would force Network Rail
to demolish it and rebuild it at a greater height to keep electric
trains a safe distance away from the bridge as they pass under,
and stop them from electrifying the bridge itself, or anything on
it.”

In this case however, Network Rail used electric-resistant paint
- a unique coating applied to the underside of the bridge. This is
a new technology that has been developed with the University
of Southampton. It was used alongside specially developed
lineside kit, including: surge arresters and insulated bridge arms,
to insulate the bridge from electricity and make it safe for electric
trains to pass under.

In a world first, the electric resistant paint was combined with
voltage-controlled clearance (VCC) which allowed the electrical
clearance gap to be reduced by 20mm from the overhead line
equipment (OLE) to the bridge, and 70mm from the OLE to the
trains roofs. This meant around £40m of savings as the bridge did
not need to be knocked down to start from scratch.
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Peter Smith-Jaynes, regional asset manager, electrification,
Wales & Western, said: “It’s a really complex situation at Cardiff
Intersection Bridge. It’s a very busy rail-over-rail bridge, with a
canalunderneath that, and it’s surrounded by high-rise buildings.
Just accessing the bridge would have been difficult but knocking
it down and rebuilding it would have been nearly impossible. We
had to find another solution.”

With a year of data to back it up, Network Rail is now developing
the solution and investigating deploying it nationally across a
wide range of bridges.

Richard explained: “Typically, a third of electrification project
expenditureisonreconstructionand modifyingof civils structures
— tunnels, bridges and stations - to allow the installation OLE
with the necessary clearances. This solution will create enormous
efficiencies; allowing future electrification projects to be installed
and energised without multi-million-pound expenditure -
potentially saving the tax-payers as much as £100m. It will also
significantly reduce the number of rail closures - for access -
lowering the disruptionto passengers,road networks, and railway
neighbours.”

Peter added: “As a Welshman, I’'m proud we’ve been able to trial
this innovative, new technology here in Cardiff, and can look back
on it knowing we’ve made a difference, potentially saving the
taxpayer millions as we roll it out on future electrification projects
elsewhere.”
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On February 12th, Class 66 723
pauses at Gobowen working the
6G65 16:08 Bescot - Dee Marsh Jct.
engineers.

Network Rail awards design contract for
Edinburgh Waverley Masterplan

Network Rail has appointed Mott MacDonald as
the design contractor for the Edinburgh Waverley
Masterplan.

The £900,000 contract, awarded by Network
Rail on behalf of the Masterplan partners, will
involve design work to assess and select the most
appropriate options for the various elements of the
Masterplan, to allow them to be developed further.

The Waverley Masterplan, a partnership between
Scottish Government (Transport Scotland), City of
Edinburgh Council and Network Rail, will consider
the future growth anticipated at the station,
the impact of city centre developments, urban
planning trends and how Waverley station can
be enhanced to encourage and contribute to the
future development of Scotland’s capital city and
support the wider economy.

Mott MacDonald will take forward and develop
the concept designs, which were revealed back in
August, for transforming the capital’s main station.

AlexHynes,managingdirectorofScotland’sRailway,
said: “Our city stations, and the economies they
support, will be key to how the country recovers
from the impact of COVID-19 and nowhere more so

than in our Capital. As restrictions ease and people
begin to move around the country again, designing
a stationthatworksforthe city, bothnow andinthe
future, is an important step to creating a modern,
vibrant transport hub that will attract people to
the railway and provide a distinctive and fitting
gateway for people arriving into Edinburgh.”

Karen Keast, Mott MacDonald in Edinburgh, said:
“We are delighted to have been selected to develop
the design concepts for the Waverley Masterplan.
Edinburgh Waverley is an iconic part of the City’s
heritage sitting as it does in a world class urban
and architectural environment. Celebrating and
valuing this heritage will be central to our thinking
but looking to the future and recognising the
opportunities it holds will help define the station
for the future.”

MottMacDonaldisanexperiencedproviderofdesign
services to Network Rail having previously worked
closely and collaboratively with the company on
projects across the UK.
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Class 66 728 and 66 710 on the rear
are seen working the 3Y88 Totton
to Totton via Woking as they pass
Worting on February 26th.

