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Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent
to us via email, post or via the members section
page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

The end of a troubled year at last,
one can only hope that things will
start to get better in 2021. But lets
not forget that we have Christmas
on the horizon, so let me start this
month by wishingyou all avery Merry
Christmas from all us here at Raiitalk.

Ok, in the news this month is the
decision by the Department for
Transport to award 15 rail schemes
up to £50 000 each fromthe Restoring
Your Railway fund to support the
development of proposals for the
reopening of lines and stations. A
total of 51 bids for funding under
the second round of the Ideas Fund
were submitted by MPs and local
authorities, and considered by panel
including Rail Minister Chris Heaton-
Harris and Network Rail Chair Sir
Peter Hendy. A further 28 bids will
receive guidance to help develop and
refine their ideas for assessment in
future funding rounds. Responding
to the DfT’s announcement, General
Secretary of the RMT union Mick Cash
said ‘supporting new railway lines
is always welcome but suggesting
this will somehow reverse Beeching
cuts is pure spin. There is no definite
decision, funding or timetable to
open new lines and instead of a
national direction to begin railway
reopenings this leaves local projects
and councils to compete for funding.

ssue
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Some of the successful projects
include:

Reopening lines and new passenger
services between Melton Mowbray
andNottingham;AlfretonandAshfield
(Maid Marian Line); Stratford Upon
Avon/Honeybourne and Worcester/
Oxford; Consett and Newcastle;
Bolton and Radcliffe/Bolton and
Bury; Kemble and Cirencester.

New stations at Ferryhill, Langport,
Beeston Castle, Tarporley, St. Annes
Park Bristol, Haxby and Deeside.

Enhanced passenger  services
between Preston and Blackpool
South; Truro and Falmouth.

And new passenger services
between Wareham and Swanage;
Gainsborough and Barton on
Humber.

Also in the news,(see the pictures
in this issue) is that Northern’s last
Pacer train in passenger service has
finally been retired after just over 35
years of continuous service in the
north of England, during which it
travelled three million miles. Class
142 004’s finaljourney, from Kirkby to
Manchester Victoria, ended at 17:45
on Friday November 27th.

A day earlier, November 26th,
Greater Anglia introduced its new

Bombardier Class 720 electric trains
into passenger service. Two of the
new five-car units were coupled
together to form ten carriages for the
16:10 service to London Liverpool
Streetfrom SouthendVictoria, before
returning as the 17:25 from Liverpool
Street,arrivinginSouthendVictoriaat
18:28. UK manufacturer Bombardier
is supplying 133 of the new Aventra
electric commuter trains, which will
mostly run into London Liverpool
Street from Essex, Cambridgeshire,
Hertfordshire and Ipswich.

And earlier in the month, the first
of Island Line’s new Vivarail Class
484 trains arrived on the Isle of
Wight, crossing over from the
mainland on November 20th. Vivarail
has converted former London
Underground D78 stock, as used
on the District line, into modern
trains with new interiors and other
enhancements that include adding
free on-board Wi-Fi, significantly
improved  onboard  passenger
information, and the provision of
charging sockets and wheelchair
spaces.

Until next month, stay safe.

Andy
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Looking like a model train as it speeds along the West
Coast main line at Atherstone, Jubilee Class No. 45596

‘Bahamas’ heads back home on November 3rd after an
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appearance at the Mid Hants gala. John Alsop

Class59203,initsnewlivery,passesthroughManningford
on November 6th with the Allington to Whatley empties.
Michael Bennett
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Locomotive Services hired HST power cars Nos. 43058 and 43059 plus 4 Mk3 coaches for driver
familiarization during thefirst week of November. On November 6th, the ensembleis seen passing
Winwick working the 11:11 Carnforth to Rugby training run.