South London’s railway set for major upgrades
as 40-year-old track and signalling replaced

Network Rail has begun a major four-year package of
work to modernise 1980s track and signalling on the
lines into London Victoria station. The upgrades will
improve reliability on the network, helping even more
passenger and freight trains arrive at their destinations
on time. This phase of work, to take place at weekends
between London Victoria, Clapham Junction and
Balham, and the West London Lines from Clapham to
Shepherds Bush, got fully underway in February and
will continue until after Christmas 2022. Upgrades
between Tulse Hill, Peckham Rye and Crystal Palace,
and between Nunhead, Herne Hill and the Battersea
area will follow between 2022 and 2025.

Shaun King, route director, Sussex said: “It’s vital that
we continue to modernise the rail network so that we
can build back better, stronger and more reliable than
ever before for passengers and freight users. Much of
the track and signalling in South London is more than
40 years old and it’s also some of the most intensively
used in the country. The work we are doing on the lines
intoVictoriaoverthe nextfewyearswill keep passengers
moving safely and reliably long into the future.”

Southern Customer Services Director Chris Fowler said:
“The route to Victoria is one of our busiest and a signal
failure ortrackfaulthere creates delays acrossthe south
east. That’s why we welcome Network Rail’s initiative
and will support them by altering our train service and
arranging alternative transport each weekend their
engineers are working.”

Keeping passengers moving

Passengers travelling on affected routes are advised to
check before travelling at weekends and bank holidays.
On the following dates, no trains will run between
Victoria-East Croydon. Most trains will be diverted to
London Bridge. A limited rail replacement bus service
will run between East Croydon and Clapham Junction
for local journeys. Rail tickets will be accepted on
London Underground services between London Victoria
and London Bridge and Balham and on London Buses
between Balham and Streatham Hill. Tickets will also
be valid on South Western Railway services between
Clapham Junction and London Waterloo.

Saturday 1 - Monday 3 May (Bank Holiday weekend)
Saturday 8 - Sunday 9 May

Saturday 15 - Sunday 16 May

Saturday 22 - Sunday 23 May

Saturday 29 - Monday 31 May (Bank Holiday weekend)
Sunday 6 June - no trains will run between Balham and
Victoria
*Additionalweekendworkingwillberequiredtosupport
the work. Further dates to follow when confirmed.

Christmas works

Saturday 25 December - Sunday 2 January 2022 - 9-day
closure

Sunday 25 December - Monday 2 January 2023 - 9-day
closure

What’s being delivered in this phase of works
Between London Victoria, Clapham Junction and
Balham, and the West London Lines from Clapham to
Shepherds Bush

Multimillion-pound investment in signalling, track,
civils, power systems and telecoms

93 new modern LED signals

17 signal gantries replaced with new easier maintained
structures

3 new power supply points for the signalling and points
heating equipment

186 new axle counters (train detection equipment)
200,000 metres of new signalling, telecoms and power
supply cable
8keyjunctionsand50pointsrenewedtoachieve greater
track reliability and minimise disruption

Recontrol to the Clapham and Balham areas from the
1970s Victoria Area Signalling Centre to the state-of-
the-art Three Bridges Rail Operating Centre
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No. DR73936 approaches Wilson’s
Crossing as it heads toward London

on February 26th.

National
means no trains through Horsham for 9 days this summer

Rail

Network Rail gives ‘Heart of Wessex’
line some love over five-day closure

Passengers travelling on the line between
Bristol and Weymouth can look forward
to a more reliable railway following vital
maintenance between Dorchester West and
Castle Cary.

Mark Killick, Network Rail Wessex route
director, said: “We’d like to say thank you to
our passengers for their patience during this
lineclosure. Therailway cuttingrescalingisa
vital piece of maintenance on thisimportant
lineforlocalcommunities. Theworkwe have
carried out will keep passengers moving
long into the future.”

JamesWilcox, GreatWestern Railway station
manager for the area, said: “This work was
important to ensure we can continue to
provide services that people can rely on at
this time and we thank customers for their
patience. We have been working hard to
make sure that people can be confident to
travel safely, and that includes running as
many trains and carriages as we can to make

extra room, and replacement buses where
trains cannot operate, as well as enhanced
cleaning and social distancing measures.”

The work carried out in the Yeovil Pen Mill
area forms part of Network Rail’s £2bn
investment on the Wessex route to improve
train journeys and keep passengers moving
for decades to come.