With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without: Ken Abram,

Derek Aldcroft,

Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,
John Balaam,

Christopher Baldwin,

Geoff Barton, Brian Battersby,
Steven Beesley, Mike Bennett,
Sam Bilner, Tim Bott, Ben Bucki,
Keith Chapman,

Steve Chapman, Julian Churchill,
Nick Clemson,

John Coleman, Keith Davies,

Steve Donald, Robert Duff,

Eddie Emmott, Derek Elston,
Mark Enderby, Dave Felton,

Greig Gibson, Paul Godding,

Carl Grocott,

Richard Hargreaves,

Dave Harris, Jim Haywood,

Brian Hewertson, Paul Hewertson,
Stuart Hillis, Anton Kendall,

Keith Hookham,

David Hollowood, Derek Hopkins,
Jasmine Ingham, Colin Irwin,

Jon Jebb, Richard Jones,

Colin Kennington, David Lindsell,
Ken Livermore,

Barry Longson, Michael Lovatt,
Michael Lynam, Kevin McCormick,
Jonathan McGurk,

Phil Martin,

Dave Mather, David Mead,

Chris Morrison, Ken Mumford,

Alan Naylor, Gerald Nicholl,
Jeff Nicholls,

Stuart Parkes,

Andy Parkinson, Dave Peel,
Mark Pichowicz, Colin Pidgeon,
David Pratt, Neil Pugh,

Tim Richardson, Alan Righby,
Charlie Robbins, Bryan Roberts,
Neil Scarlett,

Stephen Simpson,

Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,
Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.

Tim Ward, Andrew Wilson,
David Wood, Leuan Wood,
Shep Woolley and the guys at
RailUK.
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Charter Scene bBelmond British Pullman
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Charter Scene JStatesman Rail

Settle & Carlisle Circular
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Charter Scene ECS and Light Engine Movements
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Avanti West

November 6th.

Coast

Class 390 119 working the 1A30 Liverpool -
London Euston service passes Acton Bridge on
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Avanti West Coast removes Peak fares during Christmas

AvantiWest Coasthasannouncedthatitwill be removingits Peak restrictions
over the Christmas period.

From Friday, December 18th to the end of the year, the inter-city operator
will be withdrawing Peak fares to give customers greater flexibility and help
maintain social distancing onboard its trains.

All ticket types, including the cheapest Advance tickets, for travel dates
until the end of the year have now gone on sale and customers are strongly
advised to plan ahead as well as make a seat reservation for their journey.

Avanti West Coast is currently operating with limited capacity to help with
social distancing. Services will also finish earlier on Christmas Eve and New
Year’s Eve and start later on December 27th and New Year’s Day.

Alongsidetherestof therailwayindustry, Avanti West Coast has an enhanced
cleaning regime on its trains and at stations to keep customers and staff
safe, with a focus on all high touch point areas such as door buttons, grab
handles, tables, and equipment.

AnAvantiWestCoastspokespersonsaid: “FromDecember 18th,we’removing
all our services to Off-Peak fares to help the Christmas getaway - making it
cheaper for everyone to see their loved ones over the festive season.

The advice remains the same so you can travel with confidence - plan ahead,
make areservation and travel at quieter times, if you can. When making your
journey, wear a face covering unless you are exempt, carry hand sanitiser
and follow social distancing guidance.”
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Avanti West

Coast

Class 390 001 ‘Bee Together’ hammers through
the suburbs of Atherstone working 1A24 10:35
ManchesterPiccadillytoLondonEustonservice
on November 2nd.

Avanti West Coast staff capture unique insight into
Crewe station during pandemic

Avanti West Coast staff at Crewe station have chronicled
their experiences of the railway during COVID-19 to raise
money for charity and encourage others to share their
stories. Customer Service Team Leader, Marc Scruton,
and Customer Service Assistant, Jacqui Hemingway,
based at Crewe have worked together to create a photo
book that documents the station and its team over the
last seven months.

Marc, who previously worked as a professional
photographer before joining the railway nearly 20 years
ago, took the opportunity when very few customers
were travelling to venture around the station with his
camera to record what the team at Crewe experienced
and how they worked to keep vital services running
during COVID-19.

The spirit of the Avanti West Coast team and the unusual
scenes of empty platforms and deserted entrances
captured by Marc’s photos, prompted Jacqui to ask
colleagues to share their experience of working on the
railway throughout the pandemic.