More maintenance will take place ontheline
between Dorchester West and Castle Cary
later this year, including track renewals and
maintenance, at a date to be confirmed. It
follows a major project to replace a railway
bridge at Yetminster in February 2020, as
part of ongoing improvements to the line.

Passengers with Southern and Thameslink
are advised to plan ahead for major work on
the ArunValley Line in the summer. Network
Rail engineers will be rebuilding a crucial
section of West Sussex’s railway, including
a nine day period in August when there will
be no trains through Horsham, plus five
weekends of engineering closures in July,
September and October.

From Saturday 14 to Sunday 22 August 2021,
buses will replace trains along much of
the Arun Valley line, from Arundel to Three
Bridges including Horsham and Crawley,
and the Mole Valley line between Horsham
and Dorking. Additionally, there will be three
weekends of engineering closures ahead
of the main work and these will take place
on Sunday 11 July, Saturday 17 to Sunday
18 July, and Saturday 31 July to Sunday 1
August 2021. Following the main closure,
there will be a further two weekend closures
on Saturday 4 September to Sunday 5
September and Sunday 3 October.

Network Rail Southern region’s investment
director Paul Harwood said: “We never
take the decision to close the railway for
extended periods lightly and would like to
thank passengers for their patience as we
work to address historic underinvestment
in the region’s railway and enhance the
capability of the line. This investment was
originally planned for several bank holiday
closures, supported by a long series of
weekend closuresovertwo to threeyears. By
doing the work over nine consecutive days
and two weekends, the overall disruption
to passengers can be significantly reduced,
while fast-tracking the delivery of the
reliability, safety and connectivity benefits
of the project. Recognising the importance
of the railway to the leisure and tourism
industry, we’ll ensure that alternative routes
are fully open on these dates, and we’ve
timed the work to avoid Brighton Pride.
Over the next months, we will continue to
work closely with Southern, Thameslink and
South Western Railway colleagues, as well
as local stakeholders to ensure passengers

are made
aware of the
changes to
their journeys
and the
alternative
options to
keep  them
moving.”

Chris Fowler,

Customer

Services

Director for Southern, said: “Network Rail
have worked closely with us to plan this vital
work so that our customers’ journeys are
disrupted as little as possible. The upgrade
will improve the reliability of services on
the Arun Valley line, and | thank customers
in advance for their patience while work is
under way in the summer. We’ll be giving
more detailed advice about alternative
travel options over the coming months.”

This investment will be used to replace
1980s track and infrastructure, with new,
more reliable equipment that will improve
journeys for customers on the two routes, as
well as the wider region by reducing delays.
Passengers wishing to travel on these dates
will need to allow considerably more time
for their journeys and should expect to use
either diverted trains via longer routes or a
replacement bus or coach to connect with
rail services to the South Coast.

Work has also been timed to avoid
disrupting Brighton Pride at the start of
August and other routes including the
Brighton Main Line will be open for travel.
Services on longerdistance coastaljourneys
to Chichester, Littlehampton, Bognor Regis
and Portsmouth will still be running, but
will go via an alternative route using the
Brighton Main Line, meaning journeys will
take longer.

Crawley station will remain open on
weekdays during the nine-day period but
will be closed on all affected weekends.

What work is taking place?

The work will help facilitate enhanced
reliability and safety, minimising disruption
to passengers.

It will involve the complete renewal of nine
sets of old switches and crossings, the
movable sections of track that guide trains
from one track to another and allow them
to cross paths. The existing equipment has
been in place since the 1980s, is old and
unreliable and needs to be replaced. The
new, more reliable equipment will reduce
faults and delays to passengers.

A section of rail, sleepers and ballast will be
renewed, and track drainage replaced at
Horsham station. The upgraded track will
give passengers smoother, more reliable
journeys, while the drainage improvements
will maintain track quality for the long-term.
Enabling work for the upgrade of Parsonage
Road level crossing to a full barrier CCTV
crossing to improve safety, and recontrol of
Littlehaven signal box to the Three Bridges
Rail Operating Centre (ROC) in June 2022.

To give passengers additional benefits
Network Rail and train operators are looking
at options to refurbish stations when they
are closed.

Customers can find out more about
the project at www.networkrail.co.uk/
ArunValley. The site will also be updated
with detailed travel advice when alternative
travel options are published.
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ScotRailhasintroducedatemporarytrainservice
in a remote part of the Highlands, after locals
who have no other access to public transport
expressed fears they’d miss out on ‘essential’
shopping trips and medical appointments.

The 17:37 Fort William - Glasgow service was
temporarily removed from the timetable
following a 90 per cent fall in the number of
passengersusingthetrainduringthecoronavirus
pandemic.

The changes being made to the timetable reflect
the current demand from customers, while
delivering better value for the taxpayer.

Therevisedscheduleispartofthetrainoperator’s
strategy to provide critical services during the
COVID-19 pandemic, but in this part of Scotland,
it meant customers from Corrour or Rannoch,
who wanted to make an essential journey would
not be able to get back on the same day.

The train operator will now run a two-coach
service from Rannoch which will call at Corrour,
Tulloch, Roy Bridge and Spean Bridge before
arriving in Fort William around 10.00.

This will give customers an hour and a half to
carry out any essential business before catching
the 11.40 service home again. The service will
operate every Monday and Thursday until the
Caledonian Sleeper service between London
and Fort William is reinstated.

Alister MacLennan, Station Team Manager, West
Highlands said: “The last thing ScotRail wants to
doisleave people stranded or vulnerable during
this very difficult time for everyone.

Although we have a duty to run the rail network
as efficiently as possible to deliver the best value
for taxpayers, we also have a responsibility to
our customers in some of the remotest parts of
Scotland.

ScotRail rides to the

rescue of remote

Highland community

We’re confident the timetable changes we’ve
had to make are helping us provide a critical
service for key workers, but we are also willing to
look at reinstating certain services if it becomes
clear they are vital to the local community.”

Jan Robinson, who runs the Loch Ossian Youth
HostelinCorrour,said: “WespokeupandScotRail
listened. This two-day-a-week train service will
be a fantastic help to me and others in this very
rural community on the edge of Rannoch Moor.

“We were worried we’d miss out on trips for
essential shopping and some people have
important medical appointments coming up
that they might have had to cancel.

“The reinstated services are also a welcome
safety net for workers on the Corrour Estate in
case the private road is blocked or there are
vehicle breakdowns.”

Hege Hernaes, Secretary of West Highland
Community Rail Partnership, said: “A single
week’s response time is impressive for a large
organisation like ScotRail and demonstrates
their willingness to work flexibly and in liaison
with lineside communities in this time of crisis.

The West Highland Community Rail Partnership
and Lochaber Transport Forum are very grateful
to the Fort William station team, ScotRail’s
Business Developmentteam,andthetraincrews
who responded so quickly and positively when
asked to work the extra train.”

Train carriages inspire next generation of

rail engineers in Yorkshire

Three former Heathrow Express carriages, that ran for 25 years
between central London and Heathrow Airport, have been
moved to Siemens Mobility’s new rail manufacturing site in
Goole, East Yorkshire.

When in service, the units were known for their industry-
leading passenger experience and luxurious interiors and
clocked up some three million miles each year. They will now
be fitted out for use as a facility for training apprentices and
hosting schoolchildren and other visitors and rebranded with
information about the Goole investment and Siemens Mobility’s
work at the forefront of the UK rail industry.

As a business employing thousands of essential workers who
have supported critical national infrastructure through the
pandemic, Siemens Mobility has also designed one carriage with
thank you messages to the NHS for helping the country through
the COVID-19 challenges.

SambitBanerjee,Managing Director Rolling Stock and Customer
Services for Siemens Mobility in the UK, said: “These trains,
which were part of a fleet that carried six million travellers a
year, have come to the end of their passenger life but now have
an important new role as part of our Goole rail village.

They will form the perfect backdrop for our apprentices to
learn new skills, for schoolchildren to be inspired to be part
of a new pipeline of talent for the rail industry, and for other
visitors to appreciate the latest digital technologies that are
revolutionising the rail network. A group of our talented young
graduates and apprentices are working on plans to design and
equip the trains for their new use and we’re looking forward to
visitors experiencing them in the future.”

He concluded: “A huge thank you to Aura Brand Solutions who
‘wrapped’ the carriages on our behalf to turn our vision into
reality.”

Siemens Mobility’s investment of up to £200m in the Goole
facility will create up to 700 direct jobs, with a further 250 roles
during the construction phase and an additional 1,700 indirect
supply chain opportunities.