Theirstories have been brought together, alongside staff
portraits and sights only witnessed by Marc, for a book
that provides a first-hand account of Crewe station -
from the moment it fell silent as the country went into
lockdown, to the minutes the team burst into applause
to show their appreciation for carers and NHS workers.

Speaking of his aspirations to record Crewe station
during coronavirus, Marc said: “As a photographer | take
my camera everywhere, so this gave me an opportunity
to keep it at work and use it to document as much as
possible during the pandemic. We witnessed the station
as never seen before and | wanted to capture it through
our eyes, as we experienced it - and for the feelings,
thoughts, fears, challenges and experiences of my
colleagues to be recorded. Through my photography |
was keento provideaninsightintowhatwefeltand some
of the sights we saw - to see Crewe during ordinary peak
times with only one or two people travelling is surreal. |
hope our book gives a sense of what we experienced in
the last few months, something that could only really be
understood if you worked here at the time. Everyone

will have stories to tell and
experiences to relive, but
these will soon be forgotten
so | wanted to capture as
much as | could.”

Jacqui is now planning to
chronicle a snapshot of life
in Crewe during lockdown
with a project titled ‘Capture
Crewe’.

“We have missed the familiar

faces of customers at the
stationandengagingwithour

local community. We’re keen

to connect with them and Capture Crewe is designed to
do that through photography, while raising vital funds
for Railway Children”, Jacqui said.

“We would love to know what they’ve experienced -
whether it’s making a difference, taking up a hobby or
enjoying the simple things. So, we can tell Crewe’s story
and remind people they’re not alone” added Jacqui.



Avanti West

Coast

Class 390 005 ‘City of Wolverhampton’ rushes
through Atherstone on November 2nd working
the1A3612:55ManchesterPiccadillytoLondon
Euston service.

Avanti West Coast to transform Motherwell services with major timetable boost

Avanti West

Coastissetto

transform rail

services at

Motherwell,

following
approval of plans for a major timetable boost on its
Anglo-Scottish route. The change in Avanti West Coast’s
timetable will see the cross-border operator serve
Motherwell with an additional 96 services per week - the
most significant increase in cross-border rail services for
the Scottish town in decades.

Approval of the timetable changes means Avanti West
Coast has the capacity to more than double the number
of weekday services calling at Motherwell from eight to
20. Weekend services will also be bolstered - with more
than six times the number of Sunday services (27) and
over three times as many of services on Saturday (19).
This will mean that around half the hourly Glasgow-
London services and two-hourly Glasgow-Birmingham
services can call at the North Lanarkshire town. The
changes will reshape Motherwell into a major calling
point on the West Coast Main Line and one of the best-
connected locations in Scotland for cross-border travel,
after significant investment by the Scottish Government
and ScotRail to make the station a key transport hub.

It is hoped the improved connectivity will help attract
investment to the region in the coming years and
persuade more passengers to choose train over plane
when travelling to London and Birmingham, helping
with both Scottish and English governments’ carbon
reduction targets. Avanti West Coast is exploring options
tointroducesomeoftheadditionalstopsfrom December
2020, with the remaining stops being added to the
timetable next year, depending on how things develop
with the COVID-19 pandemic. The uplift in services was
planned by Avanti West Coast after taking over intercity
passenger services on the West Coast Main Line last
December and will be delivered in partnership with
Network Rail, as part of the industry’s timetable changes
that take place every May and December.

UK Rail Minister, Chris Heaton-Harris, said: “It’s fantastic
that Motherwell will be a major port of call for Avanti
West Coast, with a significant increase in the number
of services helping improve connectivity, boost the
economy and encouraging people to use a greener, more
sustainable form of travel between our two nations.
As we build back better from the pandemic, boosting
cross-border connections will be key to helping support,
sustain and strengthen our communities as we level up
the whole of the UK.

Bill Reeve, Transport Scotland’s Director of Rail, said:
“We are delighted to have worked in partnership with
Avanti West Coast to enable a future increase in their
cross-border services calling at Motherwell station.