The new train factory is scheduled to open in 2023 when it will
beginmanufacturingstate-of-the-artTubetrainsforthePiccadilly
line on the London Underground. It will be complemented by
a neighbouring research, development and innovation cluster
and co-located supplier facilities.
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Some more of the nations oddities this month:

Rail

Derek Elston One of a kind

A “solitary” locomotive on the GWR was the first French compound Atlantic No. 102 ‘La France. imported in
1903. It differed considerably in dimensions from the later and larger compounds ‘President’ and ‘Alliance’ of
1905.

No. 40 ‘North Star’ was another GWR “solitary” locomotive of distinction, in being during the first stage of
its career the only four-cylinder simple Atlantic on the GWR; later this locomotive was converted to the 4-6-0
wheel arrangement and took the number 4000.

Dean’s 4-6-0s N0.36 of 1896 and No. 2601 of 1901 were both unique; both combined inside cylinders for the
coupled wheels. No. 36 had outside frames for the bogie, but in 2601 they were inside and the bogie was
fitted with Mansell wood-centre wheels; No. 36 had a low-pitched boiler crowned with a large brass dome,
but No. 2601, with a high-pitched boiler carrying a sandbox shaped like a saddle, and large Belpaire firebox,
was one of the strangest-looking locomotives that ever appeared on GWR metals.

Another “solitary” GWR locomotive was No0.3310, ‘Waterford’
(later 4118), built in 1899. Mr. Bertram T. Waite writes, “although really the pioneer of the “Atbaras” and with
“Camel” boiler and high Belpaire firebox, it had outside frames curved over the coupled wheels, instead of
straight, an special combined number and name plates on the cab sides.

Between 1903 and 1906 No. 3297 ‘Earl Cawdor’ was another 4-4-0 of the “Badminton” class that was unique
in possessing a 5ft 6in diameter parallel boiler crowned with a squat brass dome - a very short chimney was
also fitted. Later a standard taper boiler was substituted and the locomotive was renumbered 4105.

Polos, starting from £14.00 Heavy weight Hoodies starting Softshell, from £27.00 each, Morf’s (neckwear), starting
each, minimal order of 3. from £27.50 each, minimal minimal order of 2. from £9.00 each, minimal
order of 3.

order of 2.

4-6-0 Tenders
Tenders of 4-6-0s Nos 335 and 453 to 457 inclusive were fitted with water-scoops - the intention being to lay
down water-troughs between Gillingham and Templecombe and elsewhere.

In 1940
Up to August 15th 1940, built in Swindon Works were Nos. 5998 - 6905 [Hall 4-6-0s], Nos. 2217-2220 [0-6-0
tender loco’s] and Nos. 3675 - 3684 [0-6-0PT’s].
A number of 0-6-0 tender locos that were prepared for use overseas were now working again on the GWR with
Great Western numbers painted on the cab sides, but still retaining the letters “WD” on their tenders.

Gymsacs, starting from We have a broad range of Promotional print T-shirt, Hi-Vis, starting from £7.50
£5.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, from shoppers, courier £10.50 each minimal order of 2. each’ minimal order of 2
bags to messenger bags.

Locos 2 and 4 of the W C & P [Weston, Clevedon & Portishead Light Railway were taken over and renumbered
G.W.R. 5 and 6.

Seven more “V2” 2-6-0s of the “Green Arrow” class Nos. 4867 - 4869 were built at Doncaster and Nos 4883 -
4886, were built at Darlington, all entered traffic up to July 13th 1940.

Umbrellas, starting from Branded merchandise, Draw Branded T-shirts starting If you are after an item not shown,

£14.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, mouse mats, coasters. from £8.70 each, please ask, we have a vast range.

Ul EIO LU Prices shown is example pricing,
Pricing will vary on artwork / design
and quantities.

“SCHOOLS” 4-4-0 that work regularly over the Hastings branch, Nos. 900 - 912 and 934 - 939 were stationed
at St. Leonards and Bricklayer’s Arms with Nos. 913 - 923 stationed at Ramsgate.

Societies Apparel

Clubs and

Standard turn-around time 5-7
days. Prices assume collection
from our Huddersfield Service
Centre. Postage if required
charged at cost.