Our investment in customer facilities and services at
this key station increases opportunities for commuters,
business users and tourism alike. It also underpins a
fast-growing transport hub served by not only ScotRail,
Avanti West Coast and other cross-border operators, but
also by local operators such as bus. At the right time in
the future, this additional service provision will enable
operators to drive market growth in joined-up journeys.
With that we can generate a healthy future for rail across
the West Coast and beyond as we seek to recover from
the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Councillor Paul Kelly, deputy leader of North Lanarkshire
Council,said: “lamvery pleased that AvantiWest Coastis
backing Motherwell as one of the best-connected places
in the country, which fits with the council’s vision for the
local and regional economy. Our current and planned
investments in Motherwell and the wider area will bring
huge benefits to people who live, work and invest in
North Lanarkshire. Upgrading Motherwell’s status as a
major rail calling point s a critical part of our vision and
Avanti West Coast’s decision to invest here with such a

significant increase in service is very welcome news
indeed.”

Gus Dunster, Executive Director of Operations at Avanti
West Coast,said: “We areexcited to make Motherwellone
ofthebest connected placesin Scotland, as wework with
Network Rail to deliver a major uplift to services to and
from the town. At Avanti West Coast we want to connect
people and places to opportunity and with Motherwell
set to become a major calling point on our route we’re
sure it will boost Scotland’s regional economy, improve
local and cross-border connectivity and encourage more
passengers to make the switch from plane to train. We
look forward to continuing to play our part in making
Motherwell a key transport hub.”

Liam Sumpter, Network Rail Scotland route director,
said: “This increase in Avanti West Coast services
through Motherwell will open up long-distance rail to
new customers and, coupled with the redevelopment
of the station, shows the rail industry’s commitment to
investinginthetown. Railhasavitalroletoplayinhelping
the country go greener and meet its decarbonisation
targets and these additional services offer passengers
greater choice - keeping the train competitive with air
travel to London and Birmingham.”



Avanti West

Coast

Class 390 153 passes through Atherstone on
November2nd withthe 1A29 11:35Manchester
Piccadilly to London Euston service.

Avanti West Coast helps pilot virtual work experience for young people in Warrington

Avanti West Coast employees have given young people
a unique insight into their roles as part of a pilot virtual
work experience programme by Network Rail. Using
a specially created video, the Station Manager and
Customer Service Assistants based at Warrington Bank
Quay talked to students from UTC Warrington about
the different jobs available at Avanti West Coast, for the
trial of Network Rail’s work experience initiative ‘Ready
4 Rail..

Developed by Network Rail, the virtual programme is
designed to provide a viable alternative to traditional
work experience, which has been cancelled due to
the constraints of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as
preparing young people for future career and academic
choices. Bringing together different organisations, the
scheme aims to showcase opportunities across the rail
industry virtually - through videos, presentations, and

engagement activities with video conferencing. Avanti
West Coast, which connects Warrington to Scotland and
London with its services, was invited to give students an
understanding into the role of a train operator with a
dedicated session.

During the forum, the inter-city operator shared stories

from its staff about how they came to work in the rail
industry — from deciding on a career change, to a new-
found interest following work experience - and how
they engage with local communities and strive to deliver
the best possible customer experience. The team at
Warrington Bank Quay were joined by colleagues from
office-based roles, who gave a glimpse into their work
across the route and involvement with the station.
Following thevideo, students had the opportunity to put
forward questions to Avanti West Coast representatives
as part of a Q&A session.

Gareth Williams, Head of Sustainability at Avanti West
Coast, said: “We want to connect young people to
opportunity, so we’re proud to have played our part
in Network Rail’s trial of its Ready 4 Rail programme
- ensuring young people don’t miss out on gaining
an insight into the opportunities available within the
industry. It has been great to showcase what Avanti
West Coast is about and we hope our session will help
to attract new and emerging talent in the communities
we serve.”

Lee Braham, Avanti West Coast Station Manager at
WarringtonBankQuay,said:“Helpingothersisarewarding
experience and by supporting this programme we hope
to make a difference in our local community and inspire
the next generation of potential railway workers. | hope
our short video will go a long way in helping students

who want to know more about starting a career on the
railway.”

James Richards, Engineering Capability Manager at
Network Rail, said: “We know how important work
experience is to help prepare students for the career
and academic choices, which is why we’ve worked with
industry partners to develop a virtual approach to work
experience with our ‘Ready 4 Rail’ programme. Trialling
this new approach has enabled us to bring to life the
wider opportunitiesin therailindustry - highlighting the
many partners involved in the railway and the vital work
they deliver. | hope that Ready 4 Rail will have inspired
the students to explore the industry as a potential
employer and that they had fun, developed their skills
and feel well-equipped to make choices for their future.”
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DB

Cargo

Class 90 028 and 90 036 approach
Acton Bridge at speed on November
25th in charge of the 07:05 Mossend
to Daventry.

DB Cargo UK successfully trials new HVO fuel in bid to decarbonise its operations

DB Cargo UK has successfully trialled the use of 100%
renewable Hydro-treated Vegetable Oil (HVO) as it
continues to look for new and innovative ways to power
its fleet and decarbonise its operations.

Ground-breaking tests have been taking place at
the company’s load bank facility at Toton Traction
Maintenance Depot in Nottinghamshire where
traditional red diesel has been substituted for the more
environmentally-friendly HVO fuel.

A Class 67 diesel locomotive has been put through
its paces - from idling to full power - with monitoring
showing no adverse impact on the performance of the
locomotive’s powerful 3,200bhp engine.

The company now plans to moveto live, on-track testing
of the HVO fuel in both its Class 67 and 66 freight fleet.
Tests are also planned for the company’s fleet of Class
60 locomotives.

HVO - Hydro-treated Vegetable Oil - is marketed as “one
of the world’s purest and greenest fuels”.

It’s synthetically made through the hydro-treatment
process from vegetable oils or animal fats which

significantly reduces harmful carbon dioxide (CO2) and
nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions when used in diesel
vehicles and machinery.

Chief Executive Andrea Rossi described the results as
“extremely promising” with the potential to significantly
reduce the company’s carbon footprint and reliance on
fossil fuels. As the UK’s largest provider of rail logistic
solutions operating the largest fleet of locomotives, we
have a responsibility to our customers and to society in
generaltocontinuouslylookformoresustainableways of
operating and minimise ourimpact on the environment.

The Government has set the rail industry an incredibly
stretching target to achieve net zero carbon emissions
by 2050 and only through the greater electrification of
the UK rail network and innovation like this will we meet
this challenge.”

“The results of our trial are very exciting and we have
many more initiatives in the pipeline to further reduce
our environmental impact” he added.

DB Cargo UK’s Head of Asset Management and
Maintenance Steve Wilkinson said the company was
collaborating with one of the UK’s leading suppliers of

HVO fuel which
already  worked
with high-profile
brands like
Caterpillar, John
Deere, Volvo and
Mercedes-Benz.

“We are very
pleased with
the initial
performanceofthe

HVO fuel which we
could use instead
of or alongside
traditional red
diesel. The fact it
is compatible with
our existing diesel
means investment
in new storage and

fuelling facilities would also be kept to a minimum,” he
added.

“On top of that, it performs well at low temperatures,
has a longer lifespan and is biodegradable,” he added.

DB Cargo UK currently operates 228 diesel and electric
locomotives that transport in the region of 37 million

tonnesoffreighteachyearacrossthe UKandinto Europe.

It uses approximately 45 million litres of red diesel a year.
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Direct Rail

Mossend -

Services

Class 88 008 working a late running

Daventry intermodal

passes Winwick on November 2nd.

O Come All Ye Freight-Full: Avalanche of Christmas goods to be delivered by rail freight this year

Rail freight operator Direct Rail Services (DRS) is playing
a vital role in delivering Christmas across the country.
You'll often see DRS’s freight trains passing through
Carlisle station as they transport everything from
Christmas crackers to wrapping paper from Daventry,
NorthamptonshiretoMossend,Scotland,andbackagain.
This year, rail freight will transport millions of Christmas
decorations, trees and bottles of wine including 30%
of Tesco’s Christmas range. Rail freight has played an
important role supporting the country throughout the
pandemic and will now ensure people have everything
they need to celebrate the festive period. Intermodal rail
freight which includes goods for retail has increased by
almost 20% over the last decade with 1.6million tonnes
being transported during November.