The first batches of “Schools” had tenders with spoked wheels; The later locos have solid wheels to their
tenders. Loco 908 has a tender of which the axle-boxes differ in design from those used on the standard
“Schools” tenders. All locos are receiving are receiving the multiple-jet exhaust of the modified Lemaitre
pattern and large diameter chimneys - the correspondent remarked particularly on the exceptional
competence of the performance of the locos.

Showing your pride of your organisation, builds awareness and strength in your brand. Get the message out there
consistently with consistent branded apparel. Some of our example pricing, always best to get a bespoke quote.

huddersfield@had-it.co.uk « 01484 500441 « had-print.co.uk
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Dedicatedvolunteersareplanningforare-openingofthe
Swanage Railway with Covid-safe steam trains resuming
between Norden, Corfe Castle and Swanage on Monday,
12 April, 2021 - subject to the lifting of Government
restrictions.

The Swanage Railway has been awarded ‘We’re Good to
Go’ certification by the Visit England tourism body for
demonstrating the heritage railway has metthe required
level of compliance with its Covid-19 preparations and
precautions to keep the public safe.

Covid-safe passenger services ran on the Swanage
Railway during 2020, including the successful Steam
and Lights festive trains in December.

VOLUNTEERS PLAN FOR RESUMPTION OF
COVID-SAFE STEAM TRAIN SERVICE

TO GOVERNMENT CONFIRMATION

During the latest national lockdown, only essential work
has been taking place - track and bridge maintenance
alongwithsignallingandlocomotive maintenance-with
the Swanage Railway following Government instruction
and advice.

Swanage Railway chairman Gavin Johns said: “We are
pleased that the Government’s plans, and guidance, to
bring the country out of the Covid-19 restrictions enable
us to plan for the resumption of our train services on
Monday, 12 April, 2021.

“The safety of our passengers and staff is our prime
concernaswelookforwardtoresumingourtrainservices
andopenouron-linebookingservice atswanagerailway.
co.uk on Thursday, 1 April, 2021.

“While on the day walk-up bookings
will be able to be made at our Norden,
Corfe Castle and Swanage ticket offices
- subject to seats being available - we
would encourage passengers to book
in advance, via our website, to avoid
disappointment as seat numbers are
reduced to ensure the prescribed social
distancing.

“The Swanage Railway has a great part
to play in giving people a wonderful day
out in the Isle of Purbeck - whether it’s
to visit Swanage and the beach, Corfe
Castle and its magnificent ruins or
simply to walk and enjoy the fresh air in
the beautiful countryside.

“Our train services and stations are
fully Covid-19 compliant with regular
cleaning taking place.

“Passengers will still have to wear
face coverings on our platforms and
trains — unless they are exempt - with
hand sanitiser points available on our
stations. Children under the age of 11
do not need to wear a face covering,

“We are taking all reasonable steps to
ensure that our passengers are safe while travelling with
us and passengers can travel with us in the knowledge
thatall fares go towards supporting there-built Swanage
Railway and ensuring its survival for future generations,”
added Mr Johns.

It is hoped to re-open the fund-raising shop on Swanage
station - in a Covid-safe manner - on Monday, 12 April,
2021, subject to the lifting of Government restrictions
and the availability of volunteers to staff the shop.

Subject to the lifting of Government restrictions, the
Swanage Railway hopes to re-open its Corfe Castle
station museum, return catering facilities to Swanage
and Norden stations and re-introduce its dining trains,
in a Covid-safe manner, from 17 May, 2021.

- SUBJECT

The Swanage Railway’s Harman’s Cross station and
Herston Halt will remain closed - in compliance with
current Government guidance - and are set to re-open
when the Government lifts the Covid-19 restrictions
regarding social distancing.

Gavin Johns explained: “We recognise the Government’s
dates for the reduction and final lifting of restrictions are
dependent on progress in reducing cases of Covid-19
and we will be looking for confirmation of these dates
by the Government nearer the time.

“The dates published by the Government give us time to
complete essential maintenance work and ensure that
everything is prepared for us to complete staff refresher
training so that the Swanage Railway is ready to resume
itstrain serviceswhenwereceive the greenlightfromthe
Government,” added Mr Johns who is also a volunteer
signalman on the heritage line.

In preparation for the resumption of steam trains, test
and staff training trains - not carrying the public - will be
operating on the Swanage Railway ahead of the planned
Monday, 12 April, 2021, re-opening which is subject to
the Government lifting Covid-19 restrictions.

Details of how the Swanage Railway keepsits passengers
safe can be found at www.swanagerailway.co.uk/covid-
19-passenger-information.

Up to date train service information is available from
the Swanage Railway website at swanagerailway.co.uk
where train tickets can be booked from Thursday, 1 April,
2021.

Photo: © Andrew P.M. Wright
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The Al Steam Locomotive Trust (A1SLT), the registered
charity behind famous new 100mph steam locomotive
No. 60163 Tornado and Britain’s most powerful steam
locomotiveNo0.2007PrinceofWales,haveannouncedthat
Cleardata, a leading document management company,
has started the scanning of 366 of the original Doncaster
Works drawings which will enable the construction of
the yet-to-be named third Gresley class V4 No. 3403. This
will be the third new LNER-designed steam locomotive
to be built by the Trust. It also announced that it had
made significant progress in the pre-launch phase of
the project.

The London &North Eastern Railway (LNER) class V4 was
a 2-6-2 steam locomotive designed by Sir Nigel Gresley
(who also designed famous No. 4472 Flying Scotsman
and world speed record holder No. 4468 Mallard) for
mixed-traffic use over the whole of the LNER network.
The class V4s had similarities in their appearance and
mechanical layout to the class V2s of which pioneer
No. 4771 Green Arrow is preserved. Two class V4s were
built at the LNER’s Doncaster Works in 1941 - No. 3401
Bantam Cock and No. 3402 which was un-named but
known unofficially as Bantam Hen. No. 3401 Bantam
Cock was unveiled at York on 11th February 1941 by its
designer Sir Nigel Gresley - his last public appearance
before hissudden death in office on 5th April 1941. [t was
anticipated that many more would be produced, but
his successor Edward Thompson produced the class Bl
4-6-0s instead of which 410 were built. The two class V4s
were renumbered Nos. 1700/1 in 1946 and later became
British Railways Nos. 61700/1. Both locomotives were
scrapped in 1957 when their boilers became due for
renewal.

Cleardatahasstartedtheprocessofscanning366original
Gresley class V4 drawings from microfiche and upon
completion later this month they will be uploaded onto
the Trust’s CAD system. These drawings were acquired
from Malcolm Barlow, a Doncaster scrap dealer who
launched the now defunct Gresley V4 Society in 1994 to
build a new example of the class.

Other progress to date now includes:

Trustee agreementto fundraising strategy and proposed
project timeline: it closely follows that used to fund the
building of No. 60163 Tornado and No. 2007 Prince of

PROJECT TO BUILD THIRD NEUW

Wales, which will hopefully leave the latter debt free on
completion

Sign-off of the high-level specification for No. 3403
- although just two in number, the class V4s were
very successful in traffic with no known design and
development problems

Acquisition of 366 original Gresley class V4 drawings -
Graham Nicholas catalogued these drawings in advance
of their scanning into the Trust’s CAD system

Purchase of a complete set of fully-certified tyres for the
new Gresley class V4’s pony, Cartazzi and 5ft 8in driving
wheels from David Buck, owner of Thompson class Bl
4-6-0No. 61306 Mayflower, along with achimney, two BR
class 08 shunter speedometer drive generators and two
air pumps of Finnish origin for use on No. 2007; the tyres
were originally manufactured in South Africa in the late
1990s for Malcolm Barlow and the other components
salvaged from Doncaster Works on its closure

Delivery of 12 Tender Spring Hooks from a closed die
forging to an original LNER drawing; this was part of a
much larger order placed by Network Rail with Unilathe
of Stoke-on-Trent for replacement components for its
LNER 4,200-gallon tender-based snowploughs which
has been piggybacked on by A1SLT for its new Gresley
class V4 and the project building a new Gresley class
B17, therefore considerably reducing the unit costs.

Component acquisition in advance of the start of
construction continues on an opportunistic basis. The
Trust has taken delivery set of cab side window frames
made for use on No. 3403 by Colin Vickridge, a long-
standing supporter and volunteer with the Trust. Colin
also provided the cab side window frames for Tornado
and Prince of Wales. Aspeedometer from ex-LMS Jubilee
No. 45657 Tyrwhitt (withdrawn in 1964) has also been
acquired by the Trust for eventual use on No. 3403.