With each freight train carrying as much as 76 HGVs, rail
freightwill help cuttrafficjamsintherunupto Christmas
New figures reveal that rail freight is set to play a key role
in the run up to Christmas this year delivering millions
of tonnes of festive goods to shops around the country.
Almost a third of Tesco’s Christmas range will reach
their shelves by rail freight including a huge amount
of Christmas crackers, trees and bottles of wine. The
supermarket giant is increasing the amount of goods
they transport by rail freight to boost reliability and
reduce emissions to help tackle the climate emergency

andhasannounceda£5millioninvestmentin September
intheirnew rail freight equipment. This year 30% of their
Christmas products will be transported by rail 70% more
than last year including:

Nearly 8 million bottles of wine

Over 350,000 Christmas crackers

80,000 Christmas trees

Half a million boxes of lights

Nearly 5 million gift wrapping accessories
Around 1.5m boxes of decorations

Over 1.5 million Christmas cards

Throughout the pandemic the railway played a vital
role getting key workers where they were needed with
rail freight keeping supermarkets stocked and power
stations fuelled as more people worked from home.
Now that COVID-19 will mean a very different Christmas
for many people across the country, rail companies are
working hard to ensure people have everything they
need for the holidays. In November alone, freight trains
have transported more than 1.6m tonnes of intermodal
goods on almost 3,700 trains. This year, freight trains will
deliver festive food, drink, decorations and toys across
the country, and also transport the millions of Christmas
cards sent to loved ones as well as the all-important
letters to Father Christmas.

Robert Nisbet, Director of Nations and Regions for the
Rail Delivery Group said,‘It’s been a challenging year
for many people across Britain so we’re happy that rail
freight can play a central role in delivering Christmas
cheer, ensuring families have everything they need to
celebrate in style. With only a fraction of the emissions
compared to road haulage, every tree, pudding and
toy transported by rail is helping to make this a green
Christmas.”

The amount of intermodal freight transported has
increased since last year and by almost 20% over
the last decade delivering significant benefits for the
environment. Each freight train can carry as many as 76
heavy goodsvehicleswithonlyafraction oftheemissions
meaning a modal shift from road haulage to rail will not
only help tackle the climate emergency but can help cut
traffic jams too.

Chris Connelly, Managing Director for Direct Rail Services
who operate rail freight transportation for Tesco said,
“Every month we transport around 12,000 containers
of vital goods across the country to ensure shelves are
stocked and Christmas presents available. Using our
state-of-the-art Class 88 locomotives we can move huge
loads hundreds of miles and, when running on overhead
electricity, with zero exhaust emissions, making it

absolutely fantastic for the environment.”

Alessandra Bellini, Tesco Chief Customer Officer, said:
“Whether it’s dodgy DIY haircuts or fibbing to the kids
for a little peace and quiet, we’ve all had to improvise
a little in 2020, which has led to some less-than-perfect
(but perfectly understandable) behaviour. That’s why
thisyear, at Tescothereisno naughtylist,and we want to
make sure the nation celebrates in style, whatever that
means to them. Rail helps us keep our shelves stocked
with everything from brilliant gifts and decorations, to
the finest festive food and drink, and almost a third of
our Christmas range makes its way across the U.K. by
train.”

Rail Minster, Chris Heaton-Harris MP whose constituency
Daventry contains the international rail freight terminal
DIRFT said, “The sheer volume of festive goods that are
currently being transported across the country daily is
reflective of the crucial role that the rail freight industry
playatthistimeofyear.“Railfreighthasbeenfundamental
in ensuring that the country, and the economy, has kept
moving through the pandemic, and | am thankful to
everyone working so hard to keep Christmas on track.”
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