Thecreationofanewsubsidiary, TheV4SteamLocomotive
Company Limited, of The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust to
carry out the building of new Gresley class V4 No. 3403
as part of the preparations for the formal launch of the
project

STEAM LOCOMOTIVE BUILDS UP STEAM

Although
there is no
specific
fundraising
appeal open
for No. 3403
yet, any
donations
m a d e
towards it
will be

ring-fenced

for the

project. Due

totheimpact

of COVID-19

the formal launch date of the V4 Project and launch of
The Founder’s Clubisyettobefinalised. Thiswill be used
to acquire all of the components needed to assemble
the engine’s frames so that when No. 2007 Prince of
Wales leaves Darlington Locomotive Works within the
next three years, everything will be in place to rapidly
assemble the frames. This will then be followed by the
launch of the ‘V4 for the price of a pint of beer a week’
covenant scheme and other specific fundraising clubs
familiar to those who have supported the building of No.
60163 Tornado and No. 2007 Prince of Wales. In this way,
the V4 Project can capitalise on the momentum built up
to complete the new class P2 with sufficient funding to
keep staff and contractors busy. It is hoped that the new
locomotive will take 5-7 years to build depending on the
rate at which the funds are raised.

Steve Davies MBE, chairman, The A1 Steam Locomotive
Trust, commented: “We are in the pre-launch phase
of the project to build our third new main line steam
locomotive, the yet-to-be-named Gresley class V4 No.
3403 - Sir Nigel Gresley’s final design. With the order
for construction now placed on Darlington Locomotive
Works, the scanning of the drawings commenced, and
further components acquired, we are well positioned
for the formal launch of the project.

“Wewanttobereadytostartassemblingournew Gresley
class V4 as soon as our new class P2 is completed.

The A1l Steam Locomotive Trust
New Steam for the Main Line

We anticipate the project costing around £3m and taking
around five years subject to the pace of fundraising. Our
new Gresley class V4 is an ideal locomotive for regional
main line tours, repeat main line itineraries and the
longer, main line connected heritage railways. Unlike
withourclassP2,wherewehavehadtodoaconsiderable
amount of development work to complete the job that
Sir Nigel Gresley started in 1934, there will be very little
redesign work needed as there were no known problems
with the Gresley class V4s.

“Although there is currently no specific appeal open
for No. 3403, any donations made will be ring-fenced
for the project. Our next step will be to launch The
Founder’s Club to fund the early stages of the project.
More announcements will be made during 2021 as the
project builds up steam.”

Photo: Proposed Gresley Class V4 No. 3403 ©A1SLT


http://www.p2steam.com
http://ww.a1steam.com
http://www.a1steam.com

East Lancs
Railway

Michael Lynam



www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 118
From the -

Archives

John Sloane



www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 119

From the
Archives

Mark Enderby




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 120
From the

Archives

Mark Enderby



www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 121

From the

John Sloane

Archives




From the
Archives

Jeff Nicholls

John Sloane

John Sloane




From the
Archives

Jeff Nicholls

John Sloane

Brian Hewertson




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 124
From the

Michael Bennett

Archives




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 125

From the
Archives

Brian Hewertson

John Sloane

Jeff Nicholls




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 126
From the

Archives

Brian Hewertson




From the
Archives

Jeff Nicholls

Barry Longson

Michael Bennett




F AT SN e e e

)/

A

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 128

VAVAYAY,

From the

Archives

i \w

)

Class 76 011, 76 013 and 76 012 are seen about
to pass through Hyde North on March 1st 1981.

A

Class47 No. 15xx is seen on a southbound liner
at Newcastle on August 17th 1972.

WAt Ludgershall on December 31st 1993,
several Class 33s that were preserved but
since scrapped. Class 33 203 was scrapped at
Newton Stewart, Scotland in May 2006. Class
33 056 was scrapped in July 2006 by C F Booths
in Rotherham and 33 034 was scrapped by the
Swanage Railway at Norden, Dorset in July
2013.



From the
Archives

: e :~-.-'5'f3 | ;_ !"i ji{

On March 9th 1986, Class 45 014 was in a collision at Chinley
and was then moved to Wagon Repair Shop Manchester Road
(Ashburys), where on August 21st 1986 it was cut into three
sections by Vic Berry and taken to Leicester.
